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Opening Song: How wonderful, How glorious. 
 

How wonderful, how glorious 
Is the love of God, 
Bringing healing, forgiveness, 
Wonderful love. 

 
Let celebration echo through this land; 
We bring reconciliation, 
We bring hope to every man:  (chorus) 
 
We proclaim the kingdom 
Of our God is here; 
Come and join the heavenly anthem, 
Ringing loud and ringing clear:   (chorus) 
 
Listen to the music 
As His praises fill the air; 
With joy and with gladness 
Tell the people everywhere:   (chorus x2) 

 
Welcome  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Opening Sentence 
You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. 
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me 
John 5:39 
 

We have gathered together  
in the name of Christ  
to offer our praise and thanksgiving,  
to hear and receive God’s holy word,  
to pray for the needs of the world,  
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit  
we may give ourselves  
to the service of God.            Amen. 

 
Song: Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Christ is in you,  
The hope of glory In our hearts.  
He lives! He lives! His breath is in you,  
Arise a mighty army; We arise. 

Now is the time for us  
To march upon the land,  
Into our hands  
He will give the ground we claim.  
He rides in majesty  
To lead us into victory,  
The world shall see  
That Christ is Lord! 
  (chorus) 



God is at work in us  
His purpose to perform,  
Building a kingdom  
Of power not of words,  
Where things impossible,  
By faith shall be made possible;  
Let’s give the glory  
To Him now. 
  (chorus) 
 

Though we are weak, His grace  
Is everything we need;  
We’re made of clay  
But this treasure is within.  
He turns our weaknesses  
Into His opportunities,  
So that the glory  
Goes to Him.  
   (chorus) 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Collect for Bible Sunday 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so 
to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, 
and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope 
of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
If we say, that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the Truth is not in us, [but] if we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  
1 S. John. 1.8,9. 
 
Holy, holy, holy. 
When our eyes have seen the Lord of hosts, 
we echo the words of Isaiah, 
‘Woe is me! I am doomed.’ 
We long for the fire of God’s cleansing to touch our unclean lips, 
for our iniquity to be removed and our sins wiped out. 
So we meet Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with confession on our lips. 
 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
We confess that we have sinned  
in thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been. 
 
Jesus Christ died that we might be forgiven... 
… everyone who believes in Him  
receives forgiveness of sins through His name….. 
      (Acts 10:43) 



Song : You are my hiding place 
 

You are my hiding place,  
You always fill my heart with songs of deliverance,  
Whenever I am afraid  
I will trust in You.  
I will trust in You;  
Let the weak say ‘I am strong  
In the strength of my God.’  
 (x2) 

Reading John 5 37-47 
 And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his 
voice nor seen his form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he 
sent. 39 You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal 
life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life. 
41 ‘I do not accept glory from human beings, 42 but I know you. I know that you do not have 
the love of God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept 
me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe 
since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes from the only 
God[? 
45 ‘But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom 
your hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about 
me. 47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say? ’ 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON for Bible Sunday 2021 

 
In my lifetime I have lived in or near to several English towns – each one notable in its own 
way! Corby is of course famous for its steel works, Skegness for its seaside, Boston for The 
Stump, its magnificent Parish Church, Lincoln for its cathedral, Durham for its cathedral and 
university, and Lutterworth in Leicestershire – more unusually for The Bible.  
More about Lutterworth in a moment, an apt place to consider on Bible Sunday! 
 
But firstly, I want to underpin my sermon with a text. 
So, two verses from this morning’s Bible Reading. John 5: vv39&40. 
39 “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the 
Scriptures point to me! 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.  Repeat. 
 
“You search the Scriptures….”  The New Testament Greek word used here for search is 
ἐραυνάω – (er-raw-nah'-o).  
This means to: diligently search, intensely study, scrutinize, pour over, examine.  
But despite all this effort, this avid study. Jesus reminded the Jewish Leaders he was 
speaking to (and he would remind us) that we cannot gain or earn eternal life.  
Eternal life is a free gift offered to us by Jesus. When we give our lives and hearts to him, we 
receive LIFE that will go on for ever! 
I’ll pause here. 
 
Let me take you to Lutterworth. 
Before living in Corby, I lived in Lutterworth for 18 years.  
I’m sure that most of the residents would say that Lutterworth  
is an ordinary Leicestershire town. 
But it does have a number of interesting buildings.  
Two of them play a major part in the story of the Bible in Great Britain. 
So, a Bible Sunday Sermon in 2 buildings!! 
 
The first is St Mary’s Parish Church in Lutterworth!  
 
 



I’m sure you would agree that the church in Saint Columba’s Day and in Saint Leonard’s day 
was vibrant. 
However, by 1374 when John Wycliffe became Rector of Lutterworth Church the situation 
nationally was dire. 
 
I could get into a lot of complicated theology here - but I’ll keep it simple! 
 
By then, the Catholic Church in England had become all powerful, wealthy and corrupt.  
The worship shallow and revolving around rituals, ceremonies, and rites – The priesthood 
debased. Wycliffe was a brilliant scholar. He railed against the situation and often landed 
himself in hot water! 
 
He believed that Christians were directly responsible to God.  
Therefore, in order to know and obey God’s law it is necessary for them to read the Bible. 
For Wycliffe, the holy Scriptures were the only standard of faith and source of authority.  
That people needed to have a personal faith in Jesus. 
 
That is why he felt that it was so important to make the Scriptures available in the vernacular 
- or ‘homely English’ (rather than Latin!!).  
He spent the last few months of his life on that task leaving the completion of The Wycliffe 
Bible – the 1st full translation of the Bible in English - to his followers.  
 
John Wycliffe became known as the Morning star of the Reformation. A man before his time. 
A forerunner to Luther and Calvin who were not to appear on the scene for another hundred 
years and bring about the English Reformation.  
A man in his generation who helped to shape the Church of England as we know it today - 
firmly placing Jesus and the Bible at the heart of worship. 
 
A man who knew our Bible text for today. Who knew that the Scriptures pointed to Jesus. 
And came to Him to receive eternal life. And then wanted to pass that Life on to others! 
 
So, to my second Lutterworth building.  
It lies at the heart of the town  
– a fine Georgian residence  
– known as Western House. 
 
Today it serves as the  
UK International headquarters  
of The Gideons! 
 
I’m sure that if you have stayed in a hotel  
and opened the bedside cabinet  
you may well have found a Gideon Bible.  
Or perhaps when in hospital you have opened your locker and there found a Gideon Bible.  
Or when you were in Secondary School perhaps you were presented with a Gideon Bible. 
 
The Gideon’s have many amazing stories as to the power of the Bible and how it has 
affected people’s lives for good. 
In closing let me share with you 2 such stories which seem so appropriate for Bible Sunday! 
 
A patient lay dying in Greenlane Hospital. Realising the seriousness of his condition he 
asked the night nurse if he could speak to a minister.  
Unable to contact a minister the nurse asked the man if she could help him, to which he 
responded, yes. From her Nurses Gideon New Testament, the nurse read from John 14. 1-6 
and explained how Jesus is the way to the Father’s house of many mansions,  
and then prayed with him. 
When the night nurse came on duty the next night, she noticed that the bed was empty. After 
enquiring from the day nurse, she was told that man had died. 
The day nurse also said that they thought the patient had been delirious, because in his final 
moments he insisted that they make sure and tell the night nurse that he had gone to his 
Father’s house and to the mansion that He had prepared. 



 
In my second story a businessman writes: 
One night, I sat in my hotel room, feeling totally defeated. Through my excesses, my health 
was deteriorating my family was rupturing and my business was ruined. 
In my loneliness and desperation, I picked up a Gideon Bible and began to read.  
The Spirit of God used the Word of God to bring me to repentance and faith.  
I had entered that hotel room totally defeated. I left it the next morning wholly delivered. 
God’s grace in Christ had conquered my life and I went on to become a Bible teacher and 
then God called me into the ministry.  
It is not the arguments of scholars that transform lives,  
but the availability of the Bible to seekers.  
This is the strength of the ministry of The Gideons. 
 
A suitable place for me to finish. My text again: 
“You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures 
point to me! Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.   
 
I’m so glad that John Wycliffe, a dying patient, a businessman  
all discovered the Life that Jesus offers. 
I’m so glad that nearly 50 years ago whilst a student at Durham  
I came to Jesus and gave my heart to him and received that Life too! 
 
I hope that is your story as well on this Bible Sunday morning! Amen. 
 
Song: I believe in Jesus 

 
       I believe in Jesus: 

I believe He is the Son of God. 
I believe He died and rose again, 
I believe He paid for us all. 

  

(Men)        And I believe He’s here now, 
(Women)   I believe that He is here, 
(All)      Standing in our midst. 
(Men)      Here with the power to heal now, 
(Women) With the power to heal, 
(All)      And the grace to forgive. 
  

I believe in You, Lord; 
I believe You are the Son of God. 
I believe You died and rose again, 
I believe You paid for us all. 

  

(Men)      And I believe You’re here now, 
(Women) I believe that You’re here, 
(All)     Standing in our midst. 
(Men)     Here with the power to heal now, 
(Women)With the power to heal, 
(All)     And the grace to forgive 

The Apostles’ Creed 
We affirm our faith together: 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe and trust in his Son, Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
 



On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.     
This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God. 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
Song: In this time of Desperation 
 

In this time of desperation, 
When all we know is doubt and fear; 
There is only one foundation: 
We believe, we believe. 
 
In this broken generation, 
When all is dark, You help us see; 
There is only one salvation: 
We believe, we believe. 
 

We believe in God the Father, 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
And He's given us new life. 
We believe in the crucifixion, 
We believe that He conquered death (hell) 
We believe in the resurrection, 
And He's coming back again. 
We believe. 

 
So, let our faith be more than anthems, 
Greater than the songs we sing; 
And in our weakness and temptations 
We believe, we believe. 
We believe, we believe. 
 

We believe in God the Father, 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
And He's given us new life. 
We believe in the crucifixion, 
We believe that He conquered death (hell) 
We believe in the resurrection, 
And He's coming back again.  

 
Let the lost be found and the dead be raised, 
In the here and now, let love invade, 
Let the church live loud, our God we'll save: 
We believe, we believe. 
And the gates of hell will not prevail, 
For the power of God has torn the veil, 
Now we know Your love will never fail: 
We believe, we believe. 



 
 We believe in God the Father, 

We believe in Jesus Christ, 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
And He's given us new life. 
We believe in the crucifixion, 
We believe that He conquered death (hell) 
We believe in the resurrection, 

 And He's coming back  
 He's coming back again 
 He's coming back again 
 We believe, we believe.  

 
Prayers for Sunday  
 
Thank you Lord for your Word, the Bible, that speaks to us and nourishes our faith, both 
when we read together in church and when we search the Scriptures on our own. Thank you 
for those who help  us to understand your Word, our preaching team here at St Columba’s, 
those who teach at conferences such as Spring Harvest and New Wine, Scripture teachers 
we watch and listen to on TV, radio, apps and podcasts, and the authors of Bible Reading 
notes such as Every Day with Jesus and Word for Today. Help us to live by what we read in 
the Bible and not by the prevailing culture in which we live.  
 
Thank you for those in the past, like John Wycliffe, who have translated the Bible into 
English, and for all the many versions we have available to us today. We pray for those 
involved in translating the Scriptures today, that all people may read your Word in their first 
language, as well as those, including Hope From Above, who help to distribute the Word of 
God to the ends of the earth. We pray too for The Gideons, who share the Bible in everyday 
places like schools, hospitals and hotels, and we pray that this work will continue so that 
more stories can be told of the blessing of reading Scripture. 
 
Thank you Lord that we are able to partner with Hope into Action to establish a home for 
people who would otherwise have nowhere to call home, and we thank you for providing the 
house in Stevie Way. We thank you too for people in other towns and cities who have been 
helped by living in a Hope Into Action house. We pray for the tenants who will move into our 
house, and for the work of refurbishing and decorating that needs to be done. We also pray 
for volunteers from our church family to help with decorating and to be part of the Friendship 
and Support group, and we ask that you would encourage many people to come and hear 
the contribution of Matt Morton, from Hope Into Action, at our Prayer Meeting this evening. 
 
Thank you Lord that we can hold a Light Party for children and families next Sunday and we 
pray that it will be lots of fun, really well attended, and a great alternative to Halloween. 
Thank you for Kevin’s skill and technology that will make this event really shine for your 
glory. We pray that it will be the first step back to a more normal way of meeting together for 
the children and young people in our church family and that after this they will be keen to 
work together to tell the Christmas story in our Nativity service. We pray that when children 
return to school after half term the rates of Covid will have reduced and that schools will be 
better equipped to stop the spread of the infection. 
 
Finally, we pray for the COP 26 Climate Conference starting next Sunday in Glasgow. We 
ask Lord that you would move the hearts and minds of world leaders so that they are 
prepared to make sacrifices for the good of the planet and the well being of all people, both 
now and in the future. As we pray this for our leaders we recognise that we also will need to 
make sacrifices if we are to overcome the catastrophic effects of climate change. Send us, 
we ask, in this time of need, relief from storm and flood, fire and drought, and solutions to the 
man-made problems of pollution in the air, the land and the ocean, that our world may 
recover, and our children enjoy its riches, throughout all generations. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father In heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  



your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Song: These are the days of Elijah 
 

These are the days of Elijah, 
Declaring the word of the Lord: 
And these are the days of Your servant Moses, 
Righteousness being restored. 
And though these are days of great trial, 
Of famine and darkness and sword, 
Still, we are a voice in the desert crying 
‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord.’ 
 

Behold He comes riding on the clouds, 
Shining like the sun at the trumpet call; 
Lift your voice, it’s the year of jubilee, 
Out of Zion’s hill salvation comes. 

 

These are the days of Ezekiel, 
The dry bones becoming as flesh; 
And these are the days of Your servant David, 
Rebuilding the temple of praise. 
These are the days of the harvest, 
The fields are as white in the world, 
And we are the labourers in the vineyard, 
Declaring the word of the Lord.  
  (chorus x 2) 

The Blessing 
The Lord God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
the holy and undivided Trinity, 
guard us, save us, 
and bring us to that heavenly city, 
where he lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

The Grace 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
be with us all evermore.   
Amen 

 
 
 


