
   

Steve’s Puzzles and Stuff—77 

Meet the Philippians 

This article provides some 
background information on the 
Church at Philippi. It originally 

formed part of  a Summer Bible 
School series I led in 2005.   

The map shown below shows many of the  

places where Paul travelled and minis-
tered—which today are in Greece and 
Turkey.  A white arrow indicates Philippi. 

Background to Philippi 

Philippi was the gateway to Europe – a 

strategic centre commanding the great 
Roman road known as the Egnatian Way.   
As such, once Paul was guided by the Holy 

Spirit to go there, he saw how perfectly it 
fitted into God’s “master plan”, assuring 

the spread of the Gospel westwards into 

Europe and throughout the Roman Em-
pire. Converts from Philippi whose work 

took them throughout the Empire would 
take the gospel ahead of him, preparing 

the way (cf. Acts 28:13f.). 

The city was a natural fortress, sitting on 

a range of hills that separated Europe 
from Asia, the East from the West. 

It had been captured from the Thracians 
in 360 BC by Philip II of Macedon, the 

father of Alexander the Great and    
renamed after him.   He fortified it and 
developed its gold-mining industry.  Gold 

(Continued on page 5) 

Saint Paul 
As depicted in a  12 th – 13th Century mosaic at    

Monreale Cathedral, Sicily. 

 Onesiphorus, a friend of Paul (2 Tim 1:16) 

described him as “a man small of stature, with a 
bald head and crooked legs, in a good state of 

body, with eyebrows meeting and nose somewhat 
hooked, full of friendliness; for now he appeared 
like a man, and now he had the face of an angel.”  

The Egnation Way 
Note the chariot wheel groves. 

Ruins at Philippi 

Coo! 

77 Puzzles & Stuff 
+ 23 Mini-SCaNS 

makes this  
100 issues!  
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BAKER’S DOZEN 
1. Which famous English poet was 

blind? 

2. In which countries will the next 
THREE Summer Olympic Games 

be held? 

3. Which proverb suggests that 
noisy people usually have little 

of value to say? 

4. “Come back to Erin…”  Where is 

Erin? 

5. Which king was known as the 

“Father of the British Navy”? 

6. Which country is famous for 
“birds’ nest 

soup”? (The 
nests are 
made from 
the saliva of 
swiflets, not 
twigs, etc.) 

7. Put these in 
the order they     evaporate—
the fastest first: water, ether, 
alcohol. 

8. Which of these birds always lay 

their eggs on the ground: 
starling, plover, skylark, 
swallow. 

9. What is the southernmost point 

of South America? 

10. “Under the 
spreading 
chestnut tree the 
village smithy 
stands.” Who 

wrote these 

words? 

11. What word beginning with “f” 

means easily bent? 

12. Of which disciples’ names are 
SHOT MA and 

WANDER 
anagrams? 

13. Which is the 
oldest canal in 

England? 

Birds’ nests 

 
BIBLE CODEWORD PUZZLE  

The same letter represents the same number throughout, e.g. 3 is always N.  Cam you crack the 

code?  Some words are places or people.  Four letters are given. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

  N   O    R    

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

             



 3 

 

 

 

Where’s it gone? 
In the three panels below are various creatures, people and objects. 

Most appear in all three panels, some appear in two panels, and three 
only appear in one.  Can you work out which they are?  

 (They may not face in the same direction each time.) 

 

Zigzag 

is the fun, new word puzzle 

with pizzazz! The directions 
are very simple. 

1. Complete the 7-letter 

word at the top of each 

diagram. 

2. Use the last two letters 

of the first word as the 

first two letters of the 

second word. 

If you get stuck, try starting 

at the bottom of the diagram 
and working your way up, in 

reverse. 

 A R L 

 

             1.                            2.                                3.                              4.                              5.                             6. 
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Across 

1.    The ___ of life (1 John 1:1)  

4.    The true ___ (John 1:9)  

8.   A man of ___ (Isaiah 53:3)  

10.  “The ___ will come to Zion… (Isaiah 59:20)  

12.  The good ___ (John 10:11)  

15.  The Alpha and __ (Rev. 22:13)  

16.  ___ and Saviour (Acts 5:31)  

17.  For the __ himself will come down from heaven (I Thess. 4:16-

17)  

18.  Our apostle and high ___ (Heb. 3:1)  

19.  The __ and the truth and the life (John14:6)  

21.  The Living ___ (Rev. 1:18)  

22. The one ___ between God and mankind (I Tim. 2:5)  

23.  ___ of all things (Heb. 1:2)  

27.  ___, which means “God with us” (Matt.1:23)  

28. The Son of ___ (Luke 19:10)  

Down 

1.   The faithful ___ (Rev. 1:5) 

2.   The Root and Offspring of ___ (Rev. 22:16)  

3.   The ___ of their salvation (Heb.2:10)  

5.   The Lion of the tribe ___ (Rev. 5:5)  

6.   The ___ of life (John 6:35)  

7.   The light of the ___ (John 8:12)  

9.   The true ___ (John 15:1)  

11. “The ___ will come from Zion...” (Rom. 11:26)  

13. They said, “__” (which means “Teacher”)  (John 1:38) 

14. Exact ___ of God’s being (Heb. 1:3)  

16. The ___ lamb (I Cor. 5:7)  

20. The last ___ (I Cor. 15:45)  

24. A ___ of salvation (Luke 1:69)  

25. The ___ (Rev. 3:14)  

26. The King of the ___ (Matt. 2:1-2)  

Strange but True 

This is the world’s first 

HDD (hard disc drive), 

built in 1956 for the IBM 

305 RAMAC computer. It 

weighed over a 

ton and could 

store just 5MB of 

data!  The 4 TB 

one I am using 

n o w  h o l d s 
800,000 times as 

much and I can hold it in my hand!  

There is a town 

called Chicken 

in Alaska. The 

locals wanted to call 

it Ptarmigan but 

they couldn’t 

agree how 

to spell it, so 

they settled 

for Chicken!! 

We were sitting in church a few weeks ago while the minister delivered a sermon based on 
the timeless story of the prodigal son. When he got to the point where the father sees his 

son returning and races out to meet him, the minister said, "Throwing wide his arms, the 
father said..." 

At which point my younger son leaned over to me and whispered, "YOU'RE GROUNDED!" 
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coins have been found bearing his name. 
It passed into the hands of Rome after the 

battle of Pydna in 168 BC.  

A year later Aemilius Paullus divided    

Macedonia into four administrative       
districts and Philippi was included in the 

“first   division” of these.   

Acts 16:12  “From there we travelled 
to Philippi… the leading city of that 
district of Macedonia. And we stayed 
there several days.” 

Although Luke calls Philippi the “leading 
city” Thessalonica was the administrative 

(“capital”) centre. (Similarly, although 
Blackpool is probably the best known town 
in Lancashire, Preston is the administra-
tive centre, and  Lancaster the County 
town.) 

In 42 BC it was at Philippi that Antony and 

Octavian defeated Brutus and Cassius, 
who had murdered Julius Caesar.          
Subsequently it was enlarged and given 

the title “Colonia Iulia”, and, following the 
battle of Actium in 31 BC in which Antony 

& Cleopatra were defeated by Octavian, it 
received a settlement of Italian colonists 

who had supported Antony and been 
forced to surrender their lands to        

Octavian’s veterans.  The city’s title then 
changed to “Col(onia), Iul(ia) Aug(usta) 
Philip(pensis)” which has been found in-

(Continued from page 1) 
scribed on coins, thus honouring the 
Caesars Julius and Augustus and King 

Philip.   

Of all the privileges this title proclaimed 
the most valuable was that of “ius    
Italicum” which gave the citizens the 
same rights and privileges as if their land 

were part of Italian soil.    

Philippi was thus a proud Roman colony 

– famous as a “miniature Rome”.   

Paul draws on this picture in Philippians 

3:20 when he says, 

“ But our citizenship is in heaven. 
And we eagerly await a Saviour from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ” 

A picture of the loyalty of the Philippian 

Colony to its Roman citizenship is seen in 
Acts 16: 20-21. 

“They brought them before the  
magistrates and said, "These men 
are Jews, and are throwing our city 
into an uproar by advocating       
customs unlawful for us Romans to 
accept or practice." 

Why did Paul go to Philippi? 
He had not planned to do.  In Acts 16 
we read that Paul visited Lystra where 

he met Timothy for the first time, and 
invited him to join his mission team.  

15 years later in 1 Timothy 4:12 he still 
refers to Timothy as a “young man” 

(“youth” KJV) so here he must have 
been a teenager.  

Timothy’s mother and grandmother were  
Jewish and both committed Christians.  

Later Paul wrote to Timothy: 

2 Tim.1:5  “I have been reminded of 
your sincere faith, which first lived in 
your grandmother Lois and in your 
mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, 
now lives in you also.” 

So Paul and his group left Timothy’s 

home town of Lystra behind and set to 
work visiting various town in Phrygia and 

Galatia (see map). 

“When they came to the border of 
Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, 
but the Spirit of Jesus would not 
allow them to. So they passed by 
Mysia and went down to Troas. 

During the night Paul had a vision of 
a man of Macedonia standing and   
begging him, "Come over to        
Macedonia and help us." 

Paul recognised this as a vision from 

God and so they set off across the   
(Continued on page 6) 

Meet the Philippians—continued A city could become a    

Roman colony in one of 

two ways: 

At first Rome founded colonies 

throughout the outer reaches of the 
Empire to keep the peace and guard 

against invasions from outsiders.      

Veteran soldiers, ready for retirement, 

were usually granted citizenship if they 

would go out and settle in these colo-

nies. 

Later, a city was granted the distinctive 

title of a “Roman Colony” for loyalty 

and service to the Empire.  These cities 

had fanatical loyalty to Rome. The    

citizens kept all their Roman ties and 

used the Roman language (Latin), titles, 

customs, affairs, and dress.  They     
refused to allow any infiltration of local 

influence whatsoever, and totally     

rejected the influence of the world 

around them.  They were Roman     

colonists in an alien environment. 
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SUDOKU 
The rules of Sudoku are simple. Place a digit from 

1 to 9 in each empty cell so every row, every 
column, and every 3 x 3 box contains the digits   

1 to 9. 

Aegean Sea, stopping overnight at an 

island called Samothrace before going on 
to Neapolis (literally “New City”). 

Samothrace is a mountainous island in the 
NE Aegean Sea which was a convenient 

place for boats to anchor for the night on 
their trip from Troas (Asia) to Neapolis 

(Europe) rather than sail on in the dark. 
It’s modern name is Samothraki.  There 

must have been a favourable wind to 
reach it in one day and Neapolis the day 

after.  [Samothrace was the centre of a 
mystery cult whose deities were supposed 
to protect seafarers.] 

Philippi 

There were few Jews in Philippi – insuffi-

cient to justify a Synagogue.  Where this 
occurred it was the tradition for Jews to 

gather on the Sabbath (Saturday) to pray 
outdoors by running water – in this case 
by the Gangites River.   Paul would have 

seen this as he approached. 

(Continued from page 5) 

There Paul encountered Lydia whose 

heart God had opened for the Gospel. 
She responded and opened up her 
home to become the first preaching 

centre in Europe! 

Lydia was a businesswoman who came 

from Thyatira. 

Thyatira was in present day Turkey, and 

a centre of manufacture, dyeing,      
garment-making, pottery, and brass-

working. 

Lydia was probably the overseas agent 

of a Thyatiran manufacturer, arranging 
the sale of dyed woollen goods which 
were known simply by the name of the 

dye. 

(Royal) “Purple”, a shade of crimson, 
was obtained from the “madder” root.  It 

was still produced in the district under 
the name of “Turkey red” into the 20th 

Century. 

Thyatira is one of the seven churches 

with a personal message from God in 
Revelation 2.   The description of Jesus 

having feet like fine brass (or bronze) 
would catch the eye of the people there.  
They knew all about brass and bronze. 

In Acts 16 you can read about the slave 
girl possessed by an evil spirit who kept 

pestering Paul, the riot that followed 
when he cast out the evil spirit, and  how 

he and Silas ended up singing God’s 
praises in prison after having been 

flogged (which was illegal to do to a 
Roman citizen such as Paul)   

Then the  earthquake came along… the 

jailer   became a Christian along with his 
whole family when Paul told him the 

prisoners  had not escaped and were 
still there. 

He had been about to kill himself     
because if a prisoner escaped then the 

life of the guard was demanded in his 
place – and suicide would cut out all the 

other dreadful things they might do to 
him before they took his life.   It would 

also be easier on his family. 

We usually focus our evangelism on 
individuals – but here a whole family 

plus their slaves come to faith and are 
baptised at once.   

After World War II, Emperor Hirohito of 
Japan offered to make his whole country 

Christian but General  Alexander refused 
the offer because he felt that people 

would be made to become Christian for 
the wrong reasons.  Was he right? 

But consider… if Paul and his team had 

not been put in jail and gone through 
the beating and the earthquake, he 

would not have been able to lead the 
jailor to Christ!  Maybe we need to   

remember this when our life gets tough.   

Troas – originally Alexandria Troas – was 

founded about 300 BC.  It became 

known as Troas because of its proximity 
to    ancient Troy, about 10 miles (16 

km) to the SW. 

Paul visited Troas several times, and it 

was on one such visit that he raised  

Eutychus who was killed in a fall from a 

window when he fell asleep during one 

of Paul’s sermons!   (On his Third Mission-

ary Journey, after returning from Philippi.) 

Samothrace 

A group by 

the 

Gangites 

river. 

Traditional site of Philippian Prison 

Meet the Philippians—concluded 
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A Hidden Object Puzzle to Solve and Colour  
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Sak the 

Proofreder 

“In an unfortunate error we were made 

to say last week that the retiring Mr. 

South was a member of the defective 

branch of the local police force.  Of 

course, this should have read, ‘the 

detective branch of the local police 
farce’.                    Christchurch Star 

“Police chased getaway 
cat for 40 miles.” 

Daily Mail 

“A £30,000 plus research project 

aimed at establishing the best means of 

subtitling 

programmes for 

deaf and partially-

dead people is to 

be carried out…” 
Southern paper 

Food for Healthy Athletes 

“It has been estimated that… the 
athletes will eat their way through 13 

tons of beef, 10,000 dozen eggs, 2700 

kg of fish, 4500 fowl, 

15,000 litres of milk, 

22,700 litres of 

juices and 8000 

construction sites.” 

The Weekend Australian 

Don’t miss the Fair—There 

won’t be another one until 

2042! 

Don’t miss HM The Queen’s Jubilee 

Celebrations —There won’t be another 

one …ever!! 
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Edited by Steve at: scansmag@aol.com All material is either my own, licensed, public domain, creative commons or by permission. 

Code Word 

Baker’s Dozen 

1. John Milton. 

2. France (2024), USA (2028), Australia 

(2032). 

3. “Empty vessels make most noise.” 

4. Ireland. 

5. King Alfred. 

6. China. 

7. Ether, alcohol, water. 

8. Plover, skylark. 

9. Cape Horn. 

10.  Longfellow. 

11.  Flexible. 

12.  Thomas and Andrew. 

13.  Bridgwater Canal. 

Hidden Objects 

ZigZag-2 

 

Spot the Differences 

SUDOKU hp3 

Mollusc,   Scarlet,   Eternal,   Already, 
Dynasty,  Typhoid, Idiotic  

Where’s it Gone? 
These objects only appear twice: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

These objects only appear once: 

The Names of 

Christ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

M K N G  O B A T R C P  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

I D  L  E V W F S H U  

Two of a Kind 

X 

X X 

X X 

X 

No 
puzzles 

etc. next 
week. 

There’s 
some 

sort of 
party on 
that Sue 
and I are 

going 
to! 


