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Meet Kevin!
God lives under his bed!
I envy Kevin. My brother Kevin thinks God
lives under his bed. At least that's what I heard
him say one night. He was praying out loud in
his dark bedroom, and I stopped outside his
closed door to listen. "Are you there, God?"
he said. "Where are you? Oh, I see. Under the
bed." I giggled softly and tiptoed off to my own
room.
Kevin's unique perspectives are often a source of amusement. But that night
something else lingered long
after the humour. I realized for
the first time the very different
world Kevin lives in.
He was born 30 years ago,
mentally disabled as a result of
difficulties during labour. Apart
from his size (6-foot-2), there
are few ways in which he is an
ad ul t. H e re as o ns an d
communicates with the
capabilities of a 7-year-old, and
(Continued on page 2)
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"I asked an elderly man once what it was like to be
old and to know the majority of his life was behind
him. He told me that he has been the same age his
entire life.

Meet Kevin!
(Continued from page 1)

he always will. He will probably always
believe that God lives under his bed, that
He said the voice inside of his head had never aged. He has always just
Santa Claus is the one who fills the space
been the same boy. His mother's son. He had always wondered when he under our tree every Christmas and that
would grow up and be an old
airplanes stay
man.
up in the sky
because
He said he watched his body age
angels carry
and his faculties dull but the
them.
person he is inside never got
tired. Never aged. Never changed.
I remember
wondering if
Our spirits are eternal.
K e v i n
Our souls are forever.
realizes he is different. Is he ever
The next time you encounter an
dissatisfied with his monotonous life? Up
elderly person, look at them and
before dawn each day, off to work at a
know they are still a child, just as
workshop for the disabled, home to walk
you are still a child and children
our cocker spaniel, return to eat his
will always need love, attention
favourite macaroni-and-cheese for dinner,
and purpose."~ Author unknown
and later to bed. The only variation in the
entire scheme are laundry, when he
hovers excitedly over the washing
The same number represents the same letter throughout, e.g. 19 is always N. Can you crack machine like a mother with her newborn
child. He does not seem dissatisfied.
the code? Three letters are given to get you started.
He lopes out to the bus every morning at
Birds’ work.
nests He
7:05, eager for a day of simple
wrings his hands excitedly while the water
boils on the stove before dinner, and he
stays up late twice a week to gather our
dirty laundry for his next day's laundry
chores. And Saturdays-oh, the bliss of
Saturdays! That's the day my Dad takes
Kevin to the airport to have a soft drink,
watch the planes land, and speculate
loudly on the destination of each
passenger inside. "That one's goin' to Chicar-go!" Kevin shouts as he claps his
hands. His anticipation is so great he can
hardly sleep on Friday nights.
And so goes his world of daily rituals and
weekend field trips.
He doesn't know what it means to be
discontent. His life is simple. He will never
know the entanglements of wealth or
power, and he does not care what brand
of clothing he wears or what kind of food
he eats. His needs have always been met,
and he never worries that one day they
may not be.
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10 11 12 13 His hands are diligent. Kevin is never so
happy as when he is working. When he
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14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21
22 23 24 25 26 carpet, his heart is completely in it. He
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N

(Continued on page 3)

3

Quizzical
The first questions follow on from last week’s
great celebration of our Queen.
1. What are the Queen’s three Christian
names?
2. A monarch can use
any of their names
as their ‘regnal
name’. Her father,
chose to be King
George VI rather
than King Albert
(his first name). He was Albert Frederick
Arthur George, known as Bertie in the family.
Two other recent monarchs chose not to use
their first name. Who were they?
3. Prince Charles, Prince
William and Prince Louis (but
not Prince George) all share a
romantic mediaeval Christian
name—but would they ever
dare use it as king? What is
it?
4. Who was Prime Minister when Elizabeth
became Queen?
5. What is the most points you can score in
SCRABBLE™ with QUEEN, depending on
where you place it (ignoring linking words)?
6. Henrys + Georges - Edwards + Williams = ?
Elizabeths
7. Which Agatha Christie play started its run in
London in 1952—and is still running?

8. Also in 1952, this UK aircraft became the
world’s first jetliner with its first commercial
flight on May 2nd. What was it called?

9. Where, near Corby, would you find a Bede
House that was formerly a wing of a palace
belonging to the Bishops of Lincoln?
10. Which African countries were once known as
(i) Abyssinia
(ii) Bechuanaland
(iii) Gold Coast
(iv) Nyasaland
(v) Portuguese East Africa?
11. What was left in Pandora's Box after she had
released misery and evil?

12. On the Royal Standard, how many lions
are there?
13. What does the AA stand for in A A Milne?
14. Which US state has borders with
Arkansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and
Louisiana?
15. How many spots
are there in total,
on a standard set
of dominoes?
16. In the song "My Grandfather's
Clock" where had it stood for 90
years and why?
17. What do AM and FM stand for
in relation to radio?
18. Name the nine European
countries that the River Danube
flows through.
19. Where in your body would you
find the Mandible?
20. Which is the only place in the
UK with an exclamation mark in its
name?
21. From which films do the following quotes
come :
(a) “I’ll be back;
(b) "There's no place like home";
(c) "I'm the King of the World";
(d) "Show me the money";
(e) "You talkin' to me?”
22. Which is the longest book in the bible?
23. Which is the shortest book in the bible?
24. What instruments are/were the following
famous for playing:
(i) Stéphane Grappelli;
(ii) James Galway;
(iii) Jeff Beck;
(iv) Jacqueline Du Pre;
(v) Liberace.
25. What is the difference between a tendon
and a ligament?
26. What countries have the following
International car registrations:
(i) B
(ii) K
(iii) D
(iv) H
(v) M ?
27. Cliff Richard represented the UK at the
Eurovision song contest on two
occasions. Can you name the years and
the songs?
28. How many points are gained for a try at
Rugby (Union and League)?
29. Which European country has just changed
it name to dissociate it from a bird of the
same name and negative connotations
associated with it?
30. Prime Minister Boris Johnson
has been much in the news last
week, but which European
country had kings called Boris?
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does not shrink from a job when it is
begun, and he
does not leave
a job until it is
finished. But
when his tasks
are done,
Kevin knows
how to relax.
He is not obsessed with his work or
the work of others.
His heart is pure. He still believes
everyone tells the truth, promises
must be kept, and when you are
wrong, you apologize instead of
argue. Free from pride and
unconcerned with appearances, Kevin
is not afraid to cry when he is hurt,
angry or sorry.
He is always transparent, always
sincere, and he trusts God. Not
confined by intellectual reasoning,
when he comes to Christ, he comes
as a child.
Kevin seems to know God - to really
be friends with Him in a way that is
difficult for an "educated" person to
grasp. God seems like his closest
companion. In my moments of doubt
and frustrations with my Christianity, I
envy the security Kevin has in his
simple faith. It is then that I am most
willing to admit that he has some
divine knowledge that rises above my
mortal questions. It is then I realize
that perhaps he is not the one with
the handicap - I am! My obligations,
my fear, my pride, my circumstances they all become disabilities when I do
not trust them to God's care. Who
knows if Kevin comprehends things I
can never learn? After all, he has
spent his whole life in that kind of
innocence, praying after dark and
soaking up the goodness and love of
God.
And one day, when the mysteries of
heaven are opened, and we are all
amazed at how close God really is to
our hearts, I'll realize that God heard
the simple prayers of a boy who
believed that God lived under his
bed—but Kevin won't be surprised at
all!
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God’s
Sacrifice
By Jessie Tosh
For many years Jessie has provided
us with inspiring poems. Here is a
new one.

Thank you Lord for your deep
love,
The love You lay on me.
You touch my life each time I
pray
You guide my path along the
way.
My love has deepened in my
heart,
My soul, it burns with love,
Covers me in wondrous
thoughts
Of joy from heaven above.
Lord, you hung upon that
cross in pain,
Deep love was yours to give.
You bled and died upon that
cross
You died that I may live.

You laid my sins upon
yourself,
saying ‘Father, let your will

be’

You died upon the cross,
Dear Lord,
To grant new life to me.

One summer evening during a violent
thunderstorm a mother was tucking her
son into bed.
She was about to turn off the light when
he asked with a tremor in his voice,
"Mommy, will you sleep with me tonight?"
The mother smiled and gave him a
reassuring hug. "I can't dear," she said. "I
have to sleep in Daddy's room."
A long silence was broken at last by his
shaky little voice: "The big sissy."

They laid you in a borrowed
tomb.
In grave clothes there you
lay.
When Mary came that early
morn,
she saw the stone was rolled
away.
You rose up from the grave,
dear Lord,
To live within my heart,
To save my soul and set me
free
To live for evermore with
Thee.
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SUDOKU
The rules of Sudoku are simple. Place a digit
from 1 to 9 in each empty cell so every row,
every column, and every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.

TEAM GB SPORTING
HEROES ANAGRAMS
Can you work out these sports stars?
1.

ADEPT MAYA (Swimming—100m)

2. AT MELODY (Diving)
3. COCKPIT MOD (Mountain biking)
4. THEREBY VANISHER (BMX)
5. ANOTHER COW THROTTLING (BMX)
6. KENYA LUNAR (Track cycling)
7. CLEAR UNRIPE (Boxing)

8. ATOM NED (Swimming—200m)
9. DOWEL INVENTOR (Equestrian)
10. COSTS LEGIT (Sailing)
11. CHEF TANKER (Women’s Pentathlon)
12. SMALL WATT (Cycling omnium)

Don’t you just love headline writers…

Weekly Services at St. Columba’s
Sundays at 10.30am at St. Columba’s

Rockingham Services 9am monthly.
Please wear a mask.

Occasional services at other times.
Details in the Vicar’s weekly email and website.
Services are available online on YouTube via

https://stcolumbascorby.org.uk/

Clergy
Vicar & Rural Dean:
Revd. Canon Ian Pullinger
157 Studfall Avenue, Corby, NN17 1LG.
Tel: 01536 400225
Mobile: 07903 644609

Email: ianpullinger@btinternet.com

Curate: The Revd. Kevin Montgomery
5 Hood Court, Corby, NN17 2RH
Tel: 01536 647727
Mobile: 07512 822422
Email: kfm@thedigitalchristian.com
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What am I Bid for the Son?
A wealthy man and his
son loved to collect rare
works of art. They had
everything in their
collection, from Picasso
to Raphael. They would
often sit together and
admire the great works of art.
When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous
and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father was notified and grieved
deeply for his only son.
About a month later, just before
Christmas, there was a knock at the
door.
A young man stood at the door with a
large package in his hands. He said,
"Sir, you don't know me, but I am the
soldier for whom your son gave his
life. He saved many lives that day, and
he was carrying me to safety when a
bullet struck him in the heart and he died instantly. He often talked about you, and your
love for art." The young man held out this package. "I know this isn't much. I'm not
really a great artist, but I think your son would have
wanted you to have this."
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his
son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the
way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in
the painting. The father was so drawn to the eyes that his
own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man
and offered to pay him for the picture. "Oh, no sir, I could
never repay what your son did for me. It's a gift."
The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time
visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait
of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected.
The man died a few months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings.
Many influential people gathered, excited over seeing the great paintings and having an
opportunity to purchase one for their collection.

On the platform sat the
painting of the son.
The auctioneer
pounded his gavel "We
will start the bidding
with this picture of the
son. Who will bid for
this picture?"
There was silence. Then a voice in the back of the
room shouted, "We want to see the famous
paintings. Skip this one"
But the auctioneer persisted. "Will somebody bid for
this painting. Who will start the bidding? $100,
$200?"
Another voice angrily yelled, "We didn't come to see
this painting. We came to see the Van Goghs, the
Rembrandts. Get on with the real bids!"
But still the auctioneer continued. "The son! The son!
Who'll take the son?"
Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room.
It was the long-time gardener of the man and his
son. "I'll give $10 for the painting." Being a poor
man, it was all he could afford.
"We have $10, who will bid $20?"
"Give it to him for $10. Let's see the masters."
"$10 is the bid, won't someone bid $20?"
The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't want the
picture of the son. They wanted the more worthy
investments for their collections.
The auctioneer pounded the gavel. "Going once,
twice, SOLD for $10!"
A man sitting on the second row shouted, "Now let's
get on with the collection!"
The auctioneer laid down his gavel. "I'm sorry, the
auction is over."
"What about the paintings?"
"I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this
auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will.
I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until
this time. Only the painting of the son would be
auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would
inherit the entire estate, including the paintings.
The man who took the son gets everything!"
God gave His son 2,000 years ago to die on the
cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message today
is: "The son, the son, who'll take the son?"

BECAUSE, YOU SEE, WHOEVER TAKES THE SON GETS
EVERYTHING.
“For God so loved the world he gave his only
begotten son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have everlasting life.”
Other similar stories to this have also happened!
In 1954 a young boy’s nurse bought his portrait
then found the father’s will in the back lining and
inherited the whole estate.

WHAT WILL YOU BID FOR THE SON?
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Spot the Differences
Quizzical
1. Elizabeth Alexandra Mary.
2. Queen Victoria was christened Alexandrina
Victoria, but chose Victoria. When her son,
Prince Albert Edward, became king in 1901,
he took the regnal name Edward VII.
3. Arthur. Charles could choose to be King
Arthur rather than Charles III.
4. Winston Churchill.
5. 35. Q=10 on triple square (30), E=1 on a
double (2) , and E, U, N all on 1 pt.(3) so
30+2+3 = 35.
6. 5. 8 Henrys, 6 Georges, 8 Edwards, 4
Williams, 2 Elizabeths, so 8+6-8+4 /2=5.
7. The Mousetrap.
8. The De Havilland Comet.
9. Lyddington (English Heritage & open.)
10. (i) Abyssinia = Ethiopia; (ii) Bechuanaland
= Botswana; (iii) Gold Coast = Ghana;
(iv) Nyasaland = Malawi; (v) Portuguese
East Africa = Mozambique.
11. Hope was left inside Pandora’s box.
12. There are seven lions in total, two lots of
three for England and one for Scotland.
13. The initials stand for Alan Alexander.
14. Texas.
15. You would find a total of 168 dots.
16. It stood on the floor because it was too tall
for the shelf.
17. AM = Amplitude Modulation and FM =
Frequency Modulation.
18. The River Danube flows through Germany,
Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia,
Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine.
19. The Mandible is the jawbone.
20. (a) Terminator; (b) The Wizard of Oz; (c)
Titanic; (d) Jerry Maguire; (e) Taxi Driver.
21. The Book of Psalms with 43,743 words in
the KJV.
22. The shortest book with just 299 words is
the Third Epistle of John in the KJV.
23. (i) Stéphane Grappelli = Violin; (ii) James
Galway = Flute; (iii) Jeff Beck = Guitar; (iv)
Jacqueline Du Pre = Cello; (v) Liberace =
Piano.
24. Westward Ho!
25. A tendon connects muscle to bone while a
ligament connects bone with bone.
26. (i) B = Belgium; (ii) K = Cambodia; (iii) D
= Germany; (iv) H = Hungary; (v) M =
27.
28.
29.

30.

Malta.
1968 Congratulations (finishing 2nd) and
1973 Power to All Our Friends (3rd place)
A try is worth 5 points in Rugby Union and
4 points in League.
Turkey has changed to Türkiye, pronounced
Tur-key-YAY. It originally adopted this name
in 1932 when it became independent.
Bulgaria. Boris III died in 1943 supposedly
from pneumonia after a blazing row with
Hitler, but many believe he was poisoned.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Code Word

Hidden Objects

Dingbats

Maze

Men in Black
Johnny English.
Inspector Gadget.
Watership Down.
Lion King.
Midnight Cowboy.
Kung Fu Panda.

8. Enter the Dragon.
9. The Quick and the
Dead.
10. Blade Runner.
11. Angels and
Demons.
12. Skyfall, or The Man
who Fell to Earth.

SUDOKU

mp8

Sporting Anagrams
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Next edition in TWO weeks’ time. A
printed SCaNS is also in preparation.

All material is either my own, licensed, public domain, creative commons or by permission.

Adam Peaty
Tom Daley
Tom Pidcock
Bethany Shriever
Charlotte Worthington
Laura Kenny

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Lauren Price
Tom Dean
Oliver Townend
Giles Scott
Kate French
Matt Walls

"Your call is very important to us.
Please enjoy this 40-minute flute solo."
Edited by Steve at: scansmag@aol.com

