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Mini-SCaNS 18 NOVEMBR  2021 

“How do you know God is speaking to you?” - Part 1 

Most of the year this bush in our garden is a drab, 

rather boring green.  It produces tiny white flowers, 

but grows at a prodigious rate. 

But come the autumn, it turns into what I like to call our 

“Glory Bush”.   The leaves turn red and orange and gold—

but when the sun shines on it—it is breath-taking, and looks 

just like Moses’ burning bush. Just as though it is on fire! 

You know there many Christians who are a bit like that bush.  

To look at them, they can be ordinary, a bit drab because 

clothes are not that important—but when the Holy Spirit 

shines on them—WOW!! 

If you’re like me, you’ve had times when you 

wanted God to speak to you, but He seemed 

to have gone on holiday. And I wouldn’t be 

surprised if, like me, your frustration has 

boiled over more than once, waiting for a 

response that never seems to come. 

Maybe, in a moment of overwhelming frustration and 

desperation you begged God for a burning bush moment, but, 
not surprisingly, He didn’t, so you just had to wait impatiently for 

an answer. 

Maybe you’re there right now. Praying for clear direction — a 

vision, a dream, or a word — so you can know exactly what to 
do. And waiting, waiting, waiting for an answer that doesn’t 
come. 

Because God often doesn’t always respond the way you want or 
expect you may miss His answer altogether, then mistakenly 

think He’s ignoring you.  He isn’t.  He never does.  Because He 
sometimes answers with a resounding ”NO!”, you think He 

hasn’t answered—but He has because He knows what is best 
for you—but   it was not what you hoped for. 

“Lord, please give me £1million so I can give it to charity.”  No!  
I know your temptation levels and you won’t keep your promise. 

Or perhaps God IS trying to get your attention, but you keep 
missing the ways that He’s speaking to you. 
 

Be sure to pick up your FREE copy of the 

latest copy of the printed SCaNS in church—

it has some amazing stories! 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The front of the church (chancel) had seats 

for the bishop and assisting ministers, while 

the people's part of the building (nave) was 

larger and had no seating, except for low 
ledges at the side for the elderly or infirm.  

People stood or knelt where the action was. 

If a procession took place, they simply moved 

out of the way.  

In the Middle Ages, the action moved further 

away from the nave.  Monastery chapels had 

a long chancel with seats, where the monks 

faced each other, and a main altar at the far 
end of the chancel. Often there were multiple 

altars around the church with several Masses 

going on simultaneously.  

When churches adopted this model, seats 

were provided in the chancel for clergy and 

wealthy laity.  Everyone else stood in the 

nave, moving from altar to altar when the 
ringing of a bell warned them that each Mass 

had reached its climax with the elevation of 

the Host. In between, they said their own 

prayers or engaged in conversation.  

In the 1400s, isolated benches were built to 

enable them to pray more comfortably, but 

much open space remained.  

The Protestant Reformers wanted to       
reconnect the people with the action at the 

front of the church. They also wanted worship 

to serve a teaching function. So, for the first 

time, they asked the whole congregation to 

sit on pews and pay attention. Many found 

worshipping in this way very puzzling.  

The experimentation of 1960s worship—
fueled by the charismatic movement and by 

Vatican II—tried to get the congregation up 

and moving again, allowing flexible room in 

nave and chancel for drama, dance,       

processions, and movements of the Spirit. 

This represented a conscious return to early 

church models. In many non-Western (e.g 
Orthodox), churches the congregation has 
never sat down.  

“Stand if you are able," the 

service-leader says on Sunday 

morning as we sing a hymn.  

"Please be seated," he or she says, and we sit 
for the sermon, Scripture reading, or prayer. 

But before the late Middle Ages, most       

Christians would have found our sitting in 

church extremely 

odd.  

Where did pews 

come from, and 

why do we spend 
so much time in 

them? 

Early Christians worshipped in private homes, 

but we know little of the architecture of those 

house churches. Once Christians could build 

public spaces for worship, they adapted the 

design of Roman law courts, where the judge 
was seated and others stood  before him.  

“Stand up, sit 
down for Jesus..!!” 

A mother became so fed up with 

Jehovah’s Witnesses calling at 

her home in Peacehaven, East 

Sussex, that she interrupted their 

Sunday service by banging on 

the church door and offering the worshippers 

free magazines!   

1. How many sides did an old threepenny piece coin 

have? 

2. In which of these countries did the Crimean War 

take place: Egypt, Russia, India, Italy? 

3. Which chemical gas produces “Will o’ the Wisp’? 

4. In which book by  William      

Shakespeare does Shylock 

appear? 

5. To whom did Joseph’s 

brothers sell him in the Old 

Testament? 

6. What is a choir of four people called? 

7. How did Mr. Toad escape from 

prison? 

8. What was the name of    Phileas 

Fogg’s servant in “Round the World 
in 80 Days”? 

9. How many players are there in a hockey team? 

10. This year 
is the 55th 

Anniversary of 

Star Trek.   

Nine actors 

have played 

Mr. Spock 

(https://www.space.com/42420
-star-trek-spock-role-every-
actor.html). Who was the    

original Spock, who played him 

in the recent cinema films—

and who plays him in the latest 

TV series Star Trek-Discovery? 

11. In which children's TV series 

would you find the following characters.                                        

(i) Captain Haddock,                                                  
(ii) Baron Silas Von Greenback,                                     

iii) Tobermory,                                                                      

(iv) The Iron Chicken and                                        

(v) Professor Yaffle? 

12. Name The Teletubbies. 

13. What is the name of the dog that features in 

Tom & Jerry? 

14. Which artist designed the logo 

used in Blue Peter? 

15. What came between Bill and Ben 

in the TV series? 

16. Which character in Wurzel Gummidge was played 

by Una Stubbs? 

17. In which programme did Bungle appear? 

18. What was the name of the cow in The Magic 

Roundabout? 

 

POLITICALLY                    

INCORRECT! 

• Your bedroom isn’t  

cluttered, it’s just 

‘passage  restricted’. 

• You’re not having a 

bad hair day, you’re  

suffering from ‘rebellious 

follicle syndrome’. 

• At school, you don’t have detention, 

you’re simply ‘exit delayed’. 

• You don’t talk a lot, you’re just ‘verbally 

enhanced’. 

• You’re not sleeping in class—you’re 

‘rationing consciousness’! 
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BODY PARTS QUIZ 

 
 

1. Worn by monarch 

2. Used in DIY 

3. Weapons 

4. Top of  a hill 

5. Rubbish for disposal 

6. Addition to a book 

7. School Principal 

8. Centre 

9. Disreputable person 

10. To study intensely e.g. a book 

11. Long-eared mammal 

12. Found on a jug 

13. Imperial measurement 

14. Used by artists 

15. Sauce! 

16. Sticky stuff 

17. Found in a shoe 

18. Purple flower 

19. Part of  a race 

Below are cryptic clues to parts of the human body, which you are invited to 

guess. In some cases the body part will not be spelt the same way as the 

answer to the clue—but it will sound similar 

e.g. “spiritual centre of being” =  sole (soul). 

20. Young cow or deer 

21. Autumn berry 

22. Shellfish 

23. Cut of meat 

24. Top of  wheat 

25. Punctuation mark 

26. River estuary 

27. Treasure is stored in it 

28. Centre of  hurricane 

29. You eat these in 

buffets??!! 

30. Supporter of  chairs and 

tables 

31. Hauls barge or car 

32. Someone not dead 

33. Funny 

34. Pokes fun at 

35. Bravado 

36. Place you keep prisoners 

37. Planet 

38. It forms on top of  rice 

pudding 

39. Got the lowest marks in 

class 

40. Not as holy as a London 

Station 

41. Dogs (Latin) 

42. Gold seam 

43. Places like the Tate 

Galleries? 

44. To row a boat 

45. To hitch a lift 

46. Small gentleman in velvet 

47. To flog with a whip 

48. Flir t, kiss, or cuddle (60s 

slang) 

49. Courage 

50. Ringo’s aural instrument 

SHAPE NAMES WORD SEARCH 

Find the words listed below. They may be horizontal, vertical, forwards, backwards or diagonal. 

CIRCLE, CONE,  

CUBE, CUBOID,  
CYLINDER, DECAGON, 
DODECAHEDRON, 
HEPTAGON, HEXAGON, 
NONAGON, OCTAGON, 

OCTAHEDRON, 

PARALLELOGRAM,  

PENTAGON, POLYGON, 
POLYHEDRON, PRISM, 
PYRAMID, 
QUADRILATERAL,  
RECTANGLE,  
RHOMBUS, 
SEMI CIRCLE, SPHERE, 
SQUARE, TETRAHEDRON, 

TRAPEZIUM,  
TRIANGLE. 

Mini-Crossword 

Across 

1. Written 

message 
5. Give a detailed 

account 
6. Igneous rock 

7. Esteem 

Down 

1. Someone in 
charge 

2. Excel 
3. Envisage 

4. Component 
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Time to go aahh! 
I used to keep ferrets.  They are 
lovely creatures.  These pictures 

from boredpanda.com bring 
back so many happy memories. 

..like the ferret trapped in a 

toilet roll tube. They get 
everywhere... 

 
...and will 

sleep 
anywhere! 

 

But a baby ferret (8 weeks old) 

is gorgeous! 

“How do you know God is 

speaking to you?” - Part –1 

When I became a Christian, I said, “Lord, I’ll do 
anything you want, except be a teacher.” 

“Tough!”  God replied, “because that is exactly my 

plan for your life.  I have given you the gift of 
teaching, but you won’t know it until you give in 
and let me loose in your life the way I planned 

before you were even born!” 

“So, since you are fixated on wanting to be a 

computer engineer I am going to have to stop 
you getting the entry qualifications for that—

but you will have the ones needed to be a 
teacher. You will pass them all in your Mocks, 

but not all of them in the exams proper.  Enjoy 
the migraines on exam day!” 

“Oh, by the way, I am going to give you a real, 
mature Christian friend to guide you.  He’s your RE 
and Careers Master, Ron Marsh.  He and his wife 

Florence will bring you great blessing.”  And so, 
one day as I was doing private study in the School 

Library, Ron walked in, came right up to me and 
said, “Scholes—I hear you are a Christian.  Come 
to my house tonight for tea!”   And so it all began. 

I got good grades in the exams but not a crucial 

one for the engineering course, so Ron sat me 
down and said (because he had a really close 
relationship with the Father), “I believe God wants 
you to be a teacher.” 

“Well, sorry, sir.  I don’t!” 

“Then, let’s make a deal—you will apply to the top 
teacher training college in the country—

Goldsmiths’ College in London (let’s make it really 
hard for God) - I’ll help you with the application—

and if you are offered a place, you’ll give in and 
accept it as His Will for you.  OK?” 

“Well, all right.  I’ll give it a go.” 

“Good.  Let’s pray about in now.”  So we got on 

our knees in his living room and prayed—and 
within two weeks I had been offered and accepted 
a place.               

Ways God will speak To You      
1. God speaks through His Word, the Bible.     

Have a regular pattern of daily Bible reading and 

when God has something to say to you, you will find the 

same kind of message keeps coming up.  If you have 

something on your heart pray about it before you read, 

and you will sometimes find the answer in the passage 

(Continued from page 1) you are to read that day. Or, you may have to wait.  

Don’t Bible dip! like man who asked God to guide 

him, stuck his finger in the Bible and landed on, “And 
Judas hanged himself.”  “Eeek!” he cried, quickly 

flipped to another passage, stuck his finger in again 

and landed on, “Go and do likewise.”  … and again, 

“That which Thou doest, do quickly!”   He never Bible

-dipped again. That’s no way God will speak to you. 

Have a regular pattern—say, an OT chapter, a 

Psalm and a NT passage, or use daily Bible study 

notes,   such as 

UCB or Daily Bread. 

Sometimes, like the 
cherries on a fruit 

m a c h i n e  t h e 

passages will all link 

together and Wow!  God will make contact with you.  

Take time to look in unfamiliar parts of the Bible.  
A friend of mine who was Principal of a Bible School 

was talking to a guest speaker about a particular 

need.  The guest speaker suggested a particular 

helpful Bible verse.  My friend said, “That’s in the 
Bible?  I’ve read the whole Bible hundreds of times 
and don’t remember seeing that!”.  The speaker 

replied, “Well, you didn’t need it until now.  God was 
keeping it for you until today.” 

Don’t just use a digital Bible.  Use a printed copy 

that you don’t mind annotating.  Underline or 

highlight passages that speak to you. If you are 
disciplined, colour-

code different types 

of verse. Have a 

target of finding 

s om e t h i n g  t o 

u n d e r l i n e  o r 

highlight on every 

page.  That has the 
a d v a n t a ge  o f 

showing you parts 

of the Bible that 

y o u  h a v e n ’ t 

explored.  God 

might have been saving something special  for you 

until you get there.  This old RSV of mine shows a link 
I discovered between God cursing the ground and 

Cain offering the fruit of the ground—hence God 

refused it. 

Keep a notebook of verses that God has spoken to 

you by—these can be good to share with others. 

Keep going back to chapters that God has spoken to 

you through in times of needing re-assurance.   

Mine is 1 Thessalonians. 

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 

what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. 

It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what 

is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do 

every good work.”  (2 Timothy 3:16-17)    
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Those newspapers 

again! 

SUDOKU  
Fill the empty cells with single numbers between 

1 and 9 according the following guidelines: A 

number can appear only ONCE in each row, 

ONCE in each column, and ONCE in each group 

of 9 numbers.  

Bishop Donald writes... 

W 
henever I 

write a 

December 

le t te r ,  severa l 

people tell me off 

because I don’t 

major on the theme 

of Christmas. I have 

my reasons, not least that I think 

Advent is important, neglected, and 

comes first. This year, though, I’ll give 

in (partly) to the clamour. 

I’m not against Christmas: I believe in and celebrate 

the virgin birth and incarnation of the fully human, 
fully divine, Jesus Christ. I understand that for all sorts 

of practical reasons we have to do some of the 

teaching and rejoicing before the day itself: for 

example, we celebrate with schools before they break 

up for their holidays, and we try to reach Christmas 

shoppers through carols and in other ways to help 

them see a bit more of the meaning of it all. I 
understand that we live in and reach out to the world 

as it is, full of commercialization and shopping for 

things we don’t remotely need which seems to begin 

earlier each year. 

I do wish, though, that within our church communities 

we could experience the excitement and power, the 

peace and joy, of Christmas at the right time: from the 
evening of Christmas Eve, either to Twelfth Night and 

the Epiphany on 6 January; or, if we are bold enough, 

right through to the Presentation of Christ 

(Candlemas) on 2 February, forty days after we 

remember the birth. That would have the huge 

advantage of changing our perception of January to 

being a month of Christmas light and joy, rather than 

the dark and miserable time that it is for many now. 
And wouldn’t it be good if we could help the world see 

the joy and celebration of Christmas flowing into and 

through the first month of the year?  

On another note: 

Canon Tim Alban 

Jones (shown 
here on the 
C a t h e d r a l ’ s 
annual pancake 
tossing race) 
steps down as my 

chaplain at the 

end of this month. 

His role has 

always been part Chaplain and part Cathedral Canon, 
but the Cathedral part has been expanding, and after 

six years this seems the right time for him to become 

full time Vice Dean.  

Tim has been a brilliant support to me and my office, 

and we will miss him very much from that role. 

With best wishes 

+Donald 

Bishop of Peterborough 

Letter Box 

 

MEDES 
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Puzzle Answers  

Body Parts 
1. Crown 

2. Nail 

3. Arms 

4. Brow 

5. Waist (Waste) 

6. Appendix 

7. Head 

8. Heart 

9. Heel 

10. Pore (over) 

11. Hair (Hare) 

12. Lip 

13. Feet 

14. Palate (Palette) 

15. Cheek 

16. Gum 

17. Tongue 

18. Iris 

19. Lap 

20. Calf 

21. Hip 

22. Muscle (Mussel) 

23. Joint 

24. Ear 

25. Colon 

MINI CROSSWORD Solution 

Why not forward a copy of Mini-SCaNS to a friend? 

Weekly Activities at St. Columba’s 

All in the Hall except where stated 

Monday 10.30-11.30 am: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 

Monday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of 

Dancing 

Tuesday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of 

Dancing 

Wednesdays 10.30-12noon: Food Bank         

(in church) 

2nd and 4th Wednesday each month: 

11.00 am-1.00 pm: ‘Get, Set, Goers’                   

(Ladies Group) 

Wednesdays (in term time) 5.30-7.00 pm:              

St John Ambulance cadets 

Wednesday 7.15-8.45 pm:  Judo 

Thursday 6.30-7.30 pm: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 

Sunday 2.00-4.00 pm: Viking Re-enactment 

Group 

Two Alcoholics Anonymous groups also meet, 

but for obvious reasons we don’t say when.          

Details from Vicar. 

DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY 

Saturday 27th November          
10.00am CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Saturday 4th December 

Hope into Action training  

Thursday 16th December 

   6.00pm Community Carol Service  

with choirs from local Schools  

Sunday 19th December   

10.15am - Nativity  

  5.00pm - Carols with candles 

Friday 24th December : Christmas Eve    

4.30pm - Christingle  

11.15pm - Midnight Communion 

Saturday 25th December 

Christmas Morning   

10.00am - All Age Communion 

Sunday 26th December  

10.30am  - Carols & Communion 

Fri. 28th & Sat. 29th Jan. 2022  

PANTO: "Robin Hood and the  
Babes in the Wood" 

 Sunday 5th June 2022  

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: 

 Tree Planting, Big Lunch & Fun Day  

Fri.1st - Sun. 3rd July 2022  

Bishop John’s Weekend at St. 

Columba’s and St. Leonard’s 

26. Mouth 

27. Chest 

28. Eye 

29. Fingers (finger buffet) 

30. Legs 

31. Toes (Tows) 

32. Liver 

33. Humorous (arm bone) 

34. Ribs 

35. Nerve 

36. Cells 

37. Your anus (Uranus) 

38. Skin 

39. Bottom 

40. (St.) Pancreas (Pancras) 

41. Canines (teeth) 

42. Vein 

43. Art-eries 

44. Skull (scull) 

45. Thumb 

46. Mole 

47. Lash (as of eye) 

48. Neck 

49. Guts 

50. (Ear) Drum  

Letter Box—Anagram Solutions and Puzzle Route 

Quiz Time 
1. 12 
2. Russia 

3. Methane 
4. The Merchant of Venice 
5. The Midianites (Ishmaelites) 

6. A quartet 
7. By disguising himself in washerwoman’s 

clothes. 
8. Passepartout 

9. 11 
10. Leonard Nimoy, Zachery Quinto, Ethan Peck. 
11. (i) Captain Haddock = Tin-Tin, (ii) Baron Silas 

Von Greenback = Dangermouse, (iii) 
Tobermory = The Wombles, (iv) The Iron 
Chicken = The Clangers and (v) Professor 
Yaffle = Bagpuss. 

12. Tinky-Winky, Dipsy, Laa-Laa and Po 
13. Spike. 
14. Tony Hart. 
15. Little Weed. 

16. Aunt Sally. 
17. Rainbow. 
18. Ermintrude. 

A young kid found an old lamp. As 
always the lamp was rubbed and a 

genie appeared granting 3 wishes. 

Genie: I will grant you three 
wishes! 

Kid: I wish maths didn't exist. 

Genie: DONE! 
You have no 

more wishes. 

SUDOKU (4/mp13) 


