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“It’s OK to Doubt”

On Australian radio there used to be a show
called “Brush with fame” in which people rang
up to tell about someone famous that they
met unexpectedly, perhaps on a bus or in a
shop.

When | was a boy in Blackpool | went to
buy some film, and therg in the shop, was
popular comedian Jimmy Edwards (DFC)
watching his home movies that he'd brought
in to have developed. He invited me to
watch them with him.

Most people have a brush with fame,
haven't they?

Have you had one? - Who with?

The thing about a brush with fame is that you're not really expecting it.

There you are, minding your own business, when suddenly somebody
famous pops into your life, and you say, "WOW! Look whao it is! How about
a selfie?”
There is a famous story of a shop assistant at Harrods busily writing
up an order when a well-dressed lady came and stood by his counter. He
- 3}’; S | thought she looked vaguely familiar.

W | Only half looking up. he said, “Good
- | morming madam. I be with you in a
A moment. Haw are you taday?”

, “I'm very well thank you,” she replied.
| “dnd how is your husband?”

“He's very well, too.”

“What is he doing these days?”

"Dh, he's still King!" she replied.

It was the late Queen Mother. when her husband George VI was alive.

A bus driver called to tell of the time, late at night, when someone
really famous got in the bus with him.

He said, “As soon as | saw him | closed the doors, and said, where
do you want to go to?”

And he passenger said, “Oh, | don't know."”
So the driver said, “Well, let's take a tour of Sydney!”
And for half an hour they drove round Sydney seeing the sights in the
bus! Pity you if you were waiting far the last bus that night!
Once you meet a celebrity you stop acting normally, don't you?
Here's a chance to talk to them... to find out something interesting.
You might even mark down the day in your diary.

Matthew 11 has the story of John the Baptist languishing in prison
waiting to be executed and, no doubt, reflecting on his life and wondering
if it was all worth it.
He'd preached God's word, prepared people for the coming Messiah.
He'd brought hundreds to repentance and baptised them. He'd
confronted an evil king... so much had happened. Lontinsed on .2
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It’s OK to Doubt

(Continued from page 1)
And now, as he waits to be
executed he began to waonder.
Was it all true - or had he i
imagined it? Had he got it
wrong?
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| And he recalled his brush with
fame when, three years
earlier, Jesus had stood
| before him wanting to be
| baptised, and God, Himself, had
confirmed that he was, indeed,
His Son... had he imagined it? - it all seemed so long ago!

He wanted reassurance hefore he died that he'd got it right..
o he had prepared the way for the Lord...
o he had fulfilled his part in God's great plan of salvation.

So, he sent messengers to Jesus, asking Him, “Are you the
One? Really the One... or is it someone else?”.

Chained up on his own... unable to preach to anyone except his
quards and the king... facing execution.... it was natural he'd start
to become anxious and doubt. It's called panic.

Having doubts, being anxious - that's OK with Jesus, ‘cos he
loves you. But don't play with the doubts so they grow. Take
them straight to the Godhead, as John did.

Jesus understands. He would face the same thing Himself
later in the Garden of Gethsemane... Where He, too, would need

reassurance.

In reply, He sent John a short and simple coded message:
“Go back and tell John what you hear and see:
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‘The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those wha have
leprasy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and

r

the good news is preached to the poor.”

In other words, tell John that the Scriptures about the
promised Messiah are being fulfilled right now through Me.

“John - you got it right!”
And then a personal message...
"Hang in there, John! ‘Blessed is the man who does not fall
away on account of me.”

I'm sure, like me, that many of you doubt the sanity of this
world when we read some of the bizarre things that people do.

o  There was a man who, to prove how macho he was,
shunted a car two feet by head-butting it.... "Women
thought | was a god!"he claimed from his hospital bed.

o  Toothpaste that makes your teeth
glow in the dark to reflect the
headlights of on-coming cars! Can
you imagine the accidents that would
follaw when you smile at a driver as he
comes towards you!

o  And then there's the centrifugal bed
someone invented to spin a pregnant mother at 82 rpm to
make birth easier by firing the baby out of the birth canal
into a net. So far there have been no takers! | can't think
why! As Victor Meldrew might have said, 7/ don’t believe it!”

Lontinued on page 5

11 Plll! QU!!TION!

As | delved into stuff in my office | came across sets of

specimen questions for the old 11 plus exam that | sat. Have
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a go at these sample questions.

Alphabet Questions
Which letter comes halfway between (a) Hand L; (b) Zand T; (c) F and Z?

Which letter is next to O but not next to Q?
Which is the eighth letter from the end of the alphabet?

If the 4th and 7th letters of the alphabet were missing what would be the
eighth letter?

What letter has the same number of letters before it as S has after it?
Arithmetic

Take the next even number higher than 8 from the next odd number lower
than 15.

7. What is the middle number between 13 and 197

11.

In four years time | shall be three times as old as Mary who is now 9 years
old. How old am I?

The numbers on the face of a clock total what?

. What numbers should be at the beginning and end of the following?

42 37 33 30 28

Logic/Reasoning
There are five men, A, B, C, D and E. A, B and C together weigh less than
D,Aand B. A, Cand D together weigh more than A, B and D. A and E are
heavier than any other pair. E weighs less than any of the others. List
them in their correct order of weight with the heaviest first.




It’s OK to Doubt

(Continued from page 2)
And that is very much the attitude dear old Thomas had in the Bible
when told about the resurrection of Jesus.

e

"Jesus - risen? | don't believe it

But Jesus didn't condemn him for his doubts. He loved and
understood Thomas, so He made a special visit just for him!

Jesus’ whole mission was to seek and to save the lost...
because, as Paul puts it, He wants us to “reign in life”, NOT
crawl through it on our hands and knees... but to enjoy the victory
and love He wants to give us..

Many of us are so ripe for blessing and an adventure
that you could never write...

But although the plan is already written in heaven...
... and God's excited about it....
... and the angels are all curious about it...
Some of us may never see it happen.
and it's all because of DOUBT.

DOUBT WAS SATAN'S FIRST ATTACK ON EVE.

It was the same rusty old plan he trundled out to try on Jesus.

.. and one thing you should always remember about our
adversary is that he has never come up with a new idea
since the dawn of Creation.
As Paul puts it in 2 Carinthians 2:1
“We are not ignorant of his methods...”
..but some people are, because they don't read The Book.
Satan's first words to Eve were to cast doubt:
"Has God said?— FPersanally | don't believe Him. "
And then when Jesus was led out into the desert by the Holy
Spirit, Satan came and tried the same trick on Him:
“IF You are the Son of God , turn these stones into bread”
“IF.." “Go on.... Prove it!"
He sought to cast doubt.

But why should Jesus have to prove anything?

If He was the Son of God - and both of them knew He was -
then He was the Son of God whether He chose to turn the
stones into bread or whether He didn't.

Again and again, doubt is Satan's first avenue of attack on us ...
seeking to devalue us and undermine our faith- especially when

we're going through a difficult time.

“Jesus - risen? | don't believe it
Some evangelists, especially in America, preach what's known
as the prosperity gospel - that is, it you put your trust in Christ,
everything will be rosy. You'll enjoy good health.. lots of wealth, and
nothing will ever go wrong... RUBBISH!!!

As Paul wrote to Timothy, ‘Everyone who wants to live a godly
life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”

After the death of Jesus the disciples were in hiding from the
authorities. Their leader gone. Full of doubt and fear. told by three
woman that they had seen the risen Christ, they put it down to the
wishful thinking of emotional women.. until Jesus, Himself,
appeared before them all—except for Thomas, who was missing.

“Peace be with you,” Lontinued on page 4

Sayings Crossword

An easy puzzle—just fill in the missing words from everyday sayings.

Across

1.___andlemons (7)

4, Game, setand ___ (5)
7.Aidedand ___ (7)

9. Back to square ___ (3)

10. There are two ___to every
story (5)

11. The __ of justice (6)

13. Given the 3rd __ (6)
17.Aclose ___(5)

19. ___ the knot (3)

20. History ___itself (7)
21.It's ___ under the bridge (5)
22.Cupsand ___(7)

Down

1. Keep your ___open (7)
2.Wide __(5)
3.Baby-___ (6)

4, The ___ touch (5)

5.___ and lightning (7)

6. All____ondeck! (5)

8.The ___ has landed (5)
12.Forand ___ (7)

14. An optional __ (5)

15. With friends like these, who
needs___ 7 (7)

16. Sour __(6)
17.Thelast_ (5)

18. Trialand __ (5)

19. Touch, smell, sight, hearing,
—(5)
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“What do you think, Dear? Should | preach
this Sunday on the topic of suffering, or
should 1 just go an hour and a half and let
them experience it firsthand?”

US Church Humor by permission




It’s OK to Doubt

(Continued from page 3)
Jesus said to this group experiencing anything BUT peace. Their emotions
those of the bereaved... dreams shattered... hiding away, terrified of being found by
the authorities, who might crucify them, ton. Totally out of their depth.
And suddenly there was Jesus! They saw His wounds, talked with Him, and
are now utterly convinced that Jesus really is alive!
Sometime later, Thomas returned, by which time Jesus has left.
To his astonishment he's confronted by excited men and women all claiming to
have seen Jesus... laughing, weeping, and probably all talking at once.
“Thomas! You should have been here!”
Why? What's been going on? And where had Thomas been, anyway?

Perhaps he'd been the only one with courage enough to leave their hiding
place to go and find out what was happening in the city... or go for food. Or,
maybe, he wanted some time on his own to nurse his grief over the loss of
someone he had loved so much. He had needed space.

Whenever you read the Bible, try to get into the emotions of the
people you are reading about. This is helpful to us here.

How do you think | would react if | came into church one Sunday and was
met by a group of you telling me that you'd seen my late wife, Terry? |
think I'd behave just like Thomas, however much | knew and trusted you.

People only remember Thomas' doubt about Jesus' resurrection - and that's
not fair, because we forget that he previously demonstrated great courage
and faithfulness.
Earlier, when Jesus said he was going to Jerusalem to die, Thomas was
the one who said, “Let's qo, too, so that we may die with Him.” (/o 1145)
He might have had a sceptical streak, but it was never going to get in the
way of his loyalty to his Master, Jesus.

When Jesus told His disciples that He was going to leave them to go to the Father,
He concluded: (/o H:/-5)

“You know where | am gaing and how to get there."
"Excuse me, Lord," Thomas said. "No, we don't! We haven't any idea
where you are going, so how can we know the way?"
In effect, he's saying, “Zard, / don't get all of this metaphysical stuff about You
going somewhere and we know where you're going - because we don't - at
least [ don't! Just tell it to us straight in simple language!”
Aren't you glad when a Thomas stands up in a meeting and asks the question
you've been longing to ask but were too embarrassed to do so?
And let's be glad that he did, because it prompted Jesus to make one of His most
impaortant statements:
“[Thomas] | am the Way—yes, and the Truth and the Life. No one can get
to the Father except by means of me.”
A message Thomas took to the countries we now call Iraq and Iran. and then
southern India. before he took the gospel east and was speared to death.
Thomas had asked the awkward question - giving us permission to do the
same.
Thomas was a gutsy guy who was honest about his doubts. He demanded
nothing less than the truth. The only way to be sure they hadn't been
hallucinating was to touch Jesus to see if there was real substance to Him.
Holding onto faith is not an easy thing in a violent, confusing world. It can
be tough. Don't just take someone else's word for things, like the lies Russia is
telling about Ukraine. Face your doubts squarely. Then act.
Through the story of Thomas, Jesus gives us permission to use the minds He
gave us. Heis the Truth, and He wants us to check things out, to make sure
that what we believe and experience really is TRUE.

Last

week | took my children to a
restaurant. My six-year-old son asked if he
could say grace. As we bowed our heads he
said, “God is good, God is great. Thank you for
the food, and | would even thank you more if
Mum gets us ice cream for dessert. Amenl”

Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby
| heard a woman remark, “7hat’s what's wrong with this
country. Kids today don't even know how to pray. Asking
God for ice cream! Why, | never!”

Hearing this, my son burst into tears and asked me, “Did
[ do it wrong? Is God mad at me?”

As | held him and assured him that he had done a terrific
job and God was certainly not mad at him, an elderly
gentleman approached the table. He winked at my son
and said, “/ happen to know that God thought that was a
great prayer.”

“Really?” my son asked.

“Cross my heart,” the man replied. Then in a theatrical
whisper he added (indicating the woman whose remark
had started this whole thing), “7oo bad she never asks
God for ice cream. A little ice cream is good for the soul
sometimes.”

Naturally, | bought my kids ice cream at the end of the
meal. My son stared at his for a moment and then did
something | will remember the rest of
my life. He picked up his ice cream and
without a word, walked over and placed
it in front of the woman. With a big
smile he told her, “Here, this is for you.
Ice cream is good for the soul
sometimes; and my soul is good
already.”

Sometimes we all need some ice
cream. | hope God sends you some Ice Cream today!

Matchstick puzzles
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leave NO triangles.
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Hidden Objects Puzzle
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Can you find all these objects hidden in the picture?
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Q toothbrush £ E:-j [a T

baseball cap
ica-cream It:acsrr:!am &
bar
hutlerily a carrot /
goose handbell cup::ul-ca laddar 3 cgrown pancil

To an inquirer about
etiquette, a herald of the
College of Arms wrote:
“The Aga Khan is held by
followers to be a direct
descendent of God. An
English Duke takes
precedence.”

Daily Telegraph
“lune was the hottest
month on record. There
were only three days

without sin all month.”
News report

When a picture
tells a story
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Exam ,,_l
Howlers N

Q:What happens to your body as
you age?
A: When you get old, so do
your bowels and you get
intercontinental.

Q: What happens to a boy when
he reaches puberty?

A: He says goodbye to his
boyhood and looks forward
to his adultery.

Q: Name a major disease
associated with cigarettes.
A: Premature death.
Q: How can you delay milk
turning sour?
A: Keep it in the cow.
[He got A+]
Q: What is the fibula?
A: A small lie.
Q: What does "varicose" mean?
A: Nearby.
Q: What is the most common
form of birth control?

A: Most people prevent
contraception by wearing
a condominium.

Q: Give the meaning of the term
"Caesarean Section."

A: The caesarean section is
a district in Rome.

Q: What is a seizure?
A: A Roman emperor.

Q: What is a terminal illness?
A: When you are sick at the
airport.

Q: Use the word "judicious" in a

sentence to show you
understand its meaning.

A: Hands that judicious can be
soft as your face.
Q: What does the word "benign"
mean?
A: Benign is what you will be
after you be eight.
Q: What is a turbine?

A: Something an Arab or Sheik
wears on his head.
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A Mothers Quiz

1. When does "Mothering Sunday" take place in
(a) the UK, (b) the USA?

2. What was Harry Potter's mother's name?

3. According to the saying, what is the mother
of invention?

4. In which Indian city did Mother Theresa found
her missionary?

5. What was the mother called in 7he Adams
Family TV series?

6. What is the proper name for Mother of Pearl?

7. Which groups 4th studio album was entitled
"Atom Heart Mother"?

8. What name was shared by Spock's mother
and an 80s' pop group?
9. Match the singer to the song:
Songs
(a) “Oh Mother”
(b) “Does Your Mother Know?”
(c) “Mother’s Little Helper”
(d)
(e)

1

1

d) “Mother Love”
e) “Mother Nature's Son”
Singers
i) Abba
i) Christina Aguilera
i) Queen
iv) The Beatles
v) The Rolling Stones
10. What drink is known as Mothers Ruin?

11. What is the proper name for Mother Carey’s
Chicken (above)?

12. Who was the mother of Liza Minelli?

13. Who was the mother of John the Baptist?
14. What is meant by a Mother Lode?

15. Who was the mother of Queen Elizabeth I?

16. What did Old Mother Hubbard find in her
cupboard?

17. Who was the Greek King of Thebes who fell in
love with his mother?

18. Who painted the picture entitled

"Arrangement in Grey and

Black: The Artist's Mother”?

19. What was Samantha's

mother’s name in the TV
comedy series “Bewitched”?




MORE DINGBATS

Can you work out what the following mean? Some are easy, others a bit more tricky!
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1. (a) The fourth Sunday in Lent (Sunday 27t" March

Puzzle Answers

2022). (b) The Second Sunday in May. el ———n
2. Lily.
3. Necessity.
4. (alcutta. e e
5. Morticia.
6. Nacre. ——
7. Pink Floyd.
8. T'Pau.
9. (1) “Oh Mother” (ii) Christina Aguilera
(2) “Does Your Mother Know?” (i) Abba
(3) “Mother’s Little Helper” (iv) The Rolling Stones
(4) “Mother Love” (iii) Queen
(5)“Mother Nature's Son”  (v) The Beatles

10. Gin.

11. Storm(y) Petrel.

12. Judy Garland.

13. Elizabeth.

14. The principal vein of gold or silver ore in a mine.

15. Anne Boleyn.

16. Nothing, it was bare.

17. Oedipus.

18. Better known as "Whistler's Mother" it was painted
by James McNeill Whistler.

Weekly Services at St. Columba’s

19. Endora
Sundays at 10.30am at St.
— Rockingham Services 9am monthly.
Occasional services at other times.
P - ﬂ Details in the Vicar's weekly email and website.
g - PlpS ST - Services are available online on YouTube via
3 é%m cww@‘\’g - : Other Activities i the Hall except where stated
, (AN 1-Gorgon-zola (Budd) Monday 10.30-11.30 am: Sweat Shop (Zumta)
S Q. - = M| oz L] | 2-Hair (hare) line Monday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of Dancing
< P/ e B 'S\ || 3-Lone Wolf Tuesday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of Dancing
2017 S X\ Fp g - || 4-Too clever by half Wednesdays 10.30-12noon: Food Bank (in church)
g% ‘ D, S - 80 6: || 5-Going overseas (over ¢'s) 2nd and 4th Wednesday each month:
X e X 51 P 5 A E 6-Mug shot 11.00 am-1.00 pm: ‘Get, Set, Goers’ (Ladies Group)
' a i == 14| 7-A clockwork orange ‘ ‘
- . ~ P ) . Wednesdays (in term time) 5.30-7.00 pm: St lohn
;-’ 0, & soL. B J-."] | 8-Home is where the heart is Ambulance cadets

NS S o 2N .~ || 9-A receding hair (hare) line i
- : i < 1] 10-The Joke’s on You (U) Wednesday 7.15-8.45 pm: Judo

y = Thursday 6.30-7.30 pm: Sweat Shop (Zumba)

N/ || 11-Blow up "
12-Jack-in-a-box Sunday 2.00-4.00 pm: Viking Re-enactment Group

13-Half a dozen Two Alcoholics Anonymous groups also meet, but for
14-Too (two) hot too (two) handle obvious reasons we don’t say when. Details from
Vicar.

15-Archdeacon
16-Eye (i) - pod Clergy
17-Last tango in Paris T ¢ Vicar & Rural Dean:
18-Mouse mat Revd. Canon lan Pullinger

157 Studfall Avenue, Corby,
19-Aeroplane

20-Double entendre NN17 1LG.

Tel: 01536 400225
21-Backward glance Mobile: 07903 644609

Email: ianpullinger@btinternet.com

L @J;(b)W; () P.

2 N 7. 16 Curate: The Revd. Kevin

3 s 8. 35 Montgomery

4' ] 9. 178 5 Hood Court, Corby, NN17 2RH
) Tel: 01536 647727

5. H 10. 48 and 27. Mobile: 07512 822422

6. 3. 1. ADCBE Email: kim@thedigitalchristian.com

All material is either my own, licensed, public domain, creative commons or by permission. Ediited by Steve at: scansmag@aol.com



