
   

Steve’s Puzzles and Stuff—79 

Friends  

One day, in my first year 
in a US high school, I 
saw a kid from my class 

walking home from 
school.  His name was 
Kyle.  It looked like he 
was carrying all of  his 
books.  I thought to 

myself, “Why would 
anyone bring home all 
his books on a 
Friday?  He must really 

be a nerd.” 

I had quite a weekend planned 
(parties and a football game 

with my friends Saturday 
afternoon), so I shrugged my shoulders and went on.   

As I was walking, I saw a bunch of kids running toward 
him.  They ran at him, knocking all his books out of his arms 
and tripping him so he landed in the dirt.  His glasses went 

flying, and I saw them land in the grass about ten feet from 
him.   

He looked up and I saw this terrible sadness in his eyes.   My 

heart went out to him.  So, I jogged over to him as he crawled 
around looking for his glasses, and I saw a tear in his eye.   As 

I handed him his glasses, I said, “Those guys are jerks.   They 
really should get lives.”  

(Continued on page 2) 

“OK!  OK!—I promise I’ll stop 

jumping into puddles…” 

Bored Panda 
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Birds’ nests 

He looked at me and said, “Hey 
thanks!” There was a big smile on his 

face.  It was one of those smiles that 
showed real gratitude.  I helped him 

pick up his books, and asked him where 
he lived.  As it turned out, he lived near 

me, so I asked him why I had never 
seen him before.  He said he used to go 
to a private school.  

We talked all the way home, and I 
carried some of his books.  He turned 

out to be a pretty cool kid.  I asked him 
if he wanted to play a little soccer with 

my friends.  He said yes.   

We hung out all weekend and the more I 

got to know Kyle, the more I liked him, 
and my friends thought the same of 
him. 

Monday morning came, 
and there was Kyle with 

the huge stack of books 
again.  I stopped him and 

said, “Boy, you are 
gonna really build some 

serious muscles with this 
pile of books 

everyday!”   He just laughed and 
handed me half the books.   

Over the next four years, Kyle and I 

became best friends.  When we were 
seniors, we began to think about 

university. Kyle decided on Georgetown, 
and I was going to Duke.  I knew that 

we would always be friends, that the 
miles would never be a problem.  He 

was going to be a doctor, and I was 
going for business on a football 

scholarship.  

Kyle was top of our class.  I teased him 
all the time about being a nerd.   

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Friends!  

Here are some pictures from the past.  Can you work out what was going on? 

 

1. What is being 

built here—and 

when? 

2. What is being 

restored here—

and when? 

4. This famous event called the ‘Field of the Cloth Of Gold’ took place when and why? 

5. What is being 

built here— 

and when? 

4. The biggest 
volcanic 
eruption in 
recorded history 
occurred where 
and when? 

 

6. Where is this gigantic walking crane 

going—and when? 

7. This famous transatlantic liner caught fire and sank—when, and what was she called? 
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4 letters 
IRAN 
LAOS 
LIMA 
MALE 
ROME 
SUVA 
UTAH 
 
5 letters 
ARUBA 
BOISE 
IDAHO 
INDIA 
ITALY 
MALTA 

Word-Fit Crossword 
In US schools kids ‘graduate’ from high school 

like UK students do from university, and Kyle 

had to prepare a speech for ours.  I was so 
glad it wasn’t me having to get up there and 

speak.  

Graduation day! I saw Kyle –he looked great.  He 

was one of those guys that really found himself 

during high school.  He filled out and actually 

looked good in glasses.  He had more dates than 

I had and all the girls loved him.  Boy, sometimes 

I was jealous.    

Today was one of those days.  I could see that 

he was nervous about his speech.  So, I smacked 

him on the back and said, “Hey, big guy, you’ll 

be great!”  

He looked at me with 

one of those looks 

(the really grateful 
one) and smiled. 

“Thanks,” he said.    

As he started his 

speech, he cleared his 

throat, and 

began.  “Graduation is 

a time to thank those who helped you make it 

through those tough years.  Your parents, your 
teachers, your siblings,  but mostly your friends.   

I am here to tell all of you that being a friend to 

someone is the best gift you can give them.  I am 

going to tell you a story.”  I just looked at my 

friend with disbelief as he told the story of the 

first day we met.   

He had planned to kill himself over the 
weekend.  He talked of how he had cleaned out 

his locker so his Mom wouldn’t have to do it later 

and was carrying his stuff home.  He looked hard 

at me and gave me a little smile.  “Thankfully, I 

was saved. My friend saved me from doing the 

unspeakable.” 

I heard the gasp go through the crowd as this 

handsome, popular boy told us all about his 
weakest moment.  I saw his mom and dad 

looking at me and smiling that same grateful 

smile.  Not until that moment did I realize its 

depth.   

Never underestimate the power of  
your actions.   

With one small gesture you can change a 
person’s life.  For better or for worse.   

God puts us all in each other’s lives to 
impact one another in some way.  Look for 

God in others. 

“Friends are angels who lift us to our feet 
when our wings have trouble remembering 

how to fly.” 

(Continued from page 2) 

Friends!  

Can you fit the words from the list correctly into the grid? 

MIAMI 
NIGER 
PERTH 
TONGA 
 
6 letters 
BRUNEI 
DUBLIN 
MANAMA 
UGANDA 
 

7 letters 
BAHRAIN 
SOMALIA 
URUGUAY 

 
8 letters 
BRASILIA 
HONOLULU 
SANTIAGO 
 
9 letters 
KATHMANDU 
 
10 letters 
AZERBAIJAN 
BATON ROUGE 
 
13 letters 
LIECHTENSTEIN 

Matchstick Puzzles 

Reorganise 

these 

matchsticks 

to get 3 

triangles. 

Move 5 

matchsticks 

to get 3 

squares. 
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SATURDAY 2nd JULY 

9.00    Men’s Breakfast in St Columba’s Hall * 

All men are invited and encouraged to bring a guest to hear and chat with Bishop John 
and enjoy a Full English—or vegetarian/vegan option if you let Kevin know beforehand. 

11.00  Prayer on the Streets 

Join us in church before we head out onto our local streets with Bishop 
John to ask people what we can pray for them and invite them to the 
special service at church on Sunday. 

2.30    Rockingham Castle Event 

This is for the people of Rockingham village but we need volunteers to help with catering 
and everyone to pray.  

7.00    Murder Mystery Evening in St Columba’s Hall * 
An evening of mystery & intrigue as well as fine food & 
conversation. Open to all for a donation, guests are especially 
welcome. This Grand Dinner is set on the eve of the Queen's 
Coronation and is an event on its own, so well worth inviting 
people to. We have included an opportunity for Bishop John to 
speak and chat with all the guests.  
 

SUNDAY 3rd JULY 

10.30  Morning Worship at St Columba’s 

A special Invitation Service for family, friends, neighbours, colleagues, 
etc with Bishop John speaking. 

3.00    Worship at St Leonard’s, Rockingham 

Another invitation service with Bishop John speaking and for you to pray 
for, go to and invite people to. 

This promises to be an exciting weekend, and it will be made even more exciting if we join 
in the various events and invite those people we know to come along too. There is nothing 

quite so uplifting as being part of the process of introducing someone you know to Jesus, 

a process that usually involves many people. The teams putting on these events will be 

ready, Bishop John is ready, but we all need to invite people. Remember the response to 

your invitation does not depend on you, AND the most unlikely people (remember Saul 

who became Paul) may be the ones who say Yes!   

FRIDAY 1st JULY 

8.45    Prayer for the Weekend at St. 

Columba’s 

9.30    Meet with Year 5 from Woodnewton 
School in church 

12.30  Meet Lodge Park Academy students & 

staff over lunch 

3.00  Ladies Afternoon Tea at St. Columba’s * 

Bishop John will speak before sandwiches, 
cakes & tea are shared along with 
conversation with Bishop John & one another. 

700    BBQ at The 
Vicarage * 

ALL welcome if you bring a 
guest who doesn’t yet 
come to church. Bishop 
John will speak and there 
will be lots of conversation. 

For the events marked * it will be helpful to have an indication of numbers so please sign up at the back of church—or contact Kevin—and don't forget to include your 

guests!   Those in bold are open to all, those in BLUE are either for schools or exclusively for Rockingham. 
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1. Who in the Bible was told by God to cook his meals on 
dung? 

2. Who cut off her son’s foreskin and threw it at her 
husband’s feet? 

3. Whose donkey spoke to him and told him off for 

hitting her three times? 

4. Which OT prophet was told by God to marry a 
prostitute? 

5. Who swapped a shoe for a woman? 

6. Who argued with Satan about the body of Moses? 
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WORDSEARCH 

 SPACE 

ANAGRAMS 

Can you work out these space terms? 

1. RADIO SET (8) 

2. TRY MOLASSES (5,6) 

3. REMOTE (6) 

4. VENUS IRE (8) 

5. A SLURP (6) 

6. LATEST LIE (9) 

7. EXIT RARER STARLET (5,11) 

8. NASA TUTOR (9) 

9. GET RAY VIZOR (4,7) 

10. HELLO BACK (5,4) 

Weekly Services at St. Columba’s 
Sundays at 10.30am at St. Columba’s 

Rockingham Services 9am monthly. 
Please wear a mask. 

 Occasional services at other times.  
Details in the Vicar’s weekly email and website.  

Services are available online on YouTube via 

 https://stcolumbascorby.org.uk/ 
Clergy 

Vicar & Rural Dean:                               
Revd. Canon Ian Pullinger  

157 Studfall Avenue,  Corby, NN17 1LG.   
Tel: 01536 400225 

Mobile: 07903 644609  
Email: ianpullinger@btinternet.com  

Curate: The Revd. Kevin Montgomery 
5 Hood Court, Corby, NN17 2RH 

Tel:  01536 647727  

Mobile: 07512 822422 
Email: kfm@thedigitalchristian.com 

SUDOKU 
The rules of Sudoku are simple. Place a digit from 1 to 

9 in each empty cell so every row, every column, and 
every 3 x 3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

 

S 
eventy years on the throne: our 

Queen is an amazing woman, totally 

committed to duty, honour, country 

and commonwealth, and to her Christian 
faith. Although her accession to the throne 

was in February, this is the month of 

celebration, and the time for us to honour 

our Queen and to thank God for her. 

   Some people find public celebrations 

very easy, and love big events, street 

parties, mega concerts, and so on. Others 

prefer a quieter life. However, this is a 
unique national occasion, and we ought all 

to find ways to honour such a remarkable 

person and all that she has brought to our 

national life. 

   From the first weekend of the month to 

the last, and June is also the month when 

we ordain new deacons and priests in the 
Cathedral. Not every parish is directly 

involved, but it should be a great cause of 

rejoicing for all of us that men and women, 

younger and older, are continuing to offer 

themselves for ordination in healthy 

numbers.  

   Our selection process is quite rigorous, 

training takes several years, plus at least 

three years of on-the-job 

training as curates. It 

usually takes around eight 

years from someone first 
offering until they can be 

in charge of a parish or in 

an unsupervised chaplaincy role. Even 

through lockdown, we have had a steady 

stream of good candidates, and the future 

looks promising in terms of the availability 

of future clergy. 

   In the middle of June, among other 
things, I will be presiding at confirmations, 

instituting a new vicar in a parish, 

dedicating major refurbishments in 

another church, spending a day in a rural 

multi-parish benefice including a school 

visit, spending a morning with the group of 

people training to be licensed as Lay 
Ministers and Readers later in the year.  

   In one way, these are just standard, 

“bread and butter” activities in my diary: 

but they are also signs of a church that is 

truly alive. That is something more to 

celebrate. 

Praise God!  

 

A month of celebration 
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“Do you believe that Jesus is the Saviour of your
   life?”  

“Yes.” 

As North Korean refugee Bon-Hwa slipped under the 
water, she couldn’t keep back her tears. The day she 
had waited for so long since she trusted Jesus in a 

secret Bible study was finally happening. For two long 
years, she had begged to be baptized.  

Bon-Hwa’s secret baptism took some planning. She, a pastor and 

her Bible group leader travelled separately to an Open Doors safe 
house in a remote area. They didn’t want to risk her being caught 

and repatriated to North Korea.  

In more than 60 countries around the world, believers like Bon-Hwa 

are taking life-threatening risks to make a public profession of their 

faith in Christ. Sometimes, as in Bon-Hwa’s case, only three people 

gather together; other times a small group is there to witness these 

spiritual milestones. Regardless of the circumstances, these holy 

moments are mixed with great joy and the knowledge that their 
decision to live for Christ will likely mean they will also suffer for Him.  

Each time our field partners share a story, photo or video of new 

believers being baptized, we recognize both the beauty and gravity 

of that scene. We hope this collection encourages you in your faith 

and also compels you to pray with these new believers. The 

decision to be baptized and step into the water isn’t made lightly—

but always with great joy.  

 “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5).  

In Bangladesh, if baptisms are discovered, it 

could mean harsh and torturous persecution from 

family, locals and Islamic extremist groups. Yet, in 

this instance, many courageous men and women 

marched secretly to the water and declared 

“Jesus is Lord.” They arose as living testimonies 
and left their past beliefs behind like dirty rags. 

Being a Christian in Syria can equate to harassment, beatings and 

isolation. But God is still on the move. Our local partners shared 

photos of the day that 16 men and women— part of the Syrian 

church—took a hidden retreat to the mountains of neighbouring 

Lebanon. On a sunny, Sunday morning, one by one, each of the 16 

Syrians took their turn, walked down the stairs into a swimming 
pool, claimed Christ as 

King in baptism and  

came out of the water 

t o  t h u n d e r o u s 

applause from their 

new family in Him.  

Talitha lives in Central Asia where 

none of her family are Christians. But 

through a series of “chance” 

m e e t i n g s  a n d  u n de r g r ou n d 
connect ions,  the 17-year-old 

discovered Jesus. This past Christmas 

Eve—aware that her restricted 

relationship with Jesus could mean 

banishment from her home and 

community—Talitha was baptized and continues to  celebrate Christ as 

her one true Hope.  

At a secret meeting of a church in north Syria, 24 Kurdish believers 
were baptized. They chose to give their lives to Jesus, regardless of the 

danger they may face because of this decision. Pray that these new 

believers will be strong in the face of all persecution they will face 

because of their decision. Pray that this church is able to spread the 

Word of God to many more. 

Despite a military coup, hundreds 

keep coming to Christ in Myanmar. 
The military purposely bombs 

churches and strips Christians of 

any resources, leaving them with 

nothing to live on, but there is no 

force that can stop God’s work. 

While threat of death looms, 

dozens upon dozens continue to 

accept Jesus as their Saviour and 
follow His command of baptism 

behind closed doors.  

In the southern Philippines, 39 

youths braved rocky seas on a 

boat to attend discipleship training 

at a house church in a remote 

area. Their decision to leave Islam and follow  Jesus was a gigantic step 
in their lives. At the end of the weekend, 18 of them took  another leap 

and were baptized. Making a public declaration of their decision to 

follow Jesus strengthens them as many return to families and 

communities who will not celebrate their newfound faith. 

(Names have been changed to protect individuals at most risk.) 
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Edited by Steve at: scansmag@aol.com All material is either my own, licensed, public domain, creative commons or by permission. 
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1. Erecting the Statue of Liberty. It took more 

than 15 years to take the Statue of Liberty 

from concept to reality. Built in France, 

shipped to the US, assembly is pictured in 

1884. It was dedicated on October 28, 

1886. There is a time capsule in its base. 

2. Restoring Stonehenge. After Stonehenge was 

given to the nation in 1918, a programme of 

restoration followed, including excavation, 

the righting of fallen stones, and steps to 

prevent the collapse of others. Restoration 

work ended in December 1920 but 

excavations continued until 1926.   

3. The Field of the Cloth of Gold was a summit 

meeting between King Henry VIII of England 

and King Francis I of France from 7 to 24 

June 1520. Held at Balinghem, between 

Ardres in France and Guînes in the English 

Pale of Calais, it was a very expensive display 

of wealth by both kings.  

4. On Monday, 27 August 1883, the island of 

Krakatoa WEST of Java (not East as in the 

film title) was blown apart by a massive 

eruption that 

was four 

times greater 

than the 

biggest ever 

nuclear bomb 

test. Heard 

3,000 miles 

away, the explosions threw five cubic miles of 

earth 50 miles into the air, created 120-foot 

tsunamis and killed 36,000 people.  

5. Blackpool Tower 

being built. Completed in 

1894 it is 518ft  (158m) 

tall.  When it opened, the 

Tower was the tallest 

man made structure in 

the British Empire. 

6. On 30th May 

1974 Corby’s fifth 

and final giant 

walking dragline 

“SUNDEW” 

’walked’ from 

Exton Park Ironstone Quarry in Rutland to its 

new home 13 miles away at Shotley 

Ironstone Quarry near Corby.  It weighed 

1675 tons and had to cross 3 underground 

water mains, 3 rivers, 13 power lines, 10 

roads, 2 underground gas mains and a 

railway line.  It ended up at Great Oakley and 

had a beam length of 282 feet.  

7. The RMS Queen Elizabeth, after years as a 

luxury liner she caught fire and sank in 

Victoria Harbour, Hong Kong, on January 9, 

1972  on its way 

to being made 

into a floating 

university. 

 

The Comedy Pavement is in Blackpool on the 

seafront opposite the Tower.  It features the 
names, jokes, songs and comedy catchphrases 

from more than 1,000 of Britain’s best loved 
comedians.  

1. Ezekiel (4:12). 
2. Zipporah at Moses (Exodus 4:24-25).  
3. Balaam (Numbers 22:28). 
4. Hosea (1:2). 
5. Boaz for Ruth (Ruth 4). 
6. Archangel Michael (Jude 5). 

1. ASTEROID 

2. SOLAR SYSTEM 

3. METEOR 

4. UNIVERSE 

5. PULSAR 

6. SATELLITE 

7. EXTRA TERRESTRIAL 

8. ASTRONAUT 

9. ZERO GRAVITY 

10. BLACK HOLE 

“We had dozens of applications for the manager’s 

job, ranging from the top end of the scale to an 

unknown 25-year-old whose only selling point is 

that he owns a tracksuit.”  (Dundee Utd. Chairman) 


