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“Letting God Guide You”  

God wants to make a difference to your 

life. In Jeremiah 29:11 we read, “For I 

know the plans I have for you," declares 

the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.” 

So how do I get to know God’s 
plans? 

First recognise that it is not like a book handed 
down to you all at once.  Rather it is more like a 
scroll unrolled a little every day. 

The first requirement for discovering God’s will 
for your life is to become a ‘child of God’ - to have committed your 

life to Jesus Christ. “This is the work God wants you to do: believe in 
the One he has sent.” (John 6:29) 

The second requirement is to obey, at least in the desire of your 
heart, the will of God where you already know what it is.  

What’s the point of Him giving you Step 2 when you haven’t yet 
done Step 1? 

The third requirement—and the most crucial—is to be willing to 
accept the will of God before you know what it 
is.  Accept it in advance. Unconditionally. 

To obtain God’s guidance: 

1. Listen to the thoughts and ideas God puts 

into your mind. Learn how he speaks to you—
but  realise not all thoughts 

will be from God. 

2. Pray—ask God to tell you what He wants you to 

do.   

3. R e a d  y o u r  B i b l e 

systematically—let God give you a 
text-message through your daily 
reading. Stick to a routine. Don’t try to “fiddle” the 

outcome. 

4. Be guided through circumstances. If you think 

God wants you to be an engineer but you can’t get a 
job that’s a pretty good clue!  On the other hand, being offered 

three jobs doesn’t mean you should take any of them. A need is 
not the same as a call. 

5. Let God guide you through the  counsel of 
others. Ask their  opinion. Sometimes 
someone will unknowingly say something 

totally unexpected that will confirm an idea 
you have been exploring.  

 

Florida? 

“Whoever said you can't buy happiness forgot about puppies."  

Gene Hill 

"Dogs feel very strongly that they should always go with you in 

the car, in case the need should arise for them to bark violently 

at nothing right into your ear."  Dave Barry 

"Outside of a dog, a book is probably man's best friend; inside of 

a dog, it's too dark to read."  Groucho Marx 

"There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy licking your 

face." Ben Williams 

"Ever consider what they must think 

of us? I mean, here we come back 

from a supermarket with the most 

amazing haul: chicken, pork, half a 

cow. They must think we're the 

greatest hunters on 

earth!"          Anne Tyler 

A dog’s life 

Doggie Quotes 



A Shocking Tale—or was 

it Tail? 

In pre-digital days some people in remote 
areas shared what was called a party-line, 

but with different numbers. We did in 
Hertfordshire. The phone had an extra 

button on top to press to check if the 
other ’party’ was using the phone when 
you wanted to make a call. 

To make the phone ring a current was sent 

across one wire of the two wire circuit, 

completing the circuit via the ground 
("earth" ).  

When the subscriber answered the phone, it 

switched to the two-wire circuit for the 

conversation. This method allowed two parties 

on the same line to be called and talk without 

disturbing each other.  

An elderly lady called BT complaining that her 

telephone failed to ring when her friends 
called; and that on a few occasions when it did 

ring, her dog barked first. The telephone 

repairman proceeded to the scene, curious to 

see this psychic dog.  

He climbed the nearby telephone pole, hooked 

up his test set, and dialed the subscriber's 

house.  

The phone didn't ring. He tried again. The dog 

barked loudly, followed by a ringing telephone.  

Climbing down from the pole, the telephone 

repairman found that:  

a. There was a bad connection on the 

telephone grounding post connecting the 

house to ground.  

b. The dog was tied to the grounding post 
via a metal chain attached to a metal collar;  

c. The dog was receiving 90 volts of current 

through his neck to the damp ground—just 

enough to shock the dog but not enough to 

complete the circuit to the phone;  

d. After several such jolts, the dog would 

start barking and urinate on the ground;  

e: The now-soaked ground helped complete 

the circuit if the dog stepped in it, making 

the phone ring.  

Which shows that some problems can be fixed 

just by p******g on them—even if only 

temporarily!  

Time to go quietly nuts! 
Simple puzzle (not!).   How many triangles are there? 



 

 

BRANDED 
Can you identify these TOP 30 Brands? 

A teacher injured his back and had to wear a plaster cast around the upper part of his body.  It fitted 

under his shirt, so was not noticeable at all.  On the first day of term, still with the cast under his shirt, 

he found himself having to cover the most difficult class in the school. 

Walking confidently into the rowdy classroom, he opened the window as wide as possible and then 
busied himself with desk work.  The class became a bit unruly and he admonished them.  This 

happened several times. 

When he could work at his desk, the strong breeze from the window made his tie flap annoyingly.   He 

kept arranging and rearranging the tie as the class raised its level of unruliness. 

Finally, becoming exasperated with his tie, he stood up, took a big stapler off his desk, 

and stapled the tie to his chest in several places. 

He never had disciplinary problems with that class (or any other) ever again! 

Quiz Time—for 
Foodies! 

1. Which food comes in chestnut, 

oyster or shitake varieties? 

2. Which convenience food takes 
its name from the phrase 

"spiced ham"? 

3. How is the steak in "Steak 

Tartare" cooked? 

4. What is the main ingredient in a 

"Gumbo"? 

5. What are dried plums called? 

6. What does the abbreviation UHT 

mean when applied to milk? 

7. What ferments in brine to 

become Sauerkraut? 

8. The following foods have 

misleading names. What are 

they really made from? 

9. What are the TWO principal 

ingredients in a Hollandaise 

Sauce? 

10. From which vegetable is the 

Russian soup Borscht 

predominantly made? 

11. What is a pescatarian? 

12. Which chicken dish is named 

after a battle in the Napoleonic 

Wars? 

13. What kind of meat surrounds a 

Scotch Egg? 

14. Which cooked meat is made 
from the head of a pig? 

15. What is the name for a steak 

that has been cut from between 

two ribs? 

16. In Indian cookery what is Naan? 

17. In the UK it's an aubergine but 

what is called in the USA? 

18. What does the term "al dente" 

mean when applied to pasta? 

19. What type of Indian cookery 

would be cooked in a clay oven? 

20. What spice is usually used to 

top baked custards and rice 

puddings? 

a) Sweetbreads; 
b) Bombay Duck; 
c) Soldiers; 
d) Devils on horseback; 
e) Angels on horseback; 
f) Rocky road oysters. 



 

Songs as you get older 

1. Herman's Hermits -- “Mrs. Brown, You've Got a Lovely Zimmer.” 

2. The Bee Gees -- “How Can You Mend a Broken Hip.”  

3. Roberta Flack -- “The First Time Ever I Forgot Your Face.”  

4. Johnny Nash -- “I Can't See Clearly Now.”  

5. Paul Simon -- “Fifty Ways to Lose Your Liver.” 

6. Commodores -- “Once, Twice, Three Times to the Bathroom.”  

7. Procol Harum -- “A Whiter Shade of Hair.” 

8. Leo Sayer -- “You Make Me Feel Like Napping.”  

9. The Temptations -- “Papa's Got a Kidney Stone.”  

10. Abba -- “Denture Queen.”  

11. Helen Reddy -- “I am Woman, Hear Me Snore.”  

12. Willie Nelson -- “On the Throne Again.”  



Ezra—God’s Brickie!  
A bit of Background 

From time to time when we have eaten 

out in restaurants, we have been to 
those in which the waiter or waitress 
has trundled up the sweet trolley and 
said, “There’s Death-by-Chocolate 
Cake, sherry trifle, strawberry gateaux, 
pro f i te ro les ,  l ime and lemon 
cheesecake, banana split with toffee 
i ce -cream,  bread and but ter 
pudding...” and I have sat there, 

mouth drooling with anticipation at all 
of them, unable to make up my mind, 
and frequently been known to say 

“Yes, please!” 

To me, the New Testament - is the sweet 

trolley of the Bible. The Old Testament, on 
the other hand is the main course where 
you have to do a bit more work to get the 

best value from it. 

In our morning sermons Ian has been following the story of Ezra—God’s brickie—sent to rebuild Jerusalem 

and its temple after years in captivity.  Nowadays, we make life easy for you by putting everything on the 

screen or in a pdf mailshot.   You don’t have to pick up your battered old Bible and hunt through its pages 

and, so, become more familiar where everything is located, or how it fits together. While this has advantages 
for young Christians, and visitors who just dropped in to see what we are up to, I think it can sometimes be a 

disadvantage for some folk, as it limits God a bit by not letting Him send us off on a diversion via a nearby 

verse not in the reading proper, but which has something to say to us personally that morning,  

Some of us will remember the time former Vicar, Rod Lee, stopped putting readings up for a while so we 

could enjoy the sound of the ‘rustling of the pages of Scripture’ as we got to know God’s book a bit better by 

bringing a copy into church each Sunday and finding the readings for ourselves.   

Now what I am writing is in no way a criticism of what we do now, but it is still a joy to see some fellow worshippers continue to bring a Bible 

into church, following the passage in it, and even making notes on the sermon.  (Some may do this via a phone.) 

Despite my reluctance, God called me to be a teacher–not just of maths and science, but also of the Scriptures.  For some years I was a 

regular Bible teacher at various Christian centres at home and abroad. I also ran summer evening, and weekend, in-depth Bible study courses 

at St. Columba’s, and set up the training of Diocesan Parish Evangelists.  I love the Old Testament which so many Christians really do neglect, 

and take every opportunity to preach from it. I did a series on Ezra in 1995 and Ian’s series has prompted me to look back over my notes.  I 

thought I’d share some extracts with you to provide some background which isn’t always possible in a 15-20 minute sermon. 

What has this got to do with 
Ezra? Come to that,  some 

o f  y o u  m a y  b e               
wondering—where on earth 

is Ezra?  Is it before or after 
Psalms?  

Well, when I preached on I & 
2 Chronicles, I used to 

suggest that people could 
find Chronicles by looking 

down the edge of their 
Bible,  look for the clean bit, 
and the odds are that that 

will be Chronicles, because 
hardly anyone goes there so 

the pages stay clean! Ezra comes next! 
(Four books before Psalms.) 

Frustratingly, the Old Testament, is not 
organised in entirely chronological order. 

Time-wise, Ezra occurred at the end  of 
the Old Testament period - along with 

Nehemiah and Esther.  Nehemiah is 
really the last book of the Old Testament 
history as it originally formed one book 

with Ezra. 

The chart on the next page shows how 

the books of the Old Testament fit 
together. 

• There are 17 historical books from 

Genesis to Esther. 

• Then 5 poetic books: Job, Psalms, 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 

Solomon... and finally  

• 17 prophetic books - 4 major and 12 

minor and the postscript to 
Jeremiah:  Lamentations. 

That should make it easy to remember 
the breakdown of the Old 

Testament....17 - 5 - 17.... 

17 historical books 

5 poetic books, and 

17 prophetic books. 

When you read the poetic and prophetic 
books you need to fit them into the 

historical books in their appropriate 
places in terms of the time, the people 
and events described. 

Ezra comes towards the end of that. 

Putting the Old Testament in a nutshell: 

 God chose a man - Abraham - and 

promised through him to create a 
great nation. 

 God took him to live in Canaan and 

within 4 generations of arriving 

there his descendants went down to 
Egypt to get food during a famine. 

 They stayed longer than they 

should have done and their 
descendants became slaves. 

 Then Moses was sent by God to 

bring them out of Egypt - they 
came, settled in Canaan  - stayed 

there for some centuries - went on 
a second trip out of the land, taken 

into exile by the Babylonians ... 

 Ezra’s story takes place when 

they’re brought back from exile. 



You’ll see from this table that if you only read the Old Testament in book order, you miss out on potential links and possible new 
perspectives. Maybe it has never occurred to you before that Genesis and Job relate to the same time period—and Amos and 

Hosea link in with 1 & 2 Samuel.   You probably won’t be surprised that Leviticus and Exodus, and Numbers & Deuteronomy go 
together because they share content.  But maybe reading some Psalms alongside 1 & 2 Samuel might shine a new light for you.  

* You recall that after the death of Solomon the nation of Israel split in two—a Northern Kingdom of 10 tribes (keeping the 

name Israel) : Asher, Dan, Ephraim, Gad, Issachar, Manasseh, Naphtali, Reuben, Simeon, and Zebulun,  

and the Southern Kingdom—known as Judah—kept the capital city Jerusalem and the Temple – and was made up of the 

remaining 2 tribes :  Judah and Benjamin.  On return from captivity Judah became the Israel of today. 

 Following the conquest of the Northern Kingdom by the Assyrians in 721 BC, most of the 10 tribes were 

gradually assimilated by other peoples and thus disappeared from history. Later, after Israel’s fall to the Assyrians, a 
remnant left behind began to intermarry with the Assyrians, contrary to Deuteronomy 7:3-5. “Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your 

daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, for they will turn your children away from following me to serve other gods, and 
the LORD’s anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you. This is what you are to do to them: Break down their altars, smash their 

sacred stones, cut down their Asherah poles[a] and burn their idols in the fire.“  These inter-bred people became the Samaritans. 

The Samaritans, got their name from Samaria, the capital city of the Northern Kingdom, and were a continuous source of difficulty to the 

Israeli Jews who rebuilt Jerusalem after returning from Babylonian captivity. They even managed to stop the rebuilding of the Temple.  You 

can read the correspondence in Ezra chapters 4-5.  This was one of the reasons the Jews came to hate the Samaritans as recorded in the 
New Testament, and why Jesus recorded a contrary story of how a Samaritan helped a Jew in the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10).  

The descendants of the tribes of the Southern Kingdom survived as a nation because they were allowed to return to their homeland after 

the Babylonian Exile of 586 BC.   This is the story recorded in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

* 

* 

 
Bizarre Ads —All real! 

WANTED: Mattress for gentleman stuffed with feathers. 

FOR RENT: Farm Cottage. Sleeps 4 cows, sheep, lambs, etc. 

FOR SALE: STRADIVARIUS VIOLIN —Almost new.  Offers. 

FOR SALE: Brown pram with hood. 1.6L, five gears, capable 

of more than 100 mph. 

Heatwave Offer: A free 
family with every tent 

sold. 

FOR SALE: Mobile hole, 
fully furnished. 

FOR SALE: 10 speed 
racing bike.  Good condition. No wheels. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%207%3A3-5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-5117a


How many triangles? 

Branded 

Spot the Differences 

Food Quiz 

1. Mushrooms. 

2. Spam. 

3. It isn't, it's served raw. 

4. Okra. 

5. Prunes. 

6. Ultra Heat Treated. 

7. Cabbage. 

8. a) Thymus gland (usually of a 
calf); b) lizardfish; c) Toasted 

bread cut into strips to dip in an 
egg; d) Dried fruit wrapped in 
bacon; e) Oysters wrapped in 
bacon; f) deep fried testicles of 

bulls, pigs or sheep often 
pounded flat (popular in US 

ranching areas). 

9. Egg Yolks and Butter. 

10. Beetroot. 

11. A vegetarian who will eat fish. 

12. Chicken Marengo. 

13. Sausage meat. 

14. Brawn. 

15. Entrecote. 

16. A flat bread. 

17. Eggplant. 

18. Firm but not hard [literally "To the 
Tooth"]. 

19. Tandoori. 

20. Nutmeg. 

1. Finish dishwashing tablets  

2. Cadbury's Dairy Milk  

3. Lucozade  

4. Mr Kipling  
5. Pepsi Cola  

6. Red Bull  

7. Walker's Crisps  

8. Whiskas  

9. Uncle Ben's Rice  

10. Pringles  

11. Pedigree Chum  

12. McCain Chips  
13. Kit-Kat  

14. Dolmio sauces  

15. Birds Eye  

16. Andrex toilet tissue  

17. Coca Cola  

18. John West  

19. Maltesers  
20. Nescafe  

21. P G Tips  

22. Weetabix  

23. Warburton's bread  

24. Schweppes  

25. Muller yogurt  

26. Lurpak  

27. Persil  
28. Tetley tea  

29. Heinz Baked beans  

30. Cathedral City Cheese  

Weekly Services at St. Columba’s 
Sundays at 10.30am at St. Columba’s 

Rockingham Services 9am monthly. 

Please wear a mask. 

 Occasional services at other times.  
Details in the Vicar’s weekly email and website.  
Services are available online on YouTube via 

 https://stcolumbascorby.org.uk/ 
Other Activities  in the Hall except where stated 

Monday 10.30-11.30 am: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 

Monday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of Dancing 

Tuesday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of Dancing 

Wednesdays 10.30-12noon: Food Bank (in church) 

2nd and 4th Wednesday each month: 

11.00 am-1.00 pm: ‘Get, Set, Goers’ (Ladies Group) 

Wednesdays (in term time)   5.30-7.00 pm:  St John 
Ambulance cadets 

Wednesday 7.15-8.45 pm:  Judo 

Thursday 6.30-7.30 pm: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 

Sunday 2.00-4.00 pm: Viking Re-enactment Group 

Two Alcoholics Anonymous groups also meet, but for 
obvious reasons we don’t say when. Details from Vicar. 

Clergy 
Vicar & Rural Dean:  Revd. Canon Ian 

Pullinger  

157 Studfall Avenue,  Corby, NN17 1LG.   
Tel: 01536 400225 

Mobile: 07903 644609  

Email: ianpullinger@btinternet.com  

Curate: The Revd. Kevin Montgomery 
5 Hood Court, Corby, NN17 2RH 

Tel:  01536 647727  

Mobile: 07512 822422 
Email: kfm@thedigitalchristian.com 

Edited by Steve at: scansmag@aol.com All material is either my own, licensed, public domain, creative commons or by permission. 

 

The answer is 
24.   

The trick lies in 
factoring multiple 
smaller triangles 

into becoming a 
bigger triangle.  

A SUNDAY 
School teacher 

asked her class 
why Joseph and 

Mary took Jesus 
with them to 

Jerusalem. 

A small child 

replied, “Was it 
because they 
couldn't get a 
baby-sitter?” 

Many people believe that bulls are roused to anger when they see 

something red.  Not true! In fact, bulls are almost completely colour-

blind.  Experts say it is the swishing of the cape that irritates them and 

makes them charge. They also say that while bulls will charge a person 
wearing clothes, they ignore nudists because they think 

they are just naked animals like themselves.  So if you ever 

find yourself in a field with a charging bull, take all your 

clothes off!! 

Hidden Objects 


