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= “Time to Explore the Negected Books in

your Bible.”

Those of you who
know me know that |
have a passion for the
Bible — especially the
Old Testament.

A Scottish preacher friend was invited to
deliver a series of talks at a Bible school in
America. On the first morning, he told

everyone that he would be preaching from 1
Chronicles, and to find it in their Bibles.
There were puzzled looks and much shuffling of pages as
they tried to find it. One of the elders sidled up to him and
whispered, “You mean 1 Corinthians, don’t you, Brother
Billy. You said 1 Chronicles.”

Billy replied, “No. /said 1 Chronicles and | meant

1 Chronicles. What's the problem?”
The elder replied, “We don’t have 1 Chronicles in our Bibles
in this church.”

“What do you mean?” Billy replied. “Let me see one.”

And he discovered to his amazement, that not only did they
not have the Old Testament in their specially printed Bibles,
but they didn’t have the Gospels or Acts, either. “Only the
writings of Brother Paul”. Everything was “brother Paul”
and what he said.

So Billy asked them to turn with him, to 2 Timothy 3:16-17:

“ALL Scripture Is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

(Continued on page 2)

@(athy Pennell in Quora |
writes... i

"[ just finished a
chapter of a
book I bought at
Target in
Columbia, MO.,
this morning.

Afterward, | tossed it on the ottoman and $5 fell out onto
the floor. Then | found this note. The letter read...

"To the person who buys this book:

| am having a tough day. | thought maybe | could brighten
someone else’s with this little surprise. Go buy a coffee,
donut, or a face mask. Practice some self-care today.

Remember that you are loved. You are amazing.
You are strong.

one, Li.m'

Target is a chain of discount stores
across the USA.
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‘“Explore the Negected Books in your Bible.”

“Well,” asked Billy, “How much of Scripture does Paul say
here is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness?”

“All of t,” they replied.

“And which Scripture was he talking about? It couldn 't be
the New Testament, because most of it hadn't been
written yet.”

“It must be the Old Testament,” they replied, rather shame-
facedly.

“So, Brother Paul tells us that ‘the Old Testament is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness’? Good! This week, on Brother
Paul’s authority, | shall preach from 1 Chronicles. .. so
tomorrow bring a Bible with it in!”

And that’s where | stand — very firmly. | love the
New Testament — but | believe Christians need to
spend more time than we do in the Old. Paul
writes in 1 Corinthians 10:1-6,

“ For | do not want you to be ignorant of the
1act, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the
cloud and that they all passed through the sea...

They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same
Spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that
accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.

Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them,
their bodles were scattered over the desert. Now these
things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our
hearts on evil things as they did.”

Christ accompanied the Israelites as they crossed the Red
Sea and approached their promised land — right back there
in the Old Testament.

“Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them;
their bodlies were scattered over the desert.”

Why? Because they didn’t trust Him and they disobeyed
Him. So they died.

“Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from
setting our hearts on evil things as they did

\ |

But what is the point of an example if we
never read about it?

Examples that God the Holy Spirit, the Author of the
Book, has carefully chosen and had written down for us.

What happens if you ignore a warning sign?
You stand a good chance of getting hurt!
Read the warnings. Learn from the
examples.
Seek out the prophecies in the Old
Testament that were fulfilled in the New...

...and let your faith be increased and be excited by them
— then ponder those still to be fulfilled.

Which O.T. books have you hardly/never read?
The writer to the Hebrews in the New Testament
says,

“Men of God in aays of old were famous for their

faith...”

and he goes on with a whole list of godly men in
the Old Testament, who with all their flaws, were
examples of faith - people from whom we can learn.
Look them up.

As a young Christian | remember learning the rhyme:

“The New is in the OIld contained....

....the OId is in the New explained!”

In other words if someone were to rip the New Testament
out of your Bible — you've still got enough in the Old
Testament to find Christ.

It's in the New that we see the prophecies about Christ
fulfilled — the New has not superseded the Old. It's
simply Volume 2.

And as you read the Old Testament, you'll find that it's

still up to date.

The Bible — the Old Testament — is still
relevant for today and can even make us
laugh! - See Nehemiah 13:23-25

Streakers in the Bible
|, Which prophet went around naked far 3 years?

and moaning like an owl over the fate of Jerusalem?

3.Which king of Israel, given the power to prophecy
before Samuel, lay naked for a whaole day and night?
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4. Where was a young man fallowing Jesus seized and
escaped naked having slipped off his linen garment?

2. Which prophet went around naked howling like a jackal B.

They Did It First in the Bible

a. Which king had the first birthday party in the Bible?
Who won the first beauty contest mentioned in the Bible?
7. Who was the first drunk named in the Rible?

8. Where was the first savings chest (sort of piggy bank)
mentioned in the Bible and what was it used for?

8. Who built the first city mentioned in the Bible?>
0. Can you list the 12 books of the Minar Prophets in the Rible?




Hidden Objects to find and co'our




How many books are

there in
the Bible?
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There is a word in the English language
in which the first two letters signify a
male, the first three letters signify a
female, the first four signify a great man,
and the whole word, a great woman.
What is the word?

‘Like to try again?’

Notice in cemetery:
“Persons are prohibited from picking
flowers from any but their own grave.”

‘“She has visited the cemetery where
her husband was buried on a number of
occasions.” (Stropshire paper)

“It’sa good idea before you give your hair its nightly
brushing to begin the operation with a brick massage to

loosen your scalp and start the circulation of the
blood.” (vichigan paper)

Easy—66 :27 in the New Testament
and 39 in the OId. Right?

Not if you're a
Roman Catholic.

They have 73
books: 27 in the
New Testament

and 46 in the Old.

How come?

We Protestants agree

on the New Testament books. They are the same, with
some minor differences in translations—but their Old
Testament includes books that we put in the Apocrypha
(included in some Bibles as a separate section or
available as a book on its own).

The word “Apocrypha” comes from the Greek and
means “hidden” or “secret”.

They are a collection of books which were OUTSIDE the
Jewish version of the Old Testament but included in the
Greek version, known as the Septuagint.

According to the Roman Catholic Church’s website they
include some of these books because they regard the
Septuagint as “the version used by the Saviour and the
Apostles and by the Church from her infancy.”

| am not totally convinced that Jesus would have used
a Greek version when the Hebrew one was available,
but certainly Greek was widely spoken and understood,
and the Greek version would certainly have been more
accessible to the Gentile Christians. The Greeks under
Alexander the Great conquered Israel in 329BC, the
Romans in 63BC, so for 266 years the Israelites would
have needed to speak Greek to their conquerors,
hence Paul’s familiarity with it.

The writings that make up the Apocrypha were
composed mostly between the Second Century BC
and the Second Century AD.

Not only are there differences between versions of the
Old Testament, but the New Testament also varied in
content between AD 200 and AD 400 when the final
version was agreed upon.

Continued on page 5




The Bible

(Continued from page 4)
The early Church in making its decisions

considered some of these books as

AUTHORITATIVE and included them in earlier Bible versions
but, for some reason, dropped them before the final
edition.  In the New Testament, one of these was the
First Letter of Clement, the oldest Christian manuscript
written whilst apostles were still alive.  These might be
regarded as the “almost made it” group of writings.

Others were WRITTEN TOO LATE to be included in the final
version, such as “First Apology” written about 100 AD
by Justin Martyr, of whose name you may have heard.

Still others, like those in the Apocrypha were accepted by
some Christian groups but not by others. In the case of
New Testament writings a number were regarded as
HERETICAL by some groups — such as the Gospe/ of
Thomas — others as NOT POPULAR OR WELL-
ENOUGH KNOWN — such as the Gospe/ to the Hebrews.

Other books were just considered TOO OUTRAGEOUS even
though they were popular— such as 7he Infancy Gospe/
of Thomas which opens with five-year old Jesus making
twelve sparrows out of mud — he claps his hands — they
come to life and fly away.

A further group of writings have simply been LOST, even
though they are referred to in the Bible itself — such as
The Book of Jasher mentioned in Joshua 10:13.

A final group of books were considered to be VALUABLE
HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, but never regarded as
Scripture.

If you want to know more, some of these books can be read on
the Internet -e.q. do a search for The Gospel of Thomas. You
can also obtain books about the ‘Lost Books of the Bible' from
Amazon. Some you will feel were rightly left out, but others, such
as the Epistle to the Philippians by Polycarp could have safely
been included.

Kitchen Word Search




Code Word Puzzle Cryptog ram

ABCDEFGHI JKLWM

15 In a Cryptogram different letters are
substituted for the correct ones ina
saying. Can you de-code this one based
on a Walt Disney remark?

2 letters given to get you started.

A|B|C|D|E[F|G|H|1]I|K|L[M|
B |
N|O|P|Q[R|S|T|U[VIW[X|Y|Z

0 N o 0k WwN =

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWIXYZ

1 2 3 4 5 ] 7 8 ] 10 1 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

S W

Enter the letter in each circled cell in the order given below to reveal a themed answer

7A | SE | 2K | 9B | 4l 6l

A sundial has the
fewest moving
parts of any

timepiece. Which

Brain Teaser 2 \ =)
&

has the most?

SUDOKRU

The rules of Sudoku are simple. Place a digit (1)  Reorganise these matchsticks

Don't Bible-Dip to get God's Will!

from 1 to 9 in each empty cell so every row, to get 3 triangles. A young Christian wanted to know
every column, and every 3 x 3 box contains the Bod's Will for his life, so he closed
digits 1 to 9. (2)  Now rearrange them to get 4

his eyes, opened his Rible at random,

triangles. jabbed his finger on the

page. opened his eyes
and read:

“..Judas hanged himself” Mat 27.5)
Not too keen on that idea he decided
to try it again, repeated the process,
opened his eyes and read:

‘G and do thou likewise.” (Lute 11:57)
Definitely not what he wanted! He
tried one more time and got:

Vo it quickly.” (John 1427)

Sensibly, he gave up and tried prayer!




Dingbats

Say
what

“Not a lot of people know

that” - Michael Caine Quiz

. What s Sir Michael's real name?
2. From which 1354 Humphrey Bogart
mavie did Michael Caine get his
stage name?

3. Did Michael really say, ‘Mot a lot of peaple know
that?”

4. What was the rank of the officer that Michael
Caine played in "Zuls"?

a.  What was the name of the spy played by Michael
Caine in "The [pcress File"?

B.  Inwhich 1388 movie did Michael Caine make his
Hollywood debut?

1. Inwhich movie does Michael Caine say the
famous line, "You're only supposed to blow the

bloody doors off'"?

8. Inthe 197 mavie ‘et Larter” which city does
Michael Caine's character visit to seek revenge
for his brother's death?

9. For which 1983 movie did Michael Caine receive
both a BAFTA and a Golden Globe Award?

I0.  What part did Michael Caine play in the 13392
mavie "The Muppets Lhristmas Larol"?

I Who starred as Batman in the movies where
Michael Caine played butler Alfred?

12. When did Michael receive his knighthood?

As big a story when Charles Schulz’s announced
his retirement in December 1999, was the
poignancy of his death February 13 2000, coming
just hours before his last Sunday Peanuts strip hit
the newsstands next morning.

Peanuts made its first daily appearance on October 2, 1930, in
seven newspapers, and eventually became ane of the most popular
comic strips of all time, as well as one of the most influential. At its
height, Peamuts was published in 2,600 papers in 73 countries and 2|
languages over nearly 0 years, Schulz drew 17,897 Peanuts strips
many of which are still reprinted in national newspapers all over the
world. Charles was a Christian and his faith slipped into many strips.
At one time he had been a Sunday Schoal teacher. Before he died he
banned anyone from taking over his characters for new strips..
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| Underwater Maze

| understand.

Tricycle.

Six feert underground,
Life after death.

Jack in a box.
Crossroads.

Big Deal.

9. I'm on top of the world.
10. Lost in Space.

11. Knock on wood.

12. High chair.

13. Too funny for words.
14. Square dance.

15. Ring around a Rosie.
16. Heart broken.

Isaiah in Isaiah 20:3.

Micah in Micahl:8.

Saul (| Samuel 19:24).

Gethsemane (Mark 14: 1-32)

Pharaoh when Joseph was in

Eqypt (Genesis 40:20)

. Esther (Esther 2)

7. Noah (Genesis 9:21)

8. Ordered by King Joash. it was
placed it beside the altar, on
the right side as people en-
tered the temple to save up for
temple maintenance (2
KingslZ:3-12)

9. Cain (Genesis 417)

I0. Hosea, Joel, Amaos, Obadiah,

Jonah, Micah, Nahum.,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai,
Zechariah, and Malachi.
Sudoku - O

| Maurice Joseph
Micklewhite. 1

2. The Laine Mutiny. '

3. No.Peter Sellers
said it in an interview
on Parkinson imper-
sonating Michael who

Man overbeaord.
Underwater Maze
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Spot 7 Differences

Code Words

Cryptogram

loved to quote 772
Brain Teasers Llinness Hook of
Records.
|. Heroine. (#z, fer hern, é HEMET:ET'
; . arry ralmer.
heraine.) 5 Bandit”
2.An hour- T “The ltalian Job"
glass/eqg 8 Newcastle-upon-
The next magazine will be a printed SCaNS timer. g Tg'/fm ting Fita”
next Sunday, September 22nd. (HU”{//’ s l?f 0. Ebenezer Serooge.
The next on-line mag will be a Steve’s moving graims Il Christian Bale.
Puzzles on October 6th. of sand) 12. 2000




