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“From Cricket to Christ” 

E d w a r d 

S t u d d 

l o v e d 

s p o r t i n g 

fun. A 

w e a l t h y 

man, he 

owned a 

string of 

racehorses including one which 

had won the Grand National. 

He raised his 

three sons to 

love sport 

a n d 

adventure as 

much as he 

did. At Eton 

all three 

played cricket, but the middle 

son, C. T., excelled at it. 

It came as quite a shock to the boys when 

their father introduced his newest interest 
by taking them to a revival meeting 

conducted by D. L. Moody, the American 
evangelist.  

The boys were unmoved by the preacher's 
message, and back home they remained 

unmoved as their father shared his new 
faith with them. They soon found, however, 
that this was not just a passing fancy.  

Their father sold his racehorses and began 
to earnestly share the gospel with them at 

every opportunity.  

C. T. responded by 

feigning sleep when 
his father would 

come into his room 
at night to talk. 

One day his father brought two preachers to 
the estate while his sons were home for a 
visit. The boys decided to play a trick, 

causing a horse to run out of control with 
one of the preachers.  

That afternoon, the same preacher found C. 
T. on his way to the cricket field. He asked 

him if he was a Christian, and C. T. answered 
that he believed in Christ and the church. 

The preacher shared John 3:16 with the 
young man and asked him if he believed 

that Jesus had died for him. When he 
indicated that he did believe that, the 

preacher asked if he believed the last 
half of the verse: that the believer has        

everlasting life?  

When C. T. answered that he did not 
think that he could believe that, the 

question came back: "Do you think that 
God is not telling the truth?"  

The preacher challenged C. T. not to be 
inconsistent. "I should be consistent. Yes, 
I will be." As the preacher pressed the 
point, C. T. sank to his knees there in the 

grass and thankfully accepted God's gift 
of eternal life.  

From that moment, his heart was filled 
with joy and peace. The same weekend 
his two brothers also received Christ. 

Later, as a student at Cambridge, C. T. 
Studd became known as the greatest 

cricket player that England had ever 
produced.  

As the best known 
athlete of his day, 

the country was 
stunned when he         

announced that he 
was responding to 

God's call upon his 
l i fe to be a 

missionary.  

He gave away his 

personal fortune and 
spent ten years in China, believing that 
God would provide for his every need  - 

and He did! 

He then toured American college 

campuses, enlisting hundreds as 
missionaries in what came to be known as 

the Student Volunteer Movement.  

In 1910 he went to Africa and started the 

Africa Inland Mission and the World Wide 
Evangelization  Crusade.  

He indeed lived a life full of adventure, 
and upon his death in 1931 he was 
declared by some to be the greatest 

Christian missionary of modern times. 

“For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.” John 3:16  

Great Turnout at the Christmas Fayre 

Lots more pictures in the next SCaNS/Mini-SCaNS. 

Have a really happy and blessed 
Christmas! 



All genuine howlers… so we are told! 

“Socrates was a famous 

Greek teacher who went 

around  giving people   

advice.  They killed him.       
Socrates died from an 

overdose of wedlock*.  

After his death, his  career  

suffered a dramatic     

decline.”   (*Hemlock) 

“The Bible is full of interesting 

caricatures.  In the first book of 

the Bible, Guinessis, Adam and 

Eve were created from an apple 

tree…” 

“William Tell shot an arrow while standing on 

his son’s head…” 

“Joan of Arc was burnt to a steak and was 

canonized by Bernard Shaw… 

Magna Carta provided that no man should 

be hanged twice for the same offence. 

“Louis Pasteur discovered a cure for    

rabbis… 

Charles Darwin was a naturalist who wrote 

‘The Organ of the Species’… 

Madman Curie discovered radio, and Karl 

Marx became one of the Marx Brothers.” 

Give an example of movement in plants, and 
an animal that cannot move. 

Answer: Tryphids & a dead cat. 

The greatest writer of 
the Renaissance was 

William  Shakespeare. 

He was born in 1564 

supposedly on his   

birthday…. He wrote 

tragedies, comedies 

and hysterectomies. 

Solomon had 300 wives & 700 porcupines.” 

Exam Howlers 

What I love about the Quora site is its mix of factual 
and tongue-in-cheek humour, not meant to be taken 

seriously (I hope!).   Here are some gems…. 

Q: How does the pilot control the thrust of the 

engine? 

A: On the top of each engine is a screwdriver 
valve controlling the fuel flow. The pilot climbs 

out of the cockpit (holding 
the screwdriver between his 
teeth for obvious reasons) 
and over each wing to the 

engines. He gives the 

valves a quarter turn left or 
right depending on whether he wants the plane 

to speed up or slow down. Then it’s back to the 

cockpit for a comfortable seat and a warm cup 

of coffee!  

Q: Why do unicorns not exist? 

A: They do exist but because 

haggis prey on them they are 

very, very rare, living only in 
very remotes forests in the 

highlands of Scotland. 

Q: Can you eat baked beans in the UK? 

A: Sadly not. The tinned goods act of 1987 

forbids the sale and consumption of baked 

beans on the grounds that the Prime Minister’s 

daughter of the time didn’t like the texture...  

There used to be riots ... 

but when someone was 

clubbed to death with a 

cucumber after someone 

mistook their tin of peas 

for beans armed police were forced to patrol 

the aisles to prevent further unrest.  

And now—a real hero! 

Q: Are the Gurkhas as good an armed unit as 

their reputation would suggest?  

A: Let me introduce Vishnu Prasad Shrestha. 

Returning home from India, the train he was 

traveling on was boarded by 40 bandits. As 
they had guns and he 

had only a Kukri, he 

passed his wallet over 

— after all it's only money, right? 

Then the bandits decided they would rape a 

young girl. Big red flag moment! The bandits 

fled with three dead, eight wounded and no 
loot. 

The intended victim's family offered him a 

large cash reward. He refused, saying, 

“Fighting the enemy in battle is my duty [as a 
soldier]. Taking on the thugs on the train was 
my duty as a human being". 

He wasn't entirely unrewarded though. The 

army reactivated him temporarily and gave him 
a promotion as well as at least one medal. 

WORD 

JIG 1 
Like a jigsaw. 

Just fit the 

word blocks in 

the right 

places. 

Best solved 

by printing it 

out first. 

 

A few blank 

squares have 

been put in to 

help you. 

  

   

The grid is diagonally symmetrical. 



A little turtle begins to 
climb a tree slowly. After 

long hours of effort, he 
reaches the top, jumps 

into the air waving his 
front legs, until he crashes 

heavily into the ground 
with a hard knock on his 

shell. 

After recovering his 

consciousness, he starts to 

climb the tree again, jumps 

again, and knocks the 

ground heavily again. 

The little turtle persisted 

again and again while a 

couple of birds sitting at the 

edge of a branch, watched 
the turtle with pain. Suddenly 

the female bird says to the 

male, "Dear, I think it's time 

to tell our little turtle he's 

adopted." 

A Corby man calls his son London. “I hate to ruin your day, but I have to tell you 

that your mother and I are divorcing; forty-five years of misery is enough. 

“Dad, what are you talking about?" the son screams.  

“We can't stand the sight of each other any longer," the father says. "We're sick 
of each other, and I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in 

Edinburgh and tell her." 

Frantic, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the 

phone. "Like heck they're getting divorced," she 

shouts, "I'll take care of this," 

She calls Corby immediately, and screams at her 

father, "You are NOT getting divorced. Don't do a 

single thing until I get there. I'm calling my brother 
back, and we'll both be there tomorrow. Until then, 

don't do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?" and hangs up. 

The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. "Okay, love," he says, 

"they're coming for Christmas and paying their own way." 

 

 
fishing float 



 

Dreamcoat Joseph’s Word Search 

QUIZ TIME 

1. Which famous English poet was blind? 

2. In which 
country were 

the last 

Olympic 

Games    

before the 

Second World War held? 

3. Which proverb suggests that noisy   

people usually have little of value to 
say? 

4. “Come back to Erin…”  Where is Erin? 

5. Which king was known as the “Father of 

the British Navy”? 

6. Which country is famous 

for “birds’ nest soup”? 

(The nests are made 
from the saliva of   
swiftlets, not twigs, etc.) 

7. Put these in the order 

they evaporate the 

fastest first:  water, ether, alcohol. 

8. Which of these birds always lay their 

eggs on the ground: starling, plover, 
skylark, swallow. 

9. What is the southernmost point of South 

America? 

10. “Under the spreading 
chestnut tree the village 
smithy stands.” Who 

wrote these words? 

11. What word beginning 
with “f” means easily 

bent? 

12. Of which disciples’ names are SHOT MA 

and WANDER     

anagrams? 

13. Which is the oldest 

canal in England? 

14. “On the third day of 
Christmas” - my true 

love gave to me—

what? 

15. Who is the first winemaker recorded in 

the Bible? 

16. Which British king deposed Richard II?  

(a) Henry III;    (b) Henry IV;              
(c) Henry V      (d) Henry VI? 

17. What kind of duck is 

pictured here? 

18. Who did God tell to 

cook his meals on 

dung? 

19. What is the current internet speed   
record for data transfer per second? 

20. Who owns the Crown Jewels? 



 

ALPHA CROSS 
The first letter of each answer appears next to its clue in alphabetical 

order. All the first letters have been entered into the grid. Can you 

complete the puzzle? 

 

A. Fruit of the oak tree (5) 

B. Something to read (4) 

B. Insect (3) 
C. Taxi (3) 

C. Desert animal (5) 

D. Sand hills (5) 

E. The night before (3) 

G. Type of antelope (7) 

Advent Traditions 
China 

Chinese Christians light their homes with beautiful paper lanterns during 

Advent. Santa is called Dun Che Lao Ren.   

Czechs  

traditionally set a place for the Christ Child at the Christmas table. 

Denmark 

Danes celebrate the tradition of Saint Nicholas with Santa, 
known as Julemanden. A tradition among the Danish children 

concerns Santa’s helpers, the Elves. They believe that that the 
elves live in the attic of their homes, and leave out milk and rice 
pudding for them to make sure they send the word to Santa.  

France 

The French celebrate Christmas throughout December, with many families  

beginning gift giving on December 6th, and extra gifts on December 25th. 
These are often opened on New Years Day. Many hold 
a Christmas Eve watch time, and celebrate Christmas 
Day right after the stroke of midnight with a meal and 

celebratory cakes. When children go to bed, they place 
their shoes rather than their socks by the fireplace to 
receive special gifts. 

Mexico & Central America 

Mexicans celebrate Christmas, Navidad for the nine days before “Holy Eve”. 

Costumes are worn, and either in the public squares, or from house to 
house, families enjoy the theatre of knocking on the doors and being turned 
away as the “the Inn is full˝, and then moving on to 
party in either a back garden, or the public square. 

Music is played throughout the celebrations, great 
regional dishes are served, and the children are given 
sticks to strike the Pinata to release gifts. 

I. Ice hut (5) 

I. Writing fluid (3) 

J. Type of music (4) 

J. Fruit drink (5) 
K. Tap on a door (5) 

L. Jump (4) 

S. Unhappy (3) 

S. Brief periods of rain (7) 

S. Snow runner (3) 



Contact Steve at: scansmag@aol.com   

Grid-Jig-1 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thursday 16th December 

   6.00pm Community Carol Service  
 

with 

choirs 

from 

local 

Schools 

Sunday 19th 

December   

10.15am - Nativity  

  5.00pm - Carols 

with Candles 

Friday 24th December  

 Christmas Eve    

4.30pm - Christingle  

11.15pm - Midnight 

Communion 

Saturday 25th 

December 

10.00am - Christmas 

Day All Age 

Communion 

Sunday 26th 

December  

 10.30am  - Carols 

& Communion 

Fri. 28th & Sat. 29th Jan. 2022  

PANTO: "Robin Hood and the  

Babes in the Wood" 

QUIZ 
1. John Milton. 

2. Germany. 

3. “Empty vessels make most noise.” 

4. Ireland. 

5. King Alfred. 

6. China. 

7. Ether, alcohol, water. 

8. Plover, skylark. 

9. Cape Horn. 

10.  Longfellow. 

11.  Flexible. 

12.  Thomas and Andrew. 

13.  Bridgwater Canal 

14. Three French hens. 

15. Noah (Genesis 9:20-21) 

16. Henry IV. 

17. The Ruddy Duck 

18.  Ezekiel (Ezekiel 4: 12 and 15) 

19. 319 Tb/s (Terabytes per second).  Typical 

UK home speed is 55.5Mb/s, US is only 

42 Mb/s) 

20. The Crown Jewels are owned by the Queen 

herself in right of the Crown, not by the 

state.   

Spot the Difference 

 

Weekly Activities at St. 
Columba’s 

All in the Hall except where stated 

Monday 10.30-11.30 am: Sweat Shop 
(Zumba) 

Monday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of 
Dancing 

—- 

Tuesday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of 
Dancing 

—- 
Wednesdays 10.30-12noon: Food Bank (in 

church) 

2nd and 4th Wednesday each month: 

11.00 am-1.00 pm: ‘Get, Set, Goers’ (Ladies 
Group) 

Wednesdays (in term time)                                        
5.30-7.00 pm:  St John Ambulance cadets 

Wednesday 7.15-8.45 pm:  Judo 
—- 

Thursday 6.30-7.30 pm: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 
—- 

Sunday 2.00-4.00 pm: Viking Re-enactment 
Group 

Two Alcoholics Anonymous groups also 
meet, but for obvious reasons we don’t say 

when. Details from Vicar. 

This is the last Steve’s Puzzles and Stuff until 
the New Year—but fret thee not!  I am 

working on my annual bumper 16-page A5 
Christmas Magazine which will be out before 
Christmas, and a new SCaNS and Mini-SCaNS 

will be out early in 2022. 

Hidden Objects 

ALPHA CROSS 

Oops!  

 ‘Who shall say hwqztNj 

wodrmf?’  
(Manchester paper) 


