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Steve’s Online Puzzles & Stuff—65 

“Ah, Grasshopper” 

In the summer of 1876, 

grasshoppers nearly destroyed all 

the crops in Minnesota.  The 

following spring, farmers were 

worried that the plague would 

come back again and bring 

financial ruin to the State.   

The situation got so serious that Governor 
Pillsbury proclaimed a day of prayer and 

fasting.   All the schools, stores and offices 
closed, and men, women and children 

gathered to pray. 

The next day, temperatures soared to mid-

summer levels, even though it was only 
April.  Suddenly, they were devastated to 
discover billions of grasshopper larvae, 
wriggling to life. 

It appeared that it wouldn't be long before 
they started feeding, which meant they'd 
again destroy the State's entire wheat 

crop. But on the fourth day, the 
temperature suddenly dropped and a frost 
covered the earth, killing every one of 

those creeping, crawling pests, just as 

surely as if poison had been used.  
Grateful farmers never forgot that day.  It 
went down in the history of Minnesota as 
the day God answered the prayers of the 

people. 

 

“Ah, grasshopper" comes from a popular TV show called "Kung Fu" that 

ran from 1972-75. David Carradine played the role of Kwai Chang Caine, a 

half-American, half Chinese character. 

In the pilot episode, Caine's beloved mentor and elder, 
Master Po, is murdered by the Emperor's nephew; 

outraged, Caine retaliates by killing the nephew. With a 

price on his head, Caine flees China to the western United 

States, where he seeks to find his family roots, and 

ultimately, his half-brother, Danny Caine. Although it is his intention to 

avoid notice, armed only with his spiritual training as a Shaolin monk in 

China, and his skill in martial arts, Caine's sense of social responsibility 

repeatedly forced him out into the open, to fight for justice or protect the underdog.  

After each such encounter he must move on, both to avoid capture and prevent harm from coming to those 

he has helped.  The expression, “Ah grasshopper” is repeatedly used by Master Po in addressing Caine in 

flashbacks throughout the series, and became a popular phrase jokingly used by viewers in addressing one 

another, especially young people. It first occurred during a playful lesson the blind Master Po taught Caine 

as a child about being aware of the world around him, including the grasshopper that happened to be at 

his feet at that moment.  

The series is available to watch on Prime Video and YouTube.  It has also been remade with a female lead 
and rather different plotline.  

 

No monkey business! 

“Have plenty of orangs in the 
house. They 
can be relied 

on to keep 
the doctor 

away.” 
Women’s paper  

“SHARP WORDS 

CAN HURT 

SOMEONE 

FOREVER” 

From Zambia Reports 

‘My Mother always cooked tasty 
food. But one day, she put a 

burnt pie in front of my Father. 
Not just a little burnt, but black 

as coal. 

I waited to see what my Father 

would say. But he just ate the pie 
and asked how my day was. 

Then I heard my Mother 
apologize to him for his dinner. 

I'll never forget his response. 

"Dear, I like your pie." 

Later, I asked him if he had told 

the truth. 

He put his arm on my shoulder 

and said, "Your Mother had a 
tough day at work." 

"She was tired." 

"The burnt pie didn't harm me 
but, a sharp word could have 

hurt her." 

We a l l  make m is t akes . 

We shouldn't focus on mistakes 
but, support those we love. 

That's the secret of long and 
happy relationships... ‘ 

I arrived early to the restaurant and 

the manager asked, "Do you mind 

waiting a bit?" 

I replied, "Not at all." 

"Good," he said, 

"Take these drinks 

to table nine." 

Move just ONE Match to correct the equation 
(Two possible solutions.) 

See p.3 
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Food for 
Thought 

with Marion Troughton 

For January 
Most of us tend to make 

good resolutions each new 

year, but then find them 

difficult to keep. 

 

I find reading a book each 

morning a help – something I can 
dip into as well as my Bible 

reading.  One of my favourites is 

‘The Imitation of Christ’ by 

Thomas à Kempis.  It’s a well-

worn leather-bound edition which 

belonged to my mother. 

Some of the comments and 

quotations of Thomas often 

spring to mind.  One is, “How 
often when I have spoken did I 
wish I had kept silent”. 

That is the basis for my new year 
resolution – maybe you could 

find a special book for 2022, too. 

A tasty fish dish 

 
You need: 1 lb. haddock or cod;  

a little milk; 2 medium onions, 

sliced;     1 lb. potatoes; 4 oz. 

grated cheese;    4 oz. 

breadcrumbs; 4 oz. sliced 
mushrooms. 

Cook the fish in the milk until 

tender. Remove from the pan and 

put in an ovenware dish. Cook 

the onions, mushrooms and 

potatoes, and mash with the milk 
that was used for cooking the 

fish. 

Place in the pie dish and add a 

layer of grated cheese and 

breadcrumbs as topping.  Bake in 

a medium oven for about half an 
hour. 

Release Nationwide 

Nothing could be more British 

than an Englishman carrying 

an umbrella.  Many think they 

were invented by Victorians, 

but they would be wrong. 

They are first known to have been 

used by the Chinese 3000 years ago. 

They were made of varnished paper 

on a bamboo frame, and most often 

used as parasols to keep off the sun. 

The ancient Egyptians also used 
them, but they were not used by 

Englishmen until about 1740, when  

entrepreneur Jonas Hanway became 

the first male Londoner to regularly 

use one in the rain.  (Women had 

been using them since 1705.) 

Jonas founded the Marine Society to 

provide more sailors and also later 

improved their food supply, became 

Governor of the Foundling Hospital  
for unwanted children, but, curiously, 

he strongly opposed tea drinking! 

Youngest son: 
"Hey, everybody: 

I went to the 
Army recruiter's 

office today and 
signed up!" 

 
Eldest son 

(amazed): "No 
way! That's a big 

deal, bro." 
 
Middle son 

(dubious): "I 
dunno, I hear 

training is 
tough. You think 

you'll make it?" 
 

Father (misty-
eyed): "I'm 

proud of you, 
son." 
 

Mother 
(serious): "Are 

you really going 
to make your 

own bed every 
morning?" 
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Peterborough Cathedral is holding a special celebration of 

the life and death of Queen Katherine of Aragon—first wife 

of King Henry VIII, who was buried at the Cathedral on 

29th January, 1536, where she still lies today. Divorced by 

Henry so he could marry Anne Boleyn, she had been held 

prisoner at Kimbolton Castle.  

Thursday 27th January 2022 

7.30pm, online via Zoom :  Sacred Music from Katharine of Aragon’s Time 

Canon Tim Alban Jones will take us on an audio tour of the music that would have been sung in church 
services at the Tudor Court, introducing each piece of music and pausing for questions at the end. 

Tickets: £7 per viewing + booking fee. The Zoom link will be sent to ticket holders by email on the day 

of the event 

Friday 28th January 2022 

8.30am, Mass—A Roman Catholic service attended by local congregations.  

11am, Commemoration Service with Wreath Laying 

The Very Revd Chris Dalliston, Dean of Peterborough, will lead a service of commemoration with readings, 
prayers and wreaths laid by dignitaries on Katharine’s tomb.  

All welcome, no need to book. Around 30 mins.  

2pm, Tudor Peterborough Walk 

Meet at Peterborough Museum 

Explore Peterborough’s historic city centre with a costumed guide and find out what the city was like during the 

time of Katharine of Aragon. 

Tickets: £6 (£4 under 16s). 01733 864663. Around 60 mins. 

5.30pm, Vespers  (Around 40 mins.—All welcome) 

Worship in a form that would have been familiar in Tudor times, sung by the Cathedral Choir.  

6.30pm, Cathedral Open Evening 

Following Vespers the Cathedral will remain open for visitors to drop in and take time to enjoy the 

special atmosphere of the building at night. 

Candles will be lit and there will be background music to listen to. It is a great opportunity to take 

photos or simply to sit quietly. The Open Evening ends at 8.30pm, when visitors are invited to take a 
seat ready to hear Compline sung. 

All welcome. A drop-in event, no need to book. Donations invited. 

9pm, Compline (Around 40 mins.—All welcome) 

A service at the close of the day, sung by the Cathedral Choir. Like Vespers, Compline would have 
been part of the daily Divine Office observed by the monks of Peterborough Abbey.   
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Saturday 29th January 2022 

10am, Family Service 
A short service especially for families with children to commemorate Katharine of Aragon. We will explore her faithfulness, love for her 

husband, her peaceful heart and her forgiveness. During the service there will also be an opportunity to make a gift for Katharine to lay at her 
tomb. All welcome. Around 30 mins. 

Please note booking is required for this service (free of charge, general admission not a reserved seat) 

10am – 4pm, At Home with the Tudors  

Travel back in time to the 1500s, with a chance to meet Tudor characters at Peterborough 
Museum  & Art Gallery.  

• Mind your manners with a Tudor lady,  

• try period food,  

• and find out all about life in the times of Katharine of Aragon.  

• There will also be family craft activities with a Tudor theme. 

Tickets: £4 adults, £3 concessions, £12 families, under 5s Free. This is a drop-in event, so there’s   no need 
to pre-book.  

11am, 1pm and 2pm, Old Scarlett Tours 

This family-friendly tour of the Cathedral will be led by ‘Old Scarlett', the Tudor gravedigger. 

He lived to be 98 and buried both Katharine of Aragon and Mary, Queen of Scots. 

Children receive a free copy of the ‘Monks, Mischief & Marauders’ activity book. 

Tickets: £3.50 per person, £12 family (2 adults 2 children). Around 60 mins.  

11am BOOK NOW    1pm BOOK NOW    2pm BOOK NOW 

11am and 2pm, Upper Levels and Tower Tours 
Explore the fascinating upper levels of the Cathedral. 

A knowledgeable guide will lead you in this popular tour of the building. 

Visitors will emerge at the top to take in the views across the city from the central tower (weather permitting). 

Ages 8+. Please read the Conditions for Tower Tours. 

Tickets: £15 per person.   Allow 2 hours.  11am BOOK NOW    2pm BOOK NOW 

 

11.30am and 2.30pm, Tudor Cathedral Tours 

A tour of the Cathedral with the focus on its Tudor history, led by a guide in period costume. 

Tickets: £8 per person. Around 90 mins. 11.30am BOOK NOW   2.30pm BOOK NOW 

 

7pm, Conflict between Church and State: An audience with King Henry VIII 
The year is 1542 and His Majesty, King Henry VIII, despite increasing age, is again engaged upon Royal 

Progress about his realm. His Majesty is in contemplative mood with the events of recent years weighing 

heavily upon him: the annulment of his marriage to Katherine of Aragon, the break with Rome, the dissolution 
of the monasteries, the revolt in the north.  

In the course of the ‘Audience’ His Majesty (also known as actor John White) will invite his loyal subjects to 

petition him, or to ask of him a question: a lively Question and Answer session is assured! 

This event will also be online. 

Tickets: £12.50 per person attending at the Cathedral, or £10 per online viewing. Suitable for ages 12 +. 

Around 60 mins.   BOOK NOW 

Sunday 30th January 2022 

Services take place at Peterborough Cathedral at 8am, 9.15am, 10.30am and 3.30pm. All are 
welcome. 

2pm, Tudor Peterborough Walk—Details as Friday 28th January above. 

10am – 4pm, At Home with the Tudors— Details as Saturday 29th January above. 
 

Download the Katharine of Aragon Festival 2022 leaflet from https://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/userfiles/
KoA_2022_leaflet.pdf which gives you more details and includes BOOKING information. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-vlxjkm
https://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/newsarticle.aspx/41/monks-mischief
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-kknoza
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-narkye
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-kknoqa
https://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/home/visiting/book-a-cathedral-tour/tower-tours.aspx#notes
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-rmvlrk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-ajnqka
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-rmvlrk
http://ticket%20shop%20url%20https//www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/tudor-cathedral-tour/2022-01-29/14:30/t-vrgeql%20Ticket%20shop%20short%20URL%20https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-vrgeql
https://www.kinghenry8th.com/
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/peterborough-cathedral/t-rmxvyj
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 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11

 12  13  14

 15  16  17

 18  19  20  21

 22  23  24  25

 26  27  28  29  30  31  32

 33  34  35  36  37

 38  39  40  41  42

 43  44  45

 46  47  48  49  50  51  52

 53  54  55  56  57

 58  59  60

 61  62  63

XWORD  
Clues Across 

 1. You sent this at Christmas. 

 5. Golly —  ! 

 9. Fulfilled 
 12. Length x width = 

 13. Poker stake 

 14. Before: poetic 

 15. Fibber 

 16. Lordly ”equal”?  

 17. Foot part 

 18. Lost colour 
 20. Sale notice 

 21. Finale 

 22. “Colonisers” who bring 

express relief! 

 26. Chum 

 29. Little Scot ? 

 30. Calendar fruits 
 33. Historical times 

 35. Logging tool 

 37. Pile 

 38. 'For P__  sake!' 

 40. In the past 

 42. Arid 

 43. Distributes (5,3) 
 46. Mimic 
 48. Links alternatives 

 49. Become mature 

 53. Favouring 

 54. A spikey flower.  

 57. Dance party 

 58. Pub brew 

 59. Always 
 60. Nights before 

 61. A Communist under the 

bed?  (50s/60s saying) 
 62. Prophet 

 63. A bashed tin has it. 

Clues Down 
 1. Young whale 
 2. Operatic solo 

 3. Enjoy a book 
 4. Challenges 

 5. Hole; empty space 
 6. United 

 7. A metallic sounding sin 

 8. Drove (cattle) 

 9. Hated 

 10. Golf club 
 11. Property title 

 19. Grass moisture 

 23. Crop of India 

 24. Yellow rose US State 

 25. “Hur—-”!  (Cheer) 
 26. Liveliness 

 27. 3/4 of 12 across 

 28. Ready for shaving 

 31. Lug hole 

 32. 007  
 34. Beach view 

 36. The self  

 39. Noises of the night 

 41. Yours and mine = 

 44. Motored 

 45. Fatigued 

 46. At a distance 
 47. Warsaw citizen 

 50. Surface a footpath 

 51. Not odd 

 52. A bird’s snug place 

 55. Observe 

 56. Miscalculate 

Unless you’re 

a Dalek stairs 

are not a 

good route in 

a wheelchair! 
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Hourglass Brain teaser  
Starting in the middle, each word in the top half 
has the letters of the word below it, plus a new 

letter, and each word in the bottom half has the 
letters of the word above it, plus a new letter. 

Can you fill in the words? 

Clues.  

(1) small army unit 

(2) it lives in a sett 

(3) made from dough 

(4) lyric poet 

(5) short for Abraham 

(6) deep yellow colour 

(7) sculpture rock 

(8) pedestrian 

S UDOKU  

Fill every column, row and 3x3 box so that they contain every  number 

between 1 and 9.  

 

R   T   F   Y   G   J   K   N   

P   Q   H   I   Z  

D   E   V   W   X  

Now what is the biggest Roman 
numeral you can make with  

(a) the missing letters 

(b) the above letters? 

R
ea

d
er

s’
 D

ig
es

t 
p
ri

n
ta

b
le

 p
u
zz

le
. 

R
ea

d
ers’ D

ig
est p

rin
ta

b
le p

u
zzle. 

In case you wonder, Lucius and Manaen are in Acts 13:1 
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You are worth far more than you 

imagine! 

A speaker began his address by holding up a  brand 
new £20 note. “Who would like this?” he asked. Lots of hands 
went up in the audience. 

“I’m going to give this note to one of you, but first let me do this.”  

He crumpled up the note.  “Who still wants it?” 

The same hands went in the air. 

“Well,” he went on, “What about this?” He then dropped the note 
onto the ground and started to grind it in the carpet with his shoe. 
“Who wants this dirty note, now?”  The same hands went up. 

“You’ve all learned a valuable lesson,” the speaker explained. “No 
matter what I did to the note, you still wanted it because it did not 

decrease in value.  It was still worth £20.” 

“Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled and ground into 

the dirt by people,  the decisions we make and the circumstances 
that come our way. As a result we can feel worthless.  But no matter 

what happened—or what will happen, you will never lose your value 
in God’s eyes.  Dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are 
priceless to Him.” 

Betty & Penny Kays—(Based on John 3:16, Romans 5:8 and 8.32) 

Genuine Extracts from Church 

Magazines 

• Don't let worry kill you -- let the church help. 

• Thursday night - Potluck supper. Prayer and 

medication to follow. 

• Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our 

church and community. 

• For those of you who have children and don't 

know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 

• This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis 

to come forward and lay an egg on the altar. 

• The church is glad to have with us today as our 

guest minister the Rev. Green who has Mrs. Green 
with him. After the service we request that all 

remain in the sanctuary for the Hanging of the 

Greens. (A pre-Christmas service in which some 
churches are decked with greenery—holly, etc.) 

• The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of 

every kind. They can be seen in the church 

basement on Saturday. 

• At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic 

will be "What is Hell?"  Come early and listen to 

our choir practice. 

• The preacher will preach his farewell message, 

after which the choir will sing, "Break Forth With 
Joy." 

Shortened email-header I received over Christmas... 



 8 

Hidden Objects 

XWORD 

Matchsticks 

Solution 1:  5—7 = -2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Solution 2: 9—7 = 2. 

 

(1) brigade 

(2) badger 

(3) bread 

(4) bard 

(5) Bram 

(6) amber 

(7) marble 

(8) rambler 

Hourglass 

S
U

D
O

K
U

 

Letters Puzzle 
The missing letters are: A B C L M O S U and can be rearranged to 

spell COLUMBA’S. 
Roman numerals use the letters: C (100), D (500), I (1), L (50),             

M (1000), V (5), X (10).  

So, (a) The biggest missing letters number is: MCL = 1,150. 

(b) The biggest remaining letters number is:  DXVI = 516. 

Two of  a Kind 
Backpacks :  Line 2  No.1= Line 6  No. 4. 
Books :  Line 3  No. 2 = Line 5  No. 1. 

Computers :  Line 3 No. 3 = Line 6 No. 3. 
Apples :  Line 3 No. 1 = Line 6 No. 1. 

Edited by Steve at: scansmag@aol.com All material is either my own, licensed, public domain, creative commons or by permission. 

Weekly Services at St. Columba’s 
Sundays at 10.30am at St. Columba’s 

Rockingham Services 9am monthly. 

Please wear a mask. 

 Occasional services at other times.  
Details in the Vicar’s weekly email and website.  
Services are available online on YouTube via 

 https://stcolumbascorby.org.uk/ 
Other Activities  in the Hall except where stated 

Monday 10.30-11.30 am: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 

Monday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of Dancing 

Tuesday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of Dancing 

Wednesdays 10.30-12noon: Food Bank (in church) 

2nd and 4th Wednesday each month: 

11.00 am-1.00 pm: ‘Get, Set, Goers’ (Ladies Group) 

Wednesdays (in term time)   5.30-7.00 pm:  St John 
Ambulance cadets 

Wednesday 7.15-8.45 pm:  Judo 

Thursday 6.30-7.30 pm: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 

Sunday 2.00-4.00 pm: Viking Re-enactment Group 

Two Alcoholics Anonymous groups also meet, but for 
obvious reasons we don’t say when. Details from Vicar. 

Clergy 
Vicar & Rural Dean:  Revd. Canon Ian 

Pullinger  

157 Studfall Avenue,  Corby, NN17 1LG.   
Tel: 01536 400225 

Mobile: 07903 644609  

Email: ianpullinger@btinternet.com  

Curate: The Revd. Kevin Montgomery 
5 Hood Court, Corby, NN17 2RH 

Tel:  01536 647727  

Mobile: 07512 822422 
Email: kfm@thedigitalchristian.com 

 A new issue of the 

printed  

SCaNS Magazine will be 

out in church within the 

next two weeks. 

One day an 

employee came 

into work with 

both of his ears 

bandaged. His 

boss asked him 

what happened 

to his ears. 
 

"Yesterday I was 

ironing a shirt 
when the phone 

rang and I 
accidentally 

answered with 
the iron instead 

of the phone!" 
 

"Well," the boss 

said, "that 
explains one ear, 

but what about 
the other?" 

 

"They called 

back!" 


