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Mini-SCaNS 17  OCTOBER  2021 

SPECIAL FEATURE: “Coping with loss”  (p.4) 

Who doesn’t know 

about and love Charlie 

Brown, and his pal 

Snoopy? 

But perhaps less known was the spirituality of 
his author and creator Charles M. Schultz. 

While there are thousands of Peanuts comic 
strips, to do with Charlie Brown and Snoopy 

and their friends Linus and Lucy and others, 
Schultz was a Christian and over 500 of his 

comic strips contain a religious, spiritual or 
theological reference.  

The creator of the Peanuts comic strip was a 
Pulitzer Prize nominee, and his comics 

earned him an Emmy, Peabody, and 
Congressional Gold Medal.  

Sixteen years after his death in 2000, Schulz 
is still the third top-earning deceased 

celebrity, trailing only Elvis Presley and 
Michael Jackson. He even changed the way 

Americans talk, inserting phrases like “Good 
grief!” and “security blanket” into the 

national vocabulary. But Schulz also 
revolutionized his industry by using his strip 

to subtly raise religious questions about the 
Bible, prayer, the nature of God, and the end 

of the world.  

“Schulz was a devoted Christian; unshell 
the Peanuts and you’ll find the fingerprints 

of his faith”. 

By mixing Snoopy with spirituality, he made 

his readers laugh while inviting them into a 
depth of conversation uncommon to the 

funny pages.  

Schulz converted to Christianity shortly after 

returning from a deployment in World War II, 
and the experience sparked a love inside of 

him for sacred literature. He became a 
vorac ious reader of  theological 
commentaries, and the margins of his 

personal Bible were filled with hand-written 
notes. He was a long-time Sunday School 

teacher at churches in the Midwest and 
California, even leading one group through a 

study of the entire Old Testament.  

Given the success of Peanuts—at its peak, 

read by 355 million in 21 languages across 
75 countries—quantifying the true impact of 

Schulz’s religious content is difficult.  

Schulz’s final strip was scheduled to run on 
Sunday, February 13, 2000. 

It contained a sketch of Snoopy typing the 
cartoonist’s farewell letter to his readers. 

As newspaper printers across America 
prepared his strip for delivery, the cancer-

stricken Schulz slipped into bed and 
passed  away. His wife reported that he 

died peacefully. 

“Little things we say and do in Christ’s 

name are like pebbles thrown into water,” 
Schulz once said. “The ripples spread out 

in circles, and influence people we may 
know only slightly and sometimes not at 

all.” 

For half a century, he threw pebbles. Some 
were larger and more swiftly lobbed than 

others, but most of them found their mark. 
They tumbled into homes and hearts, 
urging readers to consider life’s deeper 

questions.  

These rocks were delivered by uncommon 

messengers—boys with blankets and beagles 

with typewriters. Sometimes they made 

readers chuckle and other times they 
induced an “aaugh!” But Schulz always 

aimed to challenge readers’ minds, and on 
occasion, touch their souls. 

You will find a selection of 

Charlie Brown cartoons 

scattered through this issue 

in honour of Charles Shultz. 

The Billy Graham Story  
is on PBS America (Freeview Channel 84)  

Next  Thursday 28th October  

8.00-10.35am   1.35-4.00pm,  and              

6.15-8.45pm 

Several folk in our church came to faith through 

his preaching. Do watch/record it. 
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What do you know about Guy 
Fawkes, Bonfires and 

Fireworks? 

1. By what name was Guy Fawkes known when he 
fought for the Spanish? 

2. The UK’s last remaining fireworks factory is not 

far from Corby—but where is it? 

3. Who composed the music for the Royal 

Fireworks? 

4. In which year did the gunpowder plot take place? 

5. "We Didn't Start the Fire" was a 1989 hit for 
which singer/songwriter? 

6. What is the technical name for the making and 
displaying of fireworks? 

7. Which monarch was the Gunpowder Plot 

designed to kill? 

8. Pugh, Pugh, Barney McGrew, Cuthbert, Dibble 

and Grub were the firemen in which town? 

9. Which snooker player was nicknamed "The 
Rocket"? 

10. In which English city was Guy Fawkes born? 

11. In which country was the World's biggest bonfire 
lit in June 2016 to celebrate mid-summer? 

12. After which Catherine is the firework , the 
Catherine Wheel named? 

13. What shape is Gunpowder Tea? 

14. In terms of accident statistics, which is the most 
dangerous of common fireworks? 

15. What type of mythical creature was Dumbledore's 
pet named Fawkes in the Harry Potter books? 

16. When is it illegal in the UK to set off fireworks? 

17. In which country are fireworks said to have 
originated? 

18. Who led the conspirators in the Gunpowder Plot? 

19. Who recorded the 2010  number 1 "Firework"? 

20. What were the original Roman Candles? 

Firework Categories 
Consumer fireworks are categorised as Category F1, F2 or F3. 

• Category F1 fireworks are indoor or close proximity fireworks with minimal 

safety distances (e.g. 1m). 

• Category F2 fireworks are outdoor fireworks with spectator safety distances of 

at least 8m. 

• Category F3 fireworks are outdoor fireworks with spectator safety distances of 

at least 25m  (that’s metres, not miles!). 

These are spectator distances; distances to firers and structures may differ. 

• Category F4 fireworks are for professional use only. 

Banned fireworks 
Remember the favourite fireworks of your childhood and the pranks you played with them?  
Well many of these are now banned on safety grounds.   

Do you remember “Rip-Raps” also called Jumping 

Jacks?  BANNED!  

… and Bangers?  BANNED! 

Mortar Shells: all fireworks of the "aerial shell"/"mortar shell" type, which launch single, 
large projectiles into the air where they explode to create effects - are now Category 

F4 as a result of the deaths in 1996 of Stephen Timcke and David Hattersley, who were killed by 

mortars on successive nights. 

Mini-rockets, bangers, firecrackers, fireworks of erratic flight were banned in 1997. 

In 2004 the definition of mini-rocket was further restricted, and airbombs were also banned, in an 

effort to stop anti-social behaviour involving fireworks 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airbomb
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ACTRESSES       

ANAGRAMS 

The number of letters in each part name 
are given to help you. 

1. LENGTHY PART WOW (7,7) 

2. RAINY WONDER (6,5) 

3. WARY UNIVERSE EGO (9,6) 

4. IN FINE TORN JEANS (8,7) 

5. NO ALIENS DARLING (7,8) 

6. REALLY HERB (5,5) 

7. IDOL NICKNAME (6,6) 

8. NO EAGLE IN JAIL (8,5) 

9. SEEN AT A RICH JET-ZONE  
(9,4-5) 

10. TWEAK TINSEL (5,6) 

11. ROBUST JAILER (6,6) 

12. TRY REM SLEEP (5,6) 

 

Find the Hidden Objects 

Mini-Crossword 

Across 

1. Amusing 
5. Associate 

6. Run 

7. Trigonometric 

function 

Down 

1. Compatibility 

2. Physician 
3. Dressing 

4. Sincere 

SUDOKU  
Fill the empty cells with single numbers 

between 1 and 9 according the following 

guidelines: A number can appear only ONCE 

in each row, ONCE in each column, and 

ONCE in each group of 9 numbers.  

How Many Faces/Animals can you find? 

Small Ad. 

“Dip your soiled face in 

alcohol, rinse it in the 

liquid and hang it straight 

out to dry.  It may then 

be pressed.”  Toronto paper 
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“Why do parents whose children pass 

away keep their bedrooms untouched? 

Is that even a healthy way to cope?” 

When my oldest son died five years ago, at 16 

years of age, I kept things as they were for a 

very long time. 

I even took his bag of hot fries and bottle of Sprite, 

and kept it in a box under his bed for a year. 

His computer, his clothes, his Legos, his journals. 

All laid untouched. 

The pain I felt in my heart and soul was like 

nothing I’ve ever felt before. 

I was literally dying from my broken heart. 

A piece of me was ripped, torn, into oblivion. 

If you’ve never lost a child, you cannot understand. 

I slept in his bed for weeks, with his picture, his 

baby blankets, and his crib toys wrapped in my 

arms. 

Bluntly, whether this was a healthy coping 

mechanism or not is no one else’s business. 

It took me two years to let go, and I still keep the 

clothes he died in tucked away in my closet. 

Those clothes have never been washed. 

I still look at the bits of concrete clinging to his shirt 

every now and then. 

I have moved on the best that I can, and live a 

normal, healthy, happy life, but I am not the 

person I was before Jesse died. I never will be. 

In the interim, I completely re-decorated his room, 

that he shared with his little brother. 

Little brother was a big part of it. 

We placed a huge, 3D poster on the wall over 

Jesse’s bed, with an image of an open window, 

looking out into the night sky, with lots of stars. 

It is beautiful, and Jesse would love it. 

We cannot put anyone’s grief, or their response to it, 

into a pre-conceived box that we consider healthy. 

Everyone grieves differently, and for different 

lengths of time, and some never recover at all. 

The people in my life gave me lots of grace, and 

allowed me the time I needed to grow away from the 

pain.  I am very grateful for this. 

Sharon 

 

How long should a person grieve the death 

of a loved one? Why is it harder at night to 

deal with?  

OK, so I’ve got a different take on grief from 

most after grieving untimely loss including a 

suicide of a brother and the death of our 20 year 

old son in a firefighter training accident in 2005. 

Grief is the final responsibility of loving 

someone, and after the painful initial emotional fires 

of grief burn out, our grief for someone we loved and 

lost should become incorporated into our lives 

relatively comfortably. 

The more we loved someone, the harder it will be 

to find that comfortable acceptance and the 

strength to carry that loss.  

There is no fixed timeline so long as grief doesn’t 

overtake and dominate your life. You need to get back 

One of my favourite websites is 

Quora, and every day they send 

me an email with the latest 

contributions. 

I like it because it contains a mix of hilarious 

questions and answers (many from the USA) 
showing considerable ignorance of our way of 

life in the UK, which are often answered with a 

degree of biting wit—and also some deeply 

profound and moving entries—such as those 
dealing with the death of a loved one, some 

extracts of which appear opposite. I include them 

because I hope they might be helpful. 

People also ask technical questions about their 

computer problems, and I have been known to 

answer the odd one. 

Why do some British politicians have 

non-British names and not look British? 

What are British politicians supposed to 

look like? Bowler hats and walking 

sticks saying “Pip Pip” and all called 

Tarquin?  

to reasonable function and happiness in a reasonable 

amount of time. 

In the case of our son, it took me nine full years 

to really wake up and then another few to get 

comfortable with the damage and work yet to be 

done. During all that time I was functional if not 

always fully competent, but not comfortable. 

There are days and events that bring tears now 

in our fourteenth year, but we would never trade 

the ability to remember for zero pain, so we accept 

the pain we feel as the cost and responsibility of 

having truly loved a wonderful son. 

It’s harder at night because you’re exhausted 

and can no longer push it away. Grief will find 

you when you’re weakest and most tired.  

Time will bring you strength. 

Almost all wisdom comes from pain, we become 

wise about the value of life and love we share by 

grieving. We learn more on the worst day of our 

lives than a thousand great days, 

Peter 

For me the first year was dreadful but I was well 

supported.. Each evening I awaited his return 

and I cried and cried. 

Second year was hardest…everyone was used to 

me being ‘alone’ and supposedly I'm over it 

right? —Not! 

Sure, we'd been through all the first, first kids 

birthdays without dad and first Christmas...  

I had to make decisions without him. I wanted to 

buy a new bed  What a drama! I abandoned that. 

And oh how I missed him. The comfort, the hugs, 

the kisses, the talk, the sharing… 

4th child now at school and when number 5 gets 

there our social welfare would be demanding.   

I went to work! Like I didn't have enough to do  

supporting fatherless kids also grieving… 

Year 3 - it's getting better, I'm used to making 

decisions and in fact I'm quite enjoying it in my quiet 

way. Built onto the home, redecorated, built a 

garage…the car stays in the garage... we cycled 

everywhere ‘cos I couldn't afford the petrol for more 

than the essential trips 

The youngest is off to school next year. I'm 

offered free education to prepare for work and loved 

it. Found I had a brain and that in fact I had a knack 

for computers. Got my business management 

diplomas and offered jobs ... Oh how I missed him! 

There is no one to share my achievements with. I 

start work, make new friends. I wear the widow 

badge with pride now. Got it nailed, but I'm so alone.  

When he was living I could pop out for chats or 

movies with friends but now the highlight of my week 

night is the eldest lad’s party in the garage.  

It was about year 5 that I started dating again. 

I'm not sure but if my experience is anything to go by 

I'd say it can be something from 3 to 5 years until 

you can say ‘I'm not grieving the same anymore’. The 

truth is your life goes on and you get used to them 

not being there but there are times you stop and think 

‘if only’, even if they aren't in your mind all the time. 

Your grief time is as long as you need it to be. 

Gail (Edited shorter) 

So much more at https://www.quora.com/search?q=grieving  

How do you cope with the loss of a loved one? 
Some replies from contributors to Quora. 

Do British people eat French fry sandwiches? 

Do you mean those thin tasteless 

things that pretend to be made out 

of potato? No we don't .We have 

things called chips. Cut into much 
larger pieces, our chips are deep 

fried and are great in a “butty”. The 

rubbish things served in a 

cardboard box in McDonald's don't do it for us unless 
we are drunk or desperate. Our sausage and bacon 

butties are really nice too!  

What if the British people overrun the house of 

parliament like in the US capitol? How will this 

play out (no politics intended)? 

Here’s an invasion of parliament from 2019. Nobody 

got shot. The protesters super-glued their derrieres 

to the security glass. The police eventually peeled 

them off (ouch) and arrested them  

What is the stupidest thing done by a Roman 

Emperor? 

Augustus Caesar tried to kill all the ants in the 

entire Roman Empire. He gave cash prizes to anyone 

who would kill 50 ants. This actually caused the ant 

population to explode, because everyone from 

Britannia to Egypt and from Hispania Ulterior to Asia 

Minor started ant farms. The city 

of Rome was actually blockaded 

by thousands of ships carrying 

nothing but bags of dead ants!   
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Which Book in the Bible Dingbats? Bishop John writes... 

PRAYER for the WORLD 

 Dear Friends, 

 As this magazine 

insert appears, the 

long-awaited United 

Nations Conference of 

the Parties (COP 26) 

on Climate Change will 

have started in 

Glasgow and Italy. 

Political, scientific and religious leaders from around the 

world will be meeting to review progress since the 

previous summit in Paris. 

You’’ll expect me, as Chair of the Diocesan 

Environmental Group, to encourage you to take an 

active interest in COP26, but can I also plead with you 

to pray for the success of this meeting, for the sake of 

our children and grandchildren and our friends around 

the world who are more vulnerable than ourselves. 

Here is a suggested prayer, written by Roman Catholic 

Bishops and the relief agency CAFOD;  

Loving God, 

We praise your name with all you have created. 

You are present in the whole universe, 

and in the smallest of creatures. 

We acknowledge the responsibilities you have 

placed upon us 

as stewards of your creation. 

May the Holy Spirit inspire all political leaders at 

COP26 as they 

seek to embrace the changes needed to foster a 
more sustainable society. 

Instil in them the courage and gentleness to 

implement fairer solutions 

for the poorest and most vulnerable, 

and commit their nations to the care of Our 

Common Home. 

We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ your Son. 

Amen 

 With my prayers and best wishes, 

 

  +John, Bishop of 
Brixworth 

Did you know? By 
replacing potato 

chips with 
grapefruit as a 

snack, you can lose 
up to 90% of what 
little joy you still 
have left in your 

life. 

FIREWORKS EASY WORD SEARCH 

Can you find the words listed below? They may be horizontal, vertical, forwards or 

backwards. No diagonals. 

BONFIRE, BURN, 
DISPLAY, 
EXPLODE, 
EXPLOSIVES,  
FAWKES, 
FIREWORKS, 
FRIGHTENED, 
LOVES, 
GUNPOWDER, 
GUY, HOT, 
HURT, LIGHT, 
NOVEMBER, 
PARLIAMENT, 
PLOT, 
REMEMBER, 
SAFETY, 
SPARKLERS, 
TREASON, 
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Puzzle Answers  Which Book in the Bible Dingbats 
1. Judges 

2. Ruth (roof) 

3. Luke (look) 

4. Philemon (Fi-lemon) 

5. Numbers 

6. Isaiah (eyes-higher) 

7. 2 Kings  (1 point for “Kings”, 2 points for “2 
Kings”) 

8. Acts (Axe) 

9. Romans 

10. Lamentations 

11. Titus  (Tie—T—us) 

12. Mark 

13. Micah (My-car) 

14. Hosea (hose—ear) 

15. Job 

16. Habakkuk  (“Have a cook”—said with cold in 
nose!) 

17. Hebrews (He-brews) 

18. 2 Corinthians (2 Corinthian columns—  1 point for 
“Corinthians”, 2 points for “2 Corinthians”) 

What do you Know? 
1. Guido Fawkes. 

2. Kimbolton near Oundle. 

3. Handel. 

4. 1605 

5. "We Didn't Start the Fire" was a hit for Billy Joel. 

6. Pyrotechnics. 

7. King James I. 

8. Trumpton. 

9. Ronnie O'Sullivan. 

10. York. 

11. Norway (Alesund). 

12. The Catherine Wheel is named after Saint 
Catherine of Alexandria. 

13. Gunpowder Tea a form of tea in which each leaf 
has 

been 
rolled 
into a 

small 
round 
pellet. 
Its English name comes from its resemblance to 

grains of gunpowder.  

14. Sparklers. 

15. Phoenix. 

16. You must not set off fireworks between 11pm 
and 7am, except for:  Bonfire Night, when the 
cut off is midnight; New Year’s Eve, Diwali and 
Chinese New Year, when the cut off is 1am. 

17. China. 

18. Robert Catesby. 

19. Katy Perry. 

20. Christians set alight for the entertainment of the 
Roman Emperor Nero. 

Spot the Difference Solution 

ACTRESSES ANAGRAMS 

1. GWYNETH PALTROW 

2. WINONA RYDER 

3. SIGOURNEY WEAVER 

4. JENNIFER ANISTON 

5. GILLIAN ANDERSON 

6. HALLE BERRY 

7. NICOLE KIDMAN 

8. ANGELINA JOLIE 

9. CATHERINE ZETA-JONES 

10. KATE WINSLET 

11. JULIA ROBERTS 

12. MERYL STREEP 

Hidden Objects 
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Why not forward a copy of Mini-SCaNS to a friend? 

Weekly Activities at St. Columba’s 

All in the Hall except where stated 

Monday10.30-11.30 am: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 

Monday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of Dancing 

Tuesday 5.30-8.30 pm: Katrina's School of Dancing 

Wednesdays 10.30-12noon: Food Bank (in church) 

2nd and 4th Wednesday each month: 

11.00 am-1.00 pm: ‘Get, Set, Goers’ (Ladies Group) 

Wednesdays (in term time) 5.30-7.00 pm:              

St John Ambulance cadets 

Wednesday 7.15-8.45 pm:  Judo 

Thursday 6.30-7.30 pm: Sweat Shop (Zumba) 

Sunday 2.00-4.00 pm: Viking Re-enactment Group 

Two Alcoholics Anonymous groups also meet, but 

for obvious reasons we don’t say when.          

Details from Vicar. 

 FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 20th November  

Tearfund's BIG QUIZ 

NIGHT  

Saturday 27th November  

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

28th and 29th January 

2022 - PANTO: "Robin 

Hood and the Babes in 

the Wood" 

Do ask if you would like 
to know more about any 
of these, especially if you 
can help at the FAYRE.  
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