
   

Steve’s Puzzles and Stuff—81 

Take a bow—you’ve earned it! 

I once went to Derngate in 

Northampton to hear the CBSO - the 

City of Birmingham Symphony 

Orchestra conducted by Sir Simon 

Rattle. 

The main piece was by a composer called Bruckner, who died 
at the end of the 19th century. The author of the programme 

notes discussing his skill wrote, 

“A more important factor is his unquestioning Catholic faith 
and unswerving devotion to God.  Therein lies the clue 
to… where he seems to pull back the curtain to disclose 
some radiant summit, or causes the heavens to open. “ 

What a great testimony. 

I enjoy classical music, but until then I was quite ignorant of 

Bruckner’s work.  It was magical - triumphant brass - rich 
strings - flutes, clarinets…  It reminded me very much of the 

swelling background themes you get on good feature films.  I 
made a  discovery that night and look out for his music. 

At the start of the concert, before Sir Simon Rattle, 

the conductor, came out, out came the Leader of 
the Orchestra to much applause from the 

audience. The Leader of the  Orchestra is the first 
fiddle—er, violinist! 

But who was the second? 

There were around 100 musicians on the stage… I know 

because I counted them… and there were dozens of fiddle 
players….  but the second… or the third…. or the fifteenth 

fiddle… they  didn’t take a personal bow and have a round of 
applause…. yet the first fiddle  and  the  rest of the  orchestra  

Continued on page 3 
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In each group of four one item doesn’t belong.  Can you decide which it is?  Beware of Steve’s trick questions!!   

8. 

1. Typhoon, hurricane, tornado, monsoon. 

2. Pointless, The Wheel, Who wants to be a Millionaire, 
Mastermind . 

 

4. Lettuce, Milk, Eggs, Carrots. 

5. Red, North, Gulf, Coral. 

6. Terrier, Bulldog, Whippet, Dalmatian. 

7. John, Stephen, Peter, Paul.  

8. Rommel, Montgomery, Patten, Eisenhower. 

9. Foggy, Howard, Pike, Compo. 

10. +Ian, +Donald, +Douglas, +John. 

 

12. Thyme, nutmeg, mace, ginger. 

13. Kestrel, Robin, Condor , Falcon. 

14. Mars, Venus, Jupiter, Mercury. 

15. Poseidon, Juno, Mars, Jupiter. 

16. Wheat, soya, rice, oats. 

17. Ephesians, Corinthians, Chronicles, Peter. 

18. Ephesians, Philemon, Romans, Galatians. 

19. Hampshire, Mexico, Jersey, Texas. 

20. Red, green, lilac, amber. 

24. Mickey,  Jerry,  Donald, Thumper. 

25. David, William, Sheila, Rosie. 

26. Prussian,  Cobalt,  Crimson,  Cyan. 

27. Femur,  Biceps,  Tibia,  Clavicle. 

28. Trombone, Oboe,  Flute,  Bassoon. 

30. April, September,  July,  November. 

31. Mushroom,  Truffle,  Toadstool ,  Puffball. 

32. Tanner,  Bob,  Ha’penny,  Pound. 

33. Studfall Avenue, Forest Gate Road, Dovedale Road, Darley 

Dale Road. 

34. Plane,  bird, rocket,  dog. 

35. Lion,  dolphin , elephant, rhinoceros. 

36. Gold,  Diamond, Platinum,  Silver. 

37. Shem,  Ham,  Japheth,  Cain. 

38. Silver, Salt, Sulphur , Iodine. 

39. Bishop,  Deacon,  Priest , Archdeacon. 

40. Chicken , Pork , Beef, Lamb. 

41. Alta Rica, Darjeeling, Earl Grey , Assam. 

42. Sherlock Holmes,  Doctor Watson,  Mrs. Hudson, 

Inspector Lestrade. 

43. Six, Three, Two,  One. 

44. 64, 25,  49, 124. 

45. Moon, Torch,  Star, Glow-worm. 

46. Sweetbreads, Bombay Duck, Rocky Mountain Oysters, 
Steak & Kidney. 

47. Stinking Bishop, Bonchester, Crowdie,  Caboc. 

48. Seven , Three , Sixteen,  Eighty. 

49. Currant,  Voltage , Resistance, Wattage. 

50.  

3. 

11. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

29. 

Edward V           Edward VI            Edward VII           Edward VIII 
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couldn’t have achieved what they did without them!    

Nor could Sir Simon. 

I mean… imagine him saying, “I don’t need all you 
people”…      and standing there waving his arms 

around in total silence!  I don’t think he’d have got 

much applause for that! 

There’s a story of a famous organist who came to 

town to give a great recital on the large organ in 
one of the small churches many years ago.  It was 

one of those hand-pumped organs which were 

around before they fitted them with electric motors 

to provide the wind.   

(I remember sitting next to one of those in the 
chapel next to my primary school on church 
mornings when all Blackpool schools delayed their 
start until 10 am so that we could celebrate some 
saint’s day… and I watched as a boy would pump 
this lever sticking out of the side of the organ up 
and down to provide the wind so that the organist 
could play.)  

After the concert one evening, the little boy who 

had been doing all the pumping said to the great 

organist while they were walking back home… 

“Well, I think we put on a great performance, 
tonight!” 

And the great organist looked down his snooty 

musical nose and said, “I… put on a great 
performance tonight!” 

So the next night half-way through, the great 

organist was sitting playing at the console…. but 
nothing was coming out…. and a tousled 

little head poked around the corner of 

the organ and said…. 

“WE… aren’t doing so well tonight, are we!!” 

We are God’s TEAM, and I believe we must be very 

careful of ever overlooking the fact that, as far as 

God is concerned, it is absolutely vital and 

absolutely essential that everybody—but 
EVERYBODY—is prepared to accept 

their unique role in the divine 

orchestration of God’s will….and be 

very happy to play the part they have 

been given… EVEN if they have been 

chosen to be 200th fiddle—or, even the 

lowly triangle player. God is, after all, the 
Conductor. 

It takes more grace than tongue can tell,  
To play the 200th fiddle well 

(Continued from page 1) 

Take a bow 

 

Across 

1. Twelve (5) 

4. Hoard (5) 

7. Unaware (9) 

8. Gape (4) 

10. Wore away (6) 

12. Birds of prey (6) 

13. Notion (4) 

16. Large spider (9) 

18. The lowest point of anything (5) 

19. Implied (5) 

Quick Crossword 

Down 
1. Journal (5) 
2. Menagerie (3) 

3. World's longest river (4) 
4. Secret or hidden (6) 

5. Bustling (7) 
6. Abated (5) 

9. Placed a bet (7) 
11. Thinner (6) 

12. Consumed (5) 
14. Proficient (5) 
15. Female relative (4) 

17. Part of a circle (3) 

Matchstick Puzzles 
EXTREME LEVEL : Add 4 matchsticks to create a 
minimum of 4 triangles and exactly 2 squares.  

The squares don't have to be equal in size, but the 
triangles must be. All the matchsticks don't have to be 

flat on the surface. There are two possible solutions. 

 

 

 
 

EASY LEVEL: Remove 4 sticks leaving 4 

triangles. The triangles don't have to be 
equal in size.  
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|Hidden Objects Puzzle 

A lady had just totalled her car in a horrific accident. Miraculously, she 
managed to pry herself from the wreckage without a scratch and was applying 

fresh lipstick when a police officer arrived.    

"My goodness!" he gasped. "Your car looks like 
an accordion that was stomped on by an 
elephant. Are you okay?"   

"Why, yes, officer, I'm just fine," the lady chirped.   

"Well, how in the world did this happen?" the 
officer asked as he surveyed the wrecked car.   

"Officer, it was the strangest thing!" the lady began."  I was driving along 

this road when I started to doze off. When I woke up this tree from out of 
nowhere pops up in front of me.  So I swerved to the right, and there was 
another tree!  I swerved to the left and there was ANOTHER tree!  I swerved 
to the right and there was another tree!  I swerved to the 

left and there was...."  

"Uh, Miss," the officer said, cutting her off, "There isn't a 
tree on this road for 30 miles. That was your air freshener 

swinging back and forth on your rear view mirror!" 
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Word Search—Sports 

Easiest—Most well known 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

Fairly well known 

6.  

 

 

 

7.  

 

 

 

8.   

 

 

 

9.  

 

 

 

10. 

 

 

 

Hardest—less well known 

11. 

 

 

 

 

12.  

 

 

 

13. 

 

 

 

14,. 

 

 

 

15. 

ARCHERY, ATHLETICS, 

BADMINTON, BASEBALL, 

BASKETBALL, BOXING, 

CRICKET, CURLING, CYCLING, 

DIVING, FENCING, FOOTBALL, 

GOLF, GYMNASTICS, 

HANDBALL, HOCKEY, HORSE 

RACING, JUDO, LACROSSE, 

MOTOR RACING, NETBALL, 

POLO, ROUNDERS, ROWING, 

RUGBY, SAILING, SKATING, 

SKIING, SOCCER, SQUASH, 

SWIMMING, TENNIS, 

VOLLEYBALL, WRESTLING. 
 

Which of these sports are taking place at the 

Commonwealth Games—and what events are missing 

from the list? 

Can you identify the following 

Commonwealth Countries from their flags? 
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Weekly Services at St. Columba’s 

Sundays at 10.30am at St. Columba’s 

Rockingham Services 9am monthly. 

 Occasional services at other times.  
Details in the Vicar’s weekly email and website.  
Services are available online on YouTube via 

https://stcolumbascorby.org.uk/ 
Clergy 

Vicar & Rural Dean:                               
Revd. Canon Ian Pullinger  

157 Studfall Avenue,  Corby, NN17 1LG.   
Tel: 01536 400225 

Mobile: 07903 644609  
Email: ianpullinger@btinternet.com  

Curate: The Revd. Kevin Montgomery 

5 Hood Court, Corby, NN17 2RH 
Tel:  01536 647727  

Mobile: 07512 822422 

Email: kfm@thedigitalchristian.com 

SUDOKU 
The rules of Sudoku are simple. Place a digit from 1 to 

9 in each empty cell so every row, every column, and 
every 3 x 3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

I don’t believe it!  

Quora 

 

Little girl playing with pet alligator 

Old railway carriage used as a bridge 

Eclipse and sunset at same time! 

Sea turtle hitches a ride on 
a jellyfish 

So that’s how 
they did it! 

Filming the 
MGM logo 

Sporting 
clangers… 
“In blustery 

conditions which were of no help at all, 
the power-packed Judy heaved the shop 

17.84m to equal the UK record.” 
Daily Express 

“Scorers for York were KC 

who played an outstanding 
game with four goats…” 

Yorkshire paper 

 
“I watch a lot of baseball on the 
radio.” 

US President Gerald Ford 

“There’s nothing wrong with 

the car, except it’s on fire.” 
Murray Walker 
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Watch out for the snot flurries! 

I read of a weather report in which 

the weather man said, “We haven’t 

had as much weather as usual this 

month!” 

And I guess that had been the experience of 

the Israelites over the three years when God 

turned off the rain (1 Kings 18:17). A bit like 

us with this long dry season! 

The same book contained lots of other  

amusing misprints in weather forecasts – and I 

guess, in view of God’s anger with His people 

in Elijah’s day, they ought to have been 

grateful that this wasn’t what He sent them: 

Long Range 

Outlook 

“Southern 

Ontario – Partly 

cloudy and cold 

tomorrow with 

scattered snot 

flurries ….”  

Elijah was a man who had been greatly used 

by God over many years – a man who had had 
God’s ear to such an extent that he seemingly 

controlled the weather – stopping the rain… 

and then sending it again – and who could 

even bring down fire from heaven…  

But the pressure… the responsibility…. the 

hostility he faced wore him down to such an 

extent that one day it all became too much, 
and, after wiping out all the prophets of Baal 

on a thrilling day in 1 Kings18, he left it all 

behind, took off, to hide 200 miles away on 

Mount Sinai. 

Preaching is always a risky business. 

I remember a girl giving her testimony on a 

Blackpool beach during a rally I was involved in 
being hit in the face by a football kicked at her.  

One of my 18th Century heroes was a 

Welshman called Daniel Rowlands, often 

persecuted when he went about preaching.  

People came to hear him from 

all parts, and many brought 

under deep conviction. As 

many as two thousand at a 
time were in his congregation.  

He often preached outdoors.  

On one occasion he wrote:  

‘There is such power as I 
have never felt before, given 
me in preaching and 
administering the Lord’s 
Supper. The Lord comes 
down among us in such a 
manner as words can give 
no idea of…. such is the 

light, view, and power God gives very 
many ... they cannot possibly help crying 
out, praising and adoring Jesus, being 
quite swallowed up in God…’ 

In Aberystwyth, a man swore that he would 

shoot him, drew out a gun, aimed it, pulled 

the trigger, but it failed to go off!  God 

defended His servant that day, as he did 

more than once.  

On another occasion, a Vicar actually 

placed a bomb under the place where he 

was to preach, and laid a train of 
gunpowder to a distant point where they 

planned to ignite it and blow up both 

preacher and congregation! 

Fortunately, a man discovered the whole 

plot, and brought it to nothing.  On other 

occasions, rioting mobs assembled, threw 

stones, beat drums, and made every effort  
to prevent the sermon being heard.  None 

of these things ever deterred Rowlands.  

Nothing and no one would ever stop him 

from his Master’s business.  

The prophet Elijah, who had fled in panic 

when threatened by Queen Jezebel, was 

suffering from burn out, like many of us … 

and to help him through it, he needed the 
practical and gentle support of others.   

Saying, “Buck up, Elijah!” would not help, 

and more than likely have been rewarded 

with a black eye and a busted nose!  

When He was in the Garden of Gethsemane 

with the cross just a few hours away, Jesus, 

too suffered a panic attack. Who wouldn’t, 
knowing what was to come. 

“If there’s any other way, Father…  
PLEASE take it!1” 

But there wasn’t – and He knew it!   

So, as Jesus submitted in obedience, the 

Creator allowed His Creation to flog Him 

with whips fitted with sharp pieces of 

metal... to ram a crown 
of thorns on His head... 

and to nail Him to a 

cross to take the 

punishment for their 

sins, your sins, and 

mine. 

Jesus knows what it’s 
like to be desperate and 

right on the edge.   The 

sweat on his brow fell to 

the ground like drops of 

blood.  

As the writer to the 

Hebrews says, 

“For we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who’s 
been there! -  tempted in every way, 

just like us.” (Hebrews. 4:15) 

And Peter, who had his own share of 

suffering – getting over the humiliation and 

shame of denying his friend and Lord …

later chained up in prison, could write: 

1 Peter 5:10 “…the God of all grace, who 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
after you have suffered a little while, will 
Himself restore you and make you strong, 
firm and steadfast.” 

So if you are going through a bad patch, 

maybe that verse – with the promise of an 
end to it all -  might be one to remember.   

Elijah’s cry was, “There’s only me left!” 

As well he might, having spent three years 

on his own following God’s orders. 

“There’s nobody but me left on your staff, 
God!” 

And God didn’t put him down… He didn’t 

berate him… He let him sleep, and sent an 
angel to feed him, to make sure he got a 

decent meal… because when you live on 

your own, and are down in the dumps… 

one of the first things to go is preparing a 

good square meal – eating properly.  

God wanted him to rest and build his 

strength up because He still had work for 
him to do. 

And having built him up again physically…  

began to build him up spiritually… by 

appearing IN PERSON before his very eyes! 

He reminded him who he worked for…  

• He sent a wind… but He wasn’t in the 

wind... 

• He sent an earthquake… but He 

wasn’t in that, either... 

• Nor was He in the forest fire He sent! 

These things God sent to remind Elijah of 

the power that He was with and in him. 

But they didn’t communicate very much 

of God’s personality. 

God showed that when He spoke to him in 
a gentle whisper. 

He simply asked, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” 

“Why are you 200 miles away from the 
place I sent you? 

Not unlike a question He would ask Jonah. 

“Elijah – Jonah—I want you back where 
you belong!  You’re allowed to panic, but I 
still have work for you to do!  My friends, 

Go back! Your work is not finished. 

God NEVER gives up on you! 
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Edited by Steve at: scansmag@aol.com All material is either my own, licensed, public domain, creative commons or by permission. 

Matchstick Puzzles 

Odd One Out 

SUDOKU rpg/4  

Quick Crossword –1 

Sports 

 

 

Spot the Difference 

(More than one answer is possible to some questions) 
1. Monsoon = wet season. The others are winds. 
2. Millionaire=ITV, the others are BBC. 

3. Sky Showcase—others are Freeview channels. 

4. Lettuce—you can boil the others. 

5. Gulf—the rest are seas. 

6. Dalmatian—others have a double-letter, this has a 
triple (a). 

7. John—only apostle not martyred. 

8. Rommel=German. Others were Allies. 

9. Pike—all others in Last of the Summer Wine. 
10. John—others were Bishops of Peterborough. 
11. Turnip—a vegetable. The others are  fruits. 

12. Thyme—a herb. Others are spices 

13. Robin—others are birds of prey 

14. Venus = female. others male. 

15. Poseidon = Greek God. Others were Roman. 

16. Soya — others cereals. 
17. Ephesians—others have TWO books in Bible. 

18. Philemon—only letter to an individual not 

churches. 

19. Texas—the others have NEW in front. 

20. Lilac—others on traffic lights. 
21. No. 3 only contains one rectangle.  

22. No.2. 

23. Peter Cushing (4) only played Dr Who in 2 feature 

films, not TV series. 

24. Jerry—only non-Disney cartoon character. 
25. Sheila—Pastoral LLM not a Reader. 

26. Crimson—others are all blue. 

27. Biceps—a muscle. others are bones. 

28. Trombone—only brass instrument. 

29. Edward VIII abdicated or  Edward V murdered 
(one of the Princes in the Tower). Edward V & VIII 

were never crowned. 

30. July—only month with 31 days. 

31. Toadstool—inedible. Others can be eaten. 

32. Pound—others slang names for old coins. 
33. Forest Gate Road—others adjacent to St. 

Columba’s. 

34. Dog—can’t fly. 

35. Dolphin—lives in water. 

36. Diamond—not a metal. 
37. Cain is son of Adam, others sons of Noah. 

38. Salt—not an element. 

39. Deacon—can’t celebrate communion. 

40. Chicken—2 legs not 4 or not a mammal, 

41. Alta Rica—is a coffee.  The others are teas. 

42. Lestrade—doesn’t live with others or  Mrs Hudson
–female/housekeeper is not detective. 

43. Three—others have 3 letters. 

44. 124—not a square number. 

45. Moon—only reflects light. Others emit light. 

46. Steak and Kidney is the only one whose name 
genuinely describes its contents. Sweetbreads 

are animal thymus glands, not bread, Bombay 

Duck is a fish, and Rocky Mountain Oysters are 

bull testicles. 

47. All Scottish Cheeses except Stinking Bishop (made 
in Gloucestershire). 

48. Eighty—only has one “e”! 

49. Currant (is a dried grape!) It should be current. 

50. Green—Red, Yellow and Cyan (Blue) are Primary 

Colours. Green is a mixture of Yellow and Cyan. 

Hidden Objects 

Puzzle 1 

 

 

 
 

 

Puzzle 2 

1. Australia 
2. South Africa 

3. India 
4. Jamaica 
5. Canada 
6. Singapore 

7. Isle of Man 
8. Cyprus 

9. Bangladesh 
10. Jersey 

11. Brunei 
12. Kiribati 
13. British Indian Ocean 

Territory 

14. Cameroon 
15. Nauru 

Sports taking Place at Commonwealth Games :  

Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Boxing, Cricket, 
Cycling, Diving, Gymnastics, Hockey, Judo, Netball, 

Rugby, Squash, Swimming, Volleyball, Wrestling. 

Sports NOT taking Place :  

Archery, Baseball, Curling, Fencing, Football, Golf, 

Handball, Horse Racing, Lacrosse, Motor Racing, 
Polo, Rounders, Rowing, Sailing, Skating, Skiing, 

Soccer, Tennis (Table-Tennis IS taking place),  

Commonwealth Flags 

During August I shall be taking some time 

off, but still hope to send you something 

fortnightly.  Steve 

Soduku—kd/e1 


